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The sermon explores the significance of Melchizedek's priesthood and how it relates to Jesus and the New
Covenant.
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Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of learning about Jesus and growing in knowledge
of Him. The speaker encourages the audience to faithfully read the Bible to understand Jesus' love and
what He has done for them. The sermon also discusses the concept of God's work in our lives, where He
puts His laws in our minds and writes them in our hearts. This means that as we seek and submit to God,
He will guide us and put desires in our hearts to do His will. The sermon also touches on the issue of
interpreting the law, highlighting the need for understanding and applying it correctly.

Transcript

Shall we turn now in our Bibles to Hebrews, the seventh chapter. In the book of Genesis, after Abraham
and Lot had parted company, there was a confederation of five kings that conquered in the area where Lot
lived and took him captive and spoiled several cities. Abraham, hearing of it, armed his servants, and he
went out and met these five kings in battle and defeated them and took from them the spoil that they had
taken from the many cities that they had conquered.

As Abraham was returning victoriously with the spoils from these five kings, there came out to meet him a
man by the name of Melchizedek. The name means the King of Righteousness. He was also known as
the King of Salem, which being interpreted is the King of Peace.

Nothing is told concerning the origin of Melchizedek. We know nothing of his genealogy, nothing of his
parents. We know nothing of what happened to him after his meeting with Abraham.

This was 400 years before Moses and the Law. Melchizedek, a mysterious priest of which we know so
little, is only mentioned twice in the Old Testament. The first time being there in Genesis 19 when he met
Abraham.
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But then in Psalm 110, out of the blue, the psalmist writes concerning God that he hath sworn with an oath
that thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. This 110th Psalm is a psalm concerning the
Messiah. It begins, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand until | make thine enemies thy
footstool.

The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion. Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. Thy people
shall be willing in the day of thy power.

In the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning, thou hast the dew of thy youth. The Lord hath
sworn and will not repent. Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

Now there was the Aaronic order of priesthood from the tribe of Levi. And one of the requirements of being
a high priest in the nation of Israel under the law was first you had to be from the tribe of Levi and then you
had to be of the Aaronic order. Here is another order of priesthood that antedates the Levitical priesthood
by 400 years.

A priesthood to which Abraham, the father of the nation, gave tribute, paid tithes, and received a blessing.
So the writer of the book of Hebrews in this seventh chapter is going to point out that this priest,
Melchizedek, was of a higher order of priesthood than was the Aaronic order of priesthood established
under the law. And that even after the Aaronic order had been established years later, a thousand years
later, in fact, there are a thousand years time difference between the two mentions of Melchizedek in the
Old Testament.

Abraham lived about 2000 BC when he met Melchizedek. A thousand years later. You see, we read it in
the same Bible and we say, well, you know, it was only a few books back.

But it's a thousand years back and suddenly this comes forth. God hath sworn and will not repent. Thou
art a priest forever, talking of the Messiah, thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

Not after the order of Aaron. After the order of Melchizedek. So, that gives you a little background.

Now, one further note before we get into the text itself. One day, as Jesus was disputing with the
Pharisees and they were challenging him concerning his claims as Messiah and the Son of God. They
said, we are the sons of Abraham.

And Jesus said, if you were the sons of Abraham, then you would have acknowledged me because
Abraham rejoiced to see my day and he saw it. And they looked at him and they said, what are you trying
to tell us? Abraham saw you. You're not even fifty years old.

And Jesus responded before Abraham was, | am. And they took up stones to kill him. Now, this statement,
Abraham rejoiced to see my day and saw it.

When did Abraham see Jesus? Many Bible scholars and myself included, but not necessarily as a Bible
scholar, | just love the Bible. Many Bible scholars believe that Melchizedek was in reality one of what they
call the Christophanies of the Old Testament, the appearance of Jesus in the Old Testament to Abraham
and that he was actually Melchizedek who came out to meet Abraham, who received tithes from him and
who blessed him. It is interesting that he gave to him bread and wine, Melchizedek gave to Abraham
bread and wine, the symbols of communion, the body and the blood of our Lord.
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Now, let's get into the text. For this Melchizedek, the king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, he said
that he was the priest of El Elyam, the Most High God, when he introduced himself to Abraham, who met
Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham
gave a tenth part of all, first being by interpretation king of righteousness and after that also the king of
Salem, which is the king of peace. Fascinating names.

