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A Guiding Voice in the Storm

by Carter Conlon

Carter Conlon's sermon emphasi zes the necessity of listening to God's voice and the church'srole in guiding
society through spiritual storms.

Duration: 42:16
Scripture: Psalm 24:7, Psalm 133:1, Daniel 5:18-23, Jonah 2:2, Luke 14:23, Acts 27:23-24, Romans 12:1-2
Topics: "Spiritual Awakening", "Godly Guidance"

Description

The sermon titled 'A Guiding Voice in the Storm' based on Acts chapter 27 emphasizes the importance of
seeking God's direction and being a guiding voice in the midst of societal storms. It calls for a national
spiritual awakening and a return to prayer, unity, and obedience to God's will. The message highlights the
need for courage, surrender to God's plan, and a focus on glorifying Christ and saving the lost, even at
personal cost.

Transcript

Acts, chapter 27, please, if you'll turn there, the New Testament, book of Acts, chapter 27. My message
title is A Guiding Voice in the Storm. A Guiding Voice in the Storm.

Now, this is not just a message for Times Square Church, but | believe that God has spoken to my heart
that this is a message for the church body at large in this country. And so for those that are listening
online, for those that are visiting or have the capability, | rarely have asked this, | think maybe once or
twice before at the very most, to post this message on websites, get it out to as many people as you can. |
believe this is a word from the Lord and the Holy Spirit will bear witness to it, if it is.

If | bear witness to myself alone, then my witness is not true. The Holy Spirit has to bear witness to what
he has given. | personally believe this to be a pivotal word for this country, for the church age that we're
living in right now.

And | don't say this lightly, I've weighed making such a statement before making it, but | believe it in my
heart and I'm prepared for whatever comes because of that. Now, Father, | thank you, God, with all my
heart. Lord, you'll never leave us without direction.

You'll never leave us without a word. In any season that we're living in, no matter what we've done, you'll
speak to us. It has been your pattern throughout history.
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It's the way you always deal with your own people and with nations. Now, God Almighty, | dare not even
attempt this without the anointing of your Holy Spirit. I'm asking you, Lord, to come and put a weight on
this word that cannot be explained but by the presence of God.

I'm asking you for clarity of thought and courage of heart that is deeper than what | have. | ask you, God
Almighty, speak to your house and to your church and help us to have ears to hear. Give us the grace not
to turn away at this time.

Help us as a people here and help those who will hear this message in the days ahead. And | thank you. |
yield my body to you and | ask you, Lord, to use me as a vessel.

Do great good for this country and for your church. | ask this in Jesus' name. Acts chapter 27, beginning at
verse 21, a guiding voice in the storm.

But after long abstinence, Paul stood forth in the midst of them and said, Sirs, you should have hearkened
to me and not have loosed from Crete and to have gained this harm and loss. And now | exhort you to be
of good cheer, for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you but of the ship. For there stood by me
this night the angel of God, whose | am and whom | serve, saying, Fear not, Paul, thou must be brought
before Caesar, and, lo, God has given thee all them that sail with thee.

Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer, for | believe, God, that it shall be even as it was told me. Howbeit, we
must be cast upon a certain island. Now, you and | are living at a season in this nation where it is
becoming quickly evident that a national spiritual awakening is our only lasting hope for the future.

We look around us and we see that we've embarked on a journey, as many societies have before us, and
we've gotten ourselves into a storm. We're being driven by the winds now. We're attempting to keep
ourselves together, but it is obvious that we've lost our moral and our directional compass as a nation.

We were given great favor from God in America, and we're given an understanding of His ways of dealing
with those who have come before us. But just like the last king of Babylon did, we have ignored the
warnings and pursued the course of our own downfall. Let me read it to you.

Daniel stood before this last Babylonian king, and here's the words that he said to him. O thou king, the
most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and a majesty, and glory, and honor. And for
the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him.

Whom he would, he slew, and whom he would, he kept alive. And whom he would, he set up, and whom
he would, he put down. But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed
from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him.

And he was driven from the sons of men. And his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was
with the wild asses. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven.