King of righteousness. King of peace. Jeremiah tells us that when the Lord comes to reign upon the earth,
that he will be known in that day as Jehovah to Sid Canu.

Which means the Lord our righteousness. The king of righteousness. And we know that he is coming as
the prince of peace.

Both of these names incorporated in the name Melchizedek. Now, Melchizedek, he said, was without
father, without mother, and without genealogy. Having neither beginning of days nor end of life.

It doesn't tell us where he was born, when he was born. It doesn't tell us when or how he died or that he
did die. It doesn't tell us anything of his genealogy.

It doesn't tell us anything of his father and mother. He appears isolated on the scene. No background.

Nothing of his future. Just there appearing to Abraham, blessing him, receiving tithes from him. Giving him
bread and wine in communion.

And so without father, without mother, without a genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of
life, but made like unto the Son of God. He abides a priest continually. God has sworn and will not repent.

Thou art a priest forever. So, he abides continually. The Melchizedek Priesthood is a continual.

Forever. Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. It is an order that is established which is
an eternal order of priesthood.

Thou art a priest forever. So, he abides a priest continually. Now, consider, and you remember twice
before in Hebrews we have been told to consider Jesus.

Now, consider Him. Now, He tells us to consider Melchizedek. And as | say, | believe that He was an
appearance of Jesus in the Old Testament.

Now, consider how great this man was. Unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils.
Consider how great he must have been.

You see, Abraham was in the mind of the Jew the epitome. | mean, he was it. He was the beginning of the
Father.

He was the father of those that believed. He was the prime patriarch of the people. Now, consider how
great this man Melchizedek was that Abraham would have given to him a tenth part of everything he had.

That Abraham would have paid tithes to him. Tenth of the spoils. And verily, they that are of the sons of
Levi who received the office of the priesthood have a commandment to take tithes of the people according
to the law.
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That is, of their brothers though they come out of the loins of Abraham. Now, God under the law had it
established that the people should give a tenth part of all of their increase that they should bring it into the
temple and this was to be given to the priest. They were to pay their tithes a tenth part of the increase.

And when they harvested their crops a tenth part was to be brought in and given unto the Lord. And so the
Levitical priests received tithes from their brothers. All of them were descendants of Abraham.

But he whose descent is not counted from them. Not a descendant of Abraham. He lived at the same time.

So his descent is not counted from them. Received tithes of Abraham and blessed him that had the
promises. Abraham had the promises of God.

Unto thee shall all of the nations of the earth be blessed. From thy seed shall the nations of the earth be
blessed. This promise was to Abraham and yet here is Abraham receiving a blessing from this man.

Now consider this man. Who is that man? That even Abraham paid tithes to him and he received the
blessing from Abraham. For without any argument the less is blessed of the better.

The blessing is always bestowed from the greater to the lesser. We are blessed of God. And the fact that
Abraham then received the blessings of Melchizedek puts Melchizedek even above their great patriarch
Abraham.

And here men that die receive tithes. So the Levitical priest they died and the order was passed on. It was
on and on and on in a succession of generations.

And here men that die receive tithes but there he received them of whom it is witnessed that he lives.
Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. That is Melchizedek still lives.

And as | may so say Levi also who receives tithes paid tithes in Abraham for he was yet in the loins of his
father when Melchizedek met him. So in reality the priesthood of Melchizedek is so superior to that of Levi
that Levi actually who was of course in the loins of Abraham or potentially there in that gene structure that
was to be passed on Levi paid tithes unto Melchizedek. If therefore perfection were by the Levitical
priesthood for under it the people received the law what further need was there that another priest should
rise after the order of Melchizedek and not be called after the order of Aaron.

So coming to this Psalm 110 God hath sworn and shall not repent thou art a priest forever after the order
of Melchizedek. If the Levitical priesthood were perfect if it could bring man into a perfect state then why
wouldn't God had said concerning the Messiah thou art a priest forever after the order of Aaron. It's
because the Aaronic priesthood could not bring anything into perfection.

Therefore God reverts to an earlier priesthood a greater priesthood thou art a priest forever after the order
of Melchizedek. For the priesthood being changed there is made of necessity a change also of the law.
For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe of which no man gave attendance at
the altar.

So the fact that the priesthood is after the order of Melchizedek there has to be a change of the law
because under the law you had to be of the tribe of Levi in order to be the priest. When they had returned
from Babylonian captivity there were some men who claimed priesthood but they could not prove their
genealogies and so they were not allowed in the priesthood. Only those that could bring their genealogies
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and prove that they were of Levi.

But here is a priest after another order therefore the law has to be changed because we know he said that
Jesus came from the tribe of Judah and nothing is said in the law concerning the priesthood of the tribe of
Judah but it is an exclusive right for the tribe of Levi. For he of whom these things are spoken Jesus is the
one of whom this was spoken thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek pertains to another
tribe of which no man gave attendance at the altar. They did not serve before the altar of God those from
the tribe of Judah.

For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning
priesthood. Now you see in this book of Hebrews he has brought out the fact that we have a great high
priest even Jesus Christ the righteous one. Now the Jew would immediately challenge how could Jesus be
a great high priest when he comes from the tribe of Judah.

Nothing is said in the law concerning the priesthood from the tribe of Judah. So here he pulls out this
110th Psalm where God has sworn and will not repent thou art a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek. And so he answers the argument of the Jew who would declare there is no way Jesus could
be a high priest coming from the tribe of Judah.

He answers that argument quite thoroughly with this prophetic Psalm 110. And it is yet far more evident for
that after the similitude of Melchizedek there arises another priest. So it is far more evident because of the
prophecy in Psalm 110 that there has to arise another priest after the order of Melchizedek who is made
not after the law of a carnal commandment but after the power of an endless life thou art a priest forever.

So the law could make nothing perfect. It could only bear witness of a better covenant established on
better promises. For he testified thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

For there is then of necessity a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and the
unprofitable thereof. So the law has been disannulled. The commandments disannulled because of the
priesthood being changed.

For the law made nothing perfect but it brought in a better hope by which we draw nigh unto God. The
Bible said by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified in the sight of God. The Bible teaches us that
the law was never intended to make a man righteous.

That the purpose of the law was to reveal man's sin and his utter sinfulness. It is by the law that | have a
knowledge of sin for God has declared His righteous standard. And | realize that | have fallen short of
God's righteous standard.

So the law revealing my failure points the finger of guilt at me and the law then condemns me to death and
to the curse. For it is written, Cursed is everyone who continues not in the whole law that is to do the
things that are written therein. So the law makes no one righteous, but it does put us all under the curse
for it reveals to us our sin and it makes us much more guilty or at least conscious of our guilt.

Now this is the problem in the time of Jesus was their interpreting of the law. And | think that that's
probably a problem that exists all through the history of man. The interpreting of the law.

We're having a tremendous problem in the United States today as we're trying to interpret the law, the
Constitution, the freedom of religion. What did they really mean? And the way the liberal Supreme Court
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has interpreted it is that man has freedom from religion not the freedom of religion. They got their
prepositions all twisted up.

Our Constitution never intended that man should have freedom from religion. It's just that none of us force
our religious convictions or beliefs upon each other. But all of us allowed to practice our religious
convictions in freedom.

And it is interesting to me that under the present interpretation of the law, teachers can assign reading to
our high school students. Reading assignments by which they can study Hinduism, Buddhism, and it can
be presented in a very favorable light to the children. Huntington Beach High School, one of the teachers
there has assigned a book that espouses Hinduism.

Required reading for their class. But surely, if one of the teachers should require that they read a book
with Christian connotations, there would be a cry, an outcry of that liberal half-wit society that it was a
violation. The ACLU.

I'll tell you, maybe | better not. What damage they have done. They are out to destroy the moral principles
and fiber of our nation.

They actually create situations where they can challenge the law, as they did in the Scopes trial. It was all
set up by the ACLU. Now, in Jesus' day, they were interpreting the law as a physical, material thing rather
than seeing it as a spiritual thing.

And interpreting it in a literal, physical way, they were becoming very smug and self-righteous because
they followed the law to the letter. For instance, Jesus said, you strain at a gnat and you swallow a camel.
Now, over in that land, there's lots of gnats.

Pesky little things flying around your eyes all the time and just bugging you. And as you were out doing
your morning jogging, sometimes these little gnats would fly in your mouth. Now, according to the law, you
can't eat any meat unless it's been killed in a kosher fashion.

Thoroughly bled. So you'd see these Pharisees out there with their fingers down their throat and straining
to get rid of that gnat because they didn't want to do anything that would violate the law. So they strained
at a gnat.