Till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointed over it
whomsoever he will. And this, and thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thy heart, though thou
knewest all this, but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven. And they brought the vessels of his
house before thee.
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And thou, and thy lords, thy wives, thy concubines, have drunk wine in them. And thou hast praised the
gods of silver, and gold, and brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know. And the God
in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.

Then was the part of the hand sent from him, and this writing was written. This is the interpretation, verse
26, of the thing. God has numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

Just like in Acts chapter 27, we ignored the warnings of God, and proceeded on a journey that was led by
our own senses, and by our own reasonings. And now, we're in a place where we're being driven by
circumstances that are now beyond our control. It says in verse 15 of Acts 27, When the ship was caught,
and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive.

We had the testimony in the history. We're not a nation that was ignorant of scriptural truth. We know how
God has dealt with nations, and individuals, and circumstances that have come before us.

We had the study of the scriptures. We knew that you couldn't play games with the Holy God. Scripture
after scripture, lesson after lesson, verse after verse, time after time, yet still, in the midst of this
knowledge, the nation itself cast off moral restraint, threw away the revealed knowledge of Almighty God,
and began to honestly praise the gods of silver, and gold, and wood, and stone, and things that come from
the minds of men.

And if that were not tragedy enough, it seemed that the church attached to the value system of this
country followed through with her. And now we have theological perspectives that have weakened this
nation tremendously, about coming to Christ is all about wealth, it's all about health, it's all about
prosperity, it's all about success. The very, very same value system.

The worshipping of gold, and silver, and stone, and brick, and things that come from the minds and the
efforts of men. And because of this loss of vision, this loss of the revelation of God, the nation headed out
onto a course of its own choosing, its own direction, even though the word of God clearly warned us, and
societies before us, that if you head in this direction, like the Titanic did in 1912, you're going to hit an
iceberg, and in spite of how much you sing, and how much you try to prop yourself up, your nation is going
to go down. We're in a place now, where we have arrogantly set our course against the ways of God, as a
people, as a nation.

And now, we're being driven by the wind. Now, there's a lack of leadership. Now, we're in a situation,
where there seems to be no directional, and no moral compass anymore, in the nation.

We've done our best to hold this country together, and in desperation, we're beginning to cast overboard
the tackling of the ship. Verses 17 to 19, says in the book of Acts, And when they had taken up, they used
helps, undergirding the ship, and fearing lest they should fall into quicksands, they straked sail, and were
so driven, and being exceedingly tossed with the tempest, the next day they lightened the ship, and the
third day, we cast out with our own hands, the tackling of the ship. The tackling of the ship represents
those things that have been standards, all throughout our history, in helping us to get to this point on our
journey.

Certain standards, that were bedrock in this nation, such as the sacred right of children to live, who are yet
unborn in the womb. That was a standard, that was a given, that was not negotiable. Now, I'm not a
doctor, and I'm not suggesting there may not be circumstances, that need to be considered.
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But what | am telling you, is that when we begin to murder our unborn children in the womb, for
convenience sake, we have cast out all standards of what is right. We've lost the sanctity of life, and we've
crossed a line, folks, that is terrifying in the least. We've thrown out the sanctity of marriage as defined by
God, from the very beginning of time as we know it, where God designed one man and one woman to be
in a home to raise children.

It's a very bedrock of stability of our society, and we've thrown it overboard. We've thrown away biblical
morality. And now everything goes.

It doesn't matter what it is, it doesn't matter if the Bible calls it evil, we're now calling it good. We've now
succumbed to the Adamic nature, when Adam bit into that theological fruit of Satan in the Garden of Eden,
Satan's logic that he presented to Adam and Eve was that, you don't have to be under the dominion of
God, you can be as God, and you can choose what is good, and you can choose what is evil. And that's
what we've let govern us now as a people.

We're throwing overboard biblical morality. Tragic. Very soon, we might even have to deal with the
throwing overboard of the right of free speech and self-government.

This may also come into the hands of those who would cast it aside for a new morality, a new generation,
a new direction. You see, in a storm, people are willing to consider and do things that they wouldn't do
under normal circumstances. Under normal circumstances, they would never throw overboard the
tackling.