The law said, thou shalt not bear a burden on the Sabbath day. What constitutes bearing a burden? And
so they had to go down the list of the various burdens that a man might bear on the Sabbath day. Do you
have a glass eye? That's carrying something on the Sabbath day.

You've got to take it out on the Sabbath day. You've got to have one eye. Have false teeth? Ha, ha, ha.
Sabbath day. You're carrying a burden. Get rid of the false teeth.

Wooden leg? Not on the Sabbath, man. And so they sought to interpret the law, making it a heavy,
physical yoke that no man could bear, but in reality, becoming very self-righteous because, you know, |
keep the law. Whereas, in reality, they were violating the spirit of the law every day.

And God intended the law as spiritual. Their carnal interpretation was wrong. And that is why in the
Sermon on the Mount, beginning in the 5th chapter of Matthew, about verse 14 or so, Jesus said, unless
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and the Pharisees, you're not going to enter the kingdom
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of heaven.

And as all of the disciples were aghast and shocked, well, that lets me out. | have to be more righteous
than those guys. A bunch of fishermen.

A bunch of fishermen. Man, this was just too heavy to handle. And Jesus went on to explain what He
meant.

For their righteousness was all of works, an outward righteousness in the keeping of the law, but inwardly
they were violating the spirit of the law every day. So Jesus said, you have heard that it hath been said.
They've taught you that the law says, thou shalt not Kill.

But | say unto you that if you hate your brother, you've violated the law. Hatred from which murder springs.
You've heard that it hath been said, thou shalt not commit adultery.

But | say unto you, whosoever looks upon a woman and desires her has already committed adultery in his
heart. It's a matter of the heart. It's a matter of the spirit.

And that's what Jesus was teaching. And when you look at the law that way, then we are all guilty. Though
we may not have physically clubbed our neighbor to death.

We've hated him because he never keeps his dog quiet at night. And | could kill him in the middle of the
night when I'm awakened by that pesky dog, you know. Guilty.

The law made nothing perfect. But it did bring a better hope by which we draw nigh unto God. And
inasmuch as when a man was made a priest, he had to take the oath of the priesthood.

Even as, you know, the president has to take the oath of office, the governor has to take the oath of office,
and all. So the priest had to take the oath of office. For those priests were made without an oath.

But this one, that is without an oath of God, for those priests were made without an oath, but this, with an
oath by Him that said unto him, The Lord swear and will not repent. God took an oath. Thou art a priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek.

By so much was Jesus made the surety of a better testament. So we talk about the Old Testament. We
talk about the New Testament.

Jesus, when He took the emblems of the Passover supper, a part of the Old Covenant, the deliverance
out of Egypt, which was a memorial. The purpose of the supper was to remind them that their fathers were
delivered from the bondage in Egypt by the hand of God. But Jesus took those elements of the Passover
and He said, This cup is a New Testament in My blood that is shed for the remission of sins.

The OId Covenant of God to those in Egypt was put the blood of the lamb on the doorpost and on the
littles in the doorpost of the house and when | pass through the land tonight I'll pass over your house.
God's Old Covenant. The sacrificial lamb would cover for the house.

God's New Covenant. The blood of Jesus Christ. Will cleanse us from sin and death is passed over us.

We have passed from death into life. He that liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Oh, we'll be
changed.
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We'll have a metamorphosis. This corruption must put on incorruption. This mortal must put on
immortality.

I'm going to move out of my old tent into my beautiful new mansion. But I'll never die. So, Jesus being
made a priest after the order of Melchizedek by the oath of God has become the surety of a better
Testament.

And they truly were many priests. They would die. That was their problem.

They'd live out their lifespan. They'd die. And then, you know, the priesthood would pass on to the next
and the next and it was something that was continually changing.

There truly were many priests. High priests of the Aaronic Order. Because they were not allowed to
continue by reason of death.

They were mortals. But this man, because he continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.
Wherefore, he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them.

Now, the purpose of the priesthood was that of intercession. The people could not come directly to God. In
the book of Job, as Job's friends were probing for the possible reasons for his calamities and sufferings,
they had come to the conclusion that Job must be a secret sinner guilty of horrible acts of sin that he was
able to successfully hide.

Job attested to his innocence of, | don't know of anything. | haven't done these things you've accused me
of doing. If I've done these things, then let me die.

| deserve it. But | haven't done these things. And his one friend said to him, look, man, why don't you just
get right with God and everything will be okay? And responding to him, Job said, you know, | look up at the
heavens and | realize the vastness.