But because of the storm, because of the ferocity of the storm, when people have lost their spiritual
moorings and they begin to be afraid, they'll throw almost anything overboard for what they believe is
safety and security. This is why the role of the church is so pivotal at this juncture in history. Just like the
Apostle Paul did, we now have a window of opportunity coming our way to be a guiding voice in the storm.

Now keep in mind that this window will only be open for a short season. But Paul was ready when the call
came. Paul had been in the belly of the ship.

Paul had fought through his own struggles, his own belly of hell as it is. Paul knew he was being carried on
this journey by the spiritual ignorance of those who would no longer listen to the word of God. Paul was
suffering hardship.

Paul was counted among those who had been taken prisoner. Paul's voice was discounted. Paul was
marginalized.

Paul was looked upon as some kind of a religious nut. | have no doubt about that in the beginning. When
he said, listen, you should not take this journey because it has always resulted in destruction throughout
history.

He probably went to the captain and said, listen, you know the history of people who have sailed in this
season. You know the currents. You know the winds.

Why are you doing this? And the captain discounted him. No, you're just some kind of a religious nut who
just simply wants to have his way. So put him where the prisoners are in the belly of the ship.
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And Paul had been there. And Paul had struggled there. And Paul had suffered there, just like many who
are here today.

You're in your own personal crisis. You're in your own personal time of need and want and difficulty. And
you need deliverance as much as anybody else does.

But even in this place, Paul had been in prayer. And he had a certain word given him about the course of
his own life, the future of the ship, and the safety of all those who would listen. And when Paul's moment
came and he was called to the deck of that ship, his life was a compelling testimony.

Verse 35 and 36 says, When he had thus spoken, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence
of them all. And when he had broken it, he began to eat. Then were all they of good cheer, and they took
on some meat.

So suddenly, in the midst of all of this difficulty, a window opens. Now imagine if Paul hadn't been ready.
Imagine if Paul was down there grumbling with the rest of the prisoners if his whole focus was on himself
and his own security.

If Paul had not been in prayer, if Paul had not gotten a word from God, when that window opened, he
would have stood on the deck, perhaps called by the captain, | really don't know. But he would have stood
there and he would have had no more hope or encouragement than anybody else around. He would have
had some ideas maybe, but he would not have had the mind nor the word of God.

But he was a man who prayed. And he prayed through his own struggle. And that's what you and | have to
do now.

We've got to pray through our own little personal or big personal battles. Those darkened places, those
voices that say this is hopeless, your life is not going to amount to anything. How do you think, Paul, that
you're ever going to affect this journey and this generation? Do you think the 276 above you are going to
listen to you? The devil would have been right over Paul's shoulder.

Get bitter, Paul, like everybody else. Get divide. Join those who are part of a bitter divide.

Join those who are rebellious at heart. Join those who want vengeance on those who have caused this
ignorance of this journey. No, Paul shunned it all and Paul went to prayer and God gave him a word.

It wasn't a pleasant word either, might | add. The word that God gave to Paul is, he said, don't be afraid.
You must be brought before Caesar.

In other words, Paul, you're on a collision course, but not with a sand dune or a barrier reef or a 30 foot
wave. You're on a collision course with Caesar. You're going to be brought before Caesar in chains and
you're going to be taken there as a testimony of the power of God.

You're going to stand before this man who thinks he is God and you're going to tell him he's not God.
There is a God in heaven and there is a God in the earth. And God said, Paul, the Lord has given you all
them that sail with you.

It's not just you, but because of you, many people are going to be saved. He was in prayer. He had a
course.
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He had a word. In other words, Paul, you're going to finish your course and your course is going to matter.
And that's why you and | have to be in prayer now.

We've got to get a word from God. We have to know. And God will speak if we will listen.

If we'll put away our thoughts about what we think our future should be. If we'll put away our own desires
that we bring into the prayer closet and say, Lord, here's where | think my life should go. Would you be
kind enough to bless it? Imagine if Paul had done that in the belly of the ship.

Lord, | would much rather be on a Caribbean cruise than be here right now. And of course, | am your
servant. And the Bible does say you bless your servants.

So Lord, I'm just going to say, bless me now and take me on a Caribbean cruise. And I'd like a nice house
in Athens. | hear it's nice this time of year there.