And | realize that I'm just nothing. How can | plead my case before God when He is so great and I'm
nothing? Who am | to stand before God to plead my case? He said, there is no daysman between us that
can put His hand on both of us. God is too vast.

He's infinite. I'm finite. The gulf between the infinite and the finite is too great for the finite to reach over.

Now that's, of course, the basic weakness of all religions is the finite man is trying to reach over this gulf to
the infinite God. Impossible. That's what separates Christianity from all religions.

Christianity is not finite man trying to reach the infinite God, but it's the infinite God reaching down to the
finite man. God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so the infinite God is reaching
down to the finite man. Now that | can accept as possible.

But religions with the finite man trying to reach the infinite God, | can also see the total impossibility of that.
As one of Job's friends said, who by searching can really discover God or know God, find out God to
perfection? The answer is no one can. God is infinite.

| have a finite understanding. Finite mind. | cannot comprehend or understand the infinite God.
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Being finite, | cannot reach the infinite God. The gap is too great. There's no mediator between us.

One who can lay His hand on us both. No days man. But to this cry of Job and the dilemma of Job comes
the statement of Paul.

There is one God, eternal, true, and living. And one mediator between God and man, the man Christ
Jesus. He lays His hand on us both.

He touches God because He is one with God, but He touches me because He became a man and was in
all points tempted like | am. Now, the purpose of the priest was to take this sinning man and intercede for
him before God. But the priest himself had sins.

So before the priest could offer a sacrifice for you, he had to, first of all, offer sacrifices for himself. And
then having offered the sacrifices for himself, he then in turn could offer for you and he would go before
God and intercede for you. He was your representative before God.

And then as he would come back to you, he would represent God to you, but he was the go-between. He
was the daisman. He was there mediating between you and God because the approach to God was
impossible for you to come directly to God.

Our sins blocked the door, kept us from coming. | mean, you go to God with all your sin, you'd be fried,
man. | mean, you can't stand in the holiness and purity of God.

You'd just be wiped out. So, that daisman, that mediator, so that was the purpose of the priesthood in the
Old Testament. Now, Jesus, our great High Priest, is able to save them to the uttermost.

This salvation we have, now again, don't mix your prepositions. It is not saved from the uttermost. It isn't
here declaring that God can reach down to the lowest level of human existence and take a man from that
state of a derelict and raise him to a high level of a redeemed creature.

Now, God can do that. Another text affirmed that. But that is not what this text is affirming.
It's not saving from the uttermost. It's saving to the uttermost. This salvation that you have, it's the most.

Nothing greater, nothing finer, nothing more glorious than this salvation that you have through Jesus
Christ. It's going to take you to the highest limits of glory. It's salvation to the uttermost, absolute, ultimate
experience.

This glorious salvation that lifts us into the very presence of God and makes us one with Him. Now, Christ,
our great high priest, because He is our great high priest, is able to bring us salvation to the uttermost.
Something the law could never do for you.

Something the rules and regulations could never do for you. It is something that Jesus does do for us
because He is our great high priest and He saves me to the uttermost. The salvation is for all.

Jesus said, He that comes to me | will in no wise cast out. He is able to save all who come unto God by
Him. And the way of salvation, of course, is coming to God by Jesus Christ.

He is the way, the truth, and the life. And no man can come to the Father but by Him. And He
accomplishes this by ever living to make intercession for us.
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Christ is there today at the right hand of God interceding on my behalf, presenting me to the Father,
interceding, and that is His ministry and His mission. He is not condemning me. Where did we ever get the
idea that Jesus was always condemning us? When Jesus was talking to Nicodemus about being born
again, Jesus said, For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved.

And he that believes is not condemned. Notice He didn't say, He who works hard, he who is faithful in
devotions, he who prays, you know, an hour every day, he who reads ten chapters of the Bible a day is not
condemned. He who believes is not condemned.

And he who believes not is already condemned. The law did that. And this is the condemnation.

Light came into the world and they wouldn't come to the light. When they brought to Jesus a woman taken
in the very act of adultery, and they said, Our law says we should stone her. What do you say? And Jesus
said, | say, Whichever one of you is without sin, throw the first stone.

Then kneeling, He wrote on the ground in the dirt, no doubt the various sins that they were guilty of
committing, listing them by name and by order of age. And from the least, or the oldest to the youngest,
they began to leave as they saw their name and then some of the things they thought nobody knew,
written out on the ground for everyone to see. Finally, Jesus stood up and there was no one left but just
the woman.

He said, Oh, what happened to your accusers? Well, | guess | don't have any, Lord. He said, Well, neither
do | condemn you. Go your way, Sin no more.

Why is it that we always think of Jesus condemning us? He didn't come to condemn, He came to save.
Paul said, Who is He that condemneth? Well, so many years of my life, | thought it was Jesus. But Paul
answers, It is Christ who died.

In fact, is risen again and is even at the right hand of the Father making intercession for you. Hey, He's not
condemning you. He's interceding for you.

What would you think if your attorney went to the court and said, Now, judge, this guy is a rat and he
deserves to go to jail. You say, Ma'am, what did | pay you five thousand bucks for? My wife could have
told the judge that. You don't need to.

No, you want your attorney to put your case in the best light. You want him to exonerate you before the
court. You want him to represent you.

You would sue him for malpractice. He may have properly represented you, but he didn't represent you
like you wanted to be represented. Now, Jesus, not only a high priest, He's my intercessor.

And He's able to save me to the uttermost because He ever lives. A priest forever, He ever lives to make
intercession. So He acts there in the priestly capacity of interceding or of mediating between God and
man.

But He is there as my mediator representing me before God. For such a high priest becomes us who is
holy, He is harmless, He's undefiled, and He is separate from sinners and made higher than the heavens.
Ah, what a glorious high priest | am.
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Who needs not daily as those high priests from Levi to offer up sacrifices first for His own sins and then for
the people's. For this He did once when He offered up Himself. For the law maketh men high priests which
have weaknesses.

But the word of the old, God is sworn and shall not repent, which was since the law, you know, it came
some 600 years after the law at the time of David, makes the son who is consecrated forevermore, a
priest forever. Now of these things which we have spoken, this is the essence. We have such a high priest
who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in Heavens.

He is a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched and not man. For every
high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices. Wherefore, it is of necessity that this man have
somewhat also to offer.

That's the ministry of the priest to offer the gifts and sacrifices. For if he were on earth, he should not be a
priest, seeing that there are priests that offer the gifts according to the law, who serve unto the example
and the shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the
tabernacle. See, said the Lord, that you make all things according to the pattern that was shown you on
the mount.

Now, the reason why there had to be such complete carefulness in the making of the tabernacle that he
makes it exactly according to the plan that God gave to Moses on the mount, is that the tabernacle is a
model of Heaven. You want to know what Heaven is like? You want to know what it looks like and all?
Then study the tabernacle. The Holy of Holies is a model of the throne of God in Heaven.

The cherubim therein. The tabernacle overshadowing the mercy seat. And so it is a model of the Heaven.

Now, Jesus didn't enter into the earthly temple that had been built by Herod the Great. He didn't enter into
the Holy of Holies of the earthly temple. But He entered into the Heaven of which the earthly temple was a
model.

The earthly temple is not the real McCoy. It's just a model of what is real. So Jesus didn't enter into the
model.

He entered into the real thing. The earthly temple is only a shadow or a model of that which is in Heaven.
And so our great high priest entered directly into the heavens of which the earthly tabernacle was only a
model.

And there He is representing me before God in Heaven, not before a model of that whole thing in the Holy
of Holies in the temple here on the earth. These things were to serve as an example and a shadow of the
heavenly things. That's why though oftentimes we get bogged down in Leviticus, if we understand as we
are reading in Exodus and Leviticus, we're reading about the temple and the dimensions and the things
that were in it, and you go into Leviticus and read about the offerings, then you'll understand more about
Heaven and the heavenly things.

And just to read it as a part of an old dead system, | mean, that can destroy us like Latin language. | mean,
in my Latin book in high school, someone had written, Latin is a language dead, as dead as dead can be.
First it killed the Romans and now it's killing me.
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And the earthly system was now being abrogated, passing away, because the real has come. The earthly
was only pointing forward to when the real should come. Once the real had arrived, no longer necessary
for the model.

That can be set aside. Now the reality is here. But now, hath he obtained a more excellent ministry by how
much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.

Now as you go back in Exodus chapter 19 and you read the covenant that God made with the nation of
Israel in the giving of the law, the establishing of the priesthood. This covenant that God made with Israel
was predicated upon the people's faithfulness and the people's obedience. Verse 5 of chapter 19, Now
therefore, God said, if you will obey my voice indeed.