So imagine if that was Paul's focus. No, Paul went to the Lord and God said, no, you're going to stay in
chains. You're going to go through the storm.

You're going to be a night and a day in the deep. You're going to make it safe to land. You're going to stay
a captive.

You're going to appear before Caesar. And some wonderful things are still going to happen through your
life. And that was the word.

And God said, and besides this, because you are a man of prayer, because you are a man of vision and
faith, I'm going to bring through the 276 people that are with you on this journey. When Paul stood on the
deck of that ship, his life was a compelling testimony of the keeping power of God, the inner strength that
was supernatural, vision and direction for the future, and the joy, the absolute joy of being surrendered to
Jesus Christ. This life of this man, Paul, moved that particular portion of the society around him to consider
the ways and the word of God.

We don't know what they did after they came to land, but we do know that no man can easily push this
experience from his conscience from that day forward. | happen to believe in my heart that we're going to
have a short awakening in America. There's going to be a season where people come back to the house
of God to consider their ways again.

It will last probably about two years, but | don't know what will happen at the end of it. | know people will be
given an option to consider the ways of God. Some will and some won't.

That's always the way it is. Of the 276 miraculously delivered, I'd like to think they all came to Jesus Christ,
but | somehow rather doubt that. The church is supposed to be a compelling testimony to this world.

Jesus used a parable in Luke chapter 14, and in that parable he talks about a man who threw a great
banquet, a feast, and invited those who were supposed to attend, and they all with one consent refused.
Most historians relate that to Israel. God had this incredible banquet for Israel, and Israel refused to come
into the invitation as it is that he had set for them.

Now they will respond eventually, we know that from scripture, but at that season they refused to respond.
Then the master said to the servant, go out into the highways and the lanes, and he said, bring in the
lame, the poor, the blind, and the maimed. Historians say that was the ministry of Jesus Christ when he
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came.

The three years he walked in public ministry on the earth, he was focused on the lame, and the poor, and
the maimed, and the blind, and invited them into the house of God, which was actually quite radical,
because of course in the Old Testament these would not have access to the holy place, but through Jesus
Christ that was all changed, and an entrance was made for all people to come into the presence of God.
And then the servant went and he said, I've done these things, and yet there's still room. And then he said
to his servant, the master said, now go out, and compel them, go up to the highways and compel them to
come in, that my house may be filled.

And most historians say that's the church age that we're now living in. And so your life and mine is to be a
compelling testimony to this generation. In other words, we're to present to them, through the sovereign
working and leading of God in our lives, irrefutable evidence of the reality of the living God, now living
within us, made possible by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

This is exactly what happened in Acts chapter 2. Ordinary people like you and | went into the presence of
God and they prayed. It was an unpopular time. Jesus had just been crucified.

This crowd was not in a Christian type religious mood. They were in a religious mood, but it was to Kkill
those who were followers of Christ. And the people in that upper room had to have known this.

It was dangerous to call yourself a disciple of Christ at that time. Peter knew it. That's why he denied ever
knowing Him.

He feared for his life at that moment. But they went into that upper room and they went to prayer. And God
began to unfold to them a plan for each of their lives.

Not their plan, but His plan. And men and women came out of that upper room, just as Paul came out of
the belly of that ship, completely gripped by God, knowing in some cases that it was going to cost them
their lives. They had to have known.

Because God would not hide it from those. He would not send them on a journey thinking all is going to be
well in one sense, if it was going to cost them at the end of the journey. And so | know that the Holy Spirit
would have spoken to many in that upper room.