If. Conditional. The covenant just isn't a straight out flat covenant.

Unilateral. It is a conditional covenant. If you will obey my voice indeed and keep my covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all the people, for all of the earth is mine and you shall be unto
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

These are the words which thou shalt speak, God said to Moses to the children of Israel. And so Moses
came down and called for the elders and all and told them the people. And the people said, all that the
Lord has spoken, we will do.

And so Moses returned the words of the people of the Lord. Moses went back to the Lord and said, hey,
they said they'll do everything you say. They said that.

But they did it. But you see, the covenant was, if you will obey my commands. If.
But they did not. And therefore, the first covenant was broken. Not by God, but by man.

Because it was predicated upon man's obedience. Man's faithfulness. But man was not obedient or
faithful.

Now, Christ has been then the mediator of a new covenant. Which is a better covenant because it's
established on better promises. Why? Because the new covenant is not predicated upon my faithfulness.

The new covenant is predicated upon God's faithfulness. The new covenant is not predicated upon my
work. The new covenant is predicated upon God's work.

And because the new covenant is predicated upon the faithfulness and the work of God, it shall stand. It's
good. | can enjoy it and be blessed by it because it isn't conditioned upon me.

It's conditioned upon God and His faithfulness. So the new covenant is a better covenant. The New
Testament is superior to the Old Testament.

The New Covenant is superior to the Old Testament because it's based upon better promises of the work
that God has wrought through Jesus Christ, that finished work once and for all, offering the sacrifice, and
now my just believing in Him. And that's the condition. My believing in Him.

Now, as | believe in Him, He then takes over and begins to work in my life, conforming me into His image.
It isn't a license to just go out and live a careless, reckless life, you know, just sinning whenever | feel like
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it. In this new covenant, God begins a work in me and continues that work in me of conforming me into
that image of Jesus Christ and actually helping me to be what | could never be by the law.

To live a better life than | could ever live because now I'm living the life of the Spirit. And it is the Spirit of
life in Christ conforming me into the image of Christ. And you see, laws are only for the lawless.

If you live by the right principles, if you're living like Jesus, you don't need any laws, you don't need
anybody to tell you what you should or shouldn't do. You do it because it's now written in my heart and it's
something that comes from my heart. Not an outward yoke that is put upon me, but this new covenant that
God has established, not in the tables of stone, but in the fleshly tablets of my heart.

So, we'll get to that in a minute. Jumping ahead. If the first covenant had been faultless, had it been, you
know, perfect, then there would be no reason sought to have a second covenant.

If the first covenant could bring men into a righteous state before God, then you wouldn't need another
covenant. But it could not, and that's why you needed a New Testament. For finding fault with them, He
said, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah.

Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that | took them by the hand to lead
them out of the land of Egypt, because they continue not, if you will keep my commandments, but they
continue not in my covenant. So, it's not going to be like that one predicated upon their obedience. And |
regarded them not, saith the Lord.

They broke the covenant, and so | did not keep the covenant because they broke it. For this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord. | will put my laws into
their mind and write them in their hearts and | will be to them a God and they shall be to me a people.

You see, it's God's work now. He's going to put His law in my mind and He's going to write it in my heart.
What does that mean? It means that God is going to express His will in my life as | seek Him and as |
submit my life to Him.

God expresses His will for my life by putting the desire in my heart to do that which He wants done. He
puts it in my mind to do something. | was driving north to Ventura, driving up the freeway through
Hollywood.

Came to Sunset Boulevard. And | thought, beautiful day. | don't have to be in Santa Barbara at any
particular time.

Why not go the Pacific Coast Highway? Slower, but oh, much more beautiful. Just flip the top down and I'll
cruise up through Malibu and around Point Magoo. So | wound all the way down Sunset Boulevard to
Pacific Coast Highway.

And as | turned on Pacific Coast Highway, there was a young couple there hitchhiking, so | picked them
up because | was by myself. Had a chance to witness to them all the way to Ventura where we pulled off
the road and they accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. | went on to Santa Barbara.

Got to Santa Barbara. | had a phone call. Chuck, you got to come back to Santa Ana right away.
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So | jumped in my car and came right back to Santa Ana. But who put it in my mind, why not go by the
beach? Now that would be a very natural thing for me to think because | love the beach. But God said | will
write my law in their minds.

It was just a flash in my mind. Why not go the coast route? Enjoy a beautiful day. Take a leisure drive.

Who put that in my mind? The Lord wrote His law in my mind because He knew a young couple from
Montana were desperate and needed God. I'll write my law in their hearts. Now you see, | thought, man, |
love the beach and | love driving up by Malibu and | love that whole drive up by Zuma Beach and the
whole thing.

Why not? God put it in my heart. And | thought, wow, I'd love to do that. And | did it because that's what |
wanted and loved to do.

| wasn't saying, oh, got to go by Malibu and Zuma. It was a desire of my heart. That's where God wrote His
law.

And as | turned and wound down Sunset Boulevard, | heard God was saying, good boy. Oh, He's made it
so easy. Writing His law right on the fleshly tablets, right in our minds.

Not on a table of stones that says, thou shalt, thou shalt not. But now it's, oh, boy, I'd like to do that. Hey,
that would be great, you know.

And then all of a sudden | discovered that's exactly what He wanted. That's what He had in mind. I'm
following the plan of God.

Oh, but it's so much fun. Surely, if it's God's plan, it's got to be miserable. And I've got to be just struggling
under this heavy cross.

I'm just trying my best to rise up under the agony and pain. No way. Jesus said, my yoke is easy, my
burden is light.

You will find rest for your soul. I'll write My law in your mind and on the fleshly tablets of your heart. That
puts it in My reach.

And they shall not teach every man his neighbor and every man his brother, saying, now know the Lord.
For all shall know Me from the least to the greatest. For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness.

And their sins and their iniquities will | remember no more. Now, you see, this is God. This isn't me.
It's not on my faithfulness now. It's on God's work in my heart. God's work in my mind.
God's work in my life. | will know Him. He will reveal Himself.

And He will be merciful to my failures. And He will not remember my iniquities anymore. In that He saith, a
new covenant He made the first old.

Now that which decays and waxes old is ready to vanish away. And the old covenant soon vanished.
Right after this, the priesthood was over.
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70 A.D. The end of the old covenant. And even those Jews today who are orthodox or claim to be
orthodox are not obedient to the old covenant because there is no priest, there is no high priest, there is
no offering for their sins. They are not keeping covenant with God no matter how religiously they may
watch their diets or keep the Sabbath or offer their prayers at the Western Wall or at the tomb of David or
at the tomb of Rachel or at the tomb of Abraham.

The old decayed, passed away with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. This was written just six years
before the destruction of Jerusalem. So His declaration, now that which decays and waxes old is ready to
vanish away was fulfilled within six years. It vanished away.

But, ours is an everlasting covenant. This new covenant that God has. Covenant established upon better
promises, upon a high priest who does not die, does not change, who does not have to offer sacrifices for
his own sins before he offers for me, but once and for all offered the sacrifice before God by which | am
saved to the uttermost as | come to God by Him.

Shall we pray? Father, we thank You for our great high priest, Jesus Christ, who has passed into heavens
for us, not into the earthly tabernacle, but Lord, right there before Your throne, right there on Your right
hand. How grateful we are, Father, that You have given to us such a great high priest who loves us and
who has washed us and cleansed us from our unrighteousness and who has changed our hearts and who
has changed our minds and who has changed our nature through whom we have been born again by the
Spirit of God into a spiritual life. Thank You, Father, for the walk and the life in the Spirit that we
experience through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen. Jesus said, Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, take my yoke upon you and learn
of me. The purpose of the Sunday evening studies is to fulfill the third part of that command of Jesus, to
learn of Him.

The reason why He said, learn of me is that He knows that the more you know Him, the more you will love
Him because the more you will realize how much He loves you and all that He has done for you. So, we
encourage you to continue your reading faithfully next week, the ninth and the tenth chapters as we
continue through the Bible learning about Jesus Christ. For He declared Himself that the volume of the
book was written about Him.

Lo, | have come as it is written of me in the volume of the book to do Thy will, O Lord. And so, coming and
learning of Him, we grow in grace and in knowledge of our Lord and Savior. And so, may the Lord be with
you and may the Lord bless you and keep His hand upon your life and watch over you and strengthen you
and guide you this week as He lays upon your heart His desires and His plans, as He plants in your mind
His will and His purpose.

And may you just have a beautiful week walking with the Lord, obedient unto Him, doing His will. In Jesus'
name.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/6/SID6624.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/chuck-smith/through-the-bible-hebrews-7-8/
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