But He would have also spoken to them about the giftings, the power, the joy, the ability to surrender to
the will of God, the great glory that was going to come to His name, the numbers of people that would
come into the kingdom of God, if they would come out of that upper room embracing the plan of God, go
headlong as it is into the midst of the social storm that's around them, and stand supernaturally
empowered by the Holy Spirit of Almighty God, their very voices, the intonations of their voices, their lives,
their hearts, their speech, their future, the obvious and evident empowerment of the Holy Spirit to go
beyond the natural borders of the humanness, and to stand in the midst of that society declaring there is a
God, He did come, He did die, He did rise from the dead, He does inhabit the people, He does carry us
through the storms that we have to face, He does give us supernatural ability, He is preparing for us a
place where we will dwell with Him for all time and forever, He does give supernatural giftings to those
who belong to Him, and who are the called according to His purpose. And they stood there, and people
looked, now this is a crowd that was anti-Christ, they're standing there, they're looking, there's at least
3,000 probably more, and they're looking at these people who are willing to risk it all to come into the plain
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view, and they're standing there, speaking with such authority about who God is, and what God is willing
to do, and how God has carried them thus far, and what God's going to do in the future, and upon them
there's this initial visible evidence, because they're speaking to people they shouldn't be able to speak to,
in manners they shouldn't be able to speak, they're gripped by the Spirit of Almighty God, and that society
that perhaps days before had been crying out, crucify Him, are looking at this, and in the midst of their
storm, and their captivity, and their confusion, the Roman Empire has captivated their society, in the midst
of it all, they're looking at these men and women who are God gripped, saying, what must we do to have
that kind of a relationship with God? But this kind of a response does not come to a casual Christianity.
We have put coffee makers in the back of our churches, we've done surveys, built bowling alleys and
swimming pools, have wine tasting parties and dances, thinking that this is going to bring people into the
Kingdom of God, when it is the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit alone.

Oh, the foolishness of this church age, the foolishness of this generation. Do we have the courage to look
at ourselves in this time? Do we have the courage, or will we resist the voice of God? Do we have the
humility left to say, my ways may not be God's ways, my thoughts might not be God's thoughts, our plans
might not be God's plans. Do we have the courage like Daniel, to open the window and face Jerusalem
again, and say, Lord, we have done disservice to your testimony in the earth, we've not brought about
deliverance, because we've dealt casually with the holy things of God, we've played games with holy
vessels, we've failed, Lord, to come into your presence and seek your will, and to walk in the holiness that
you require of your people.

Oh no, it's my desire, and it should be yours, to present to this generation irrefutable evidence of the reality
of Jesus Christ. My constant prayer is, Holy Spirit, come upon me again. Expand the borders of my mind,
and my heart, and my life, and take me deeper, take me farther.

God Almighty, do more than you've done in the past. Thank you for yesterday, but that's gone. We're
talking about today and tomorrow now.

Lord, you've got to do more. There was an awakening that came through the life of Paul at this particular
moment, because he prayed. Jonah chapter 2, verse 2, the prophet Jonah says, Out of the belly of hell |
cried, and you heard my voice.

He prayed, and | want to remind you, he found victory, not from his situation, he found victory in his
situation. His situation didn't change, but his heart did, his mind did, his perspective did. He found victory,
and when he stood on the deck of that ship, he still wasn't changed, he was still a captive.

He was still being led on the journey to stand before Caesar, but he stood in absolute victory. I've written a
chapter about it in one of the books | wrote before, that in that moment of time, he's no longer a captive,
he's now captain of the ship, only for a short season. We have a season ahead of us as a church age.

It's only a short season, but we must get back to the prayer closet. We must pray again for the will of God.
We must get rid of the foolish handling of holy things.

We must come in and pray. There has to be a burden saying, God, people are going to die in this
generation. People are going to perish if we don't rise to this moment as a church age.

We're going to lose everything that we've ever valued and held dear. On the outside. But that which is of
God within us cannot be taken away.
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Paul heard the will of God for his life, and he yielded and he believed it. He said, There stood by me this
night the angel of God, whose | am and whom | serve, saying, Fear not, Paul, thou must be brought before
Caesar. And, lo, God has given thee all them that share with thee.

Wherefore, sirs, he said, be of good cheer, for | believe, God, that it shall be even as it was told me. Do
you know how strange that must have seemed to the 276 on that ship? Where there's a man saying, An
angel stood with me and spoke to me and said, Paul, you're going to be taken as a captive before a man
that they knew was a lunatic. Caesar was a lunatic.

Most of them believed they were gods by this point. And the soldiers would be looking and saying, This is
a good report? What is it that makes this man so happy? What gives him this strength? It was simply that
he had heard a word from God, he yielded to it, and he believed it. And he said, be of good cheer.

It had to have done something to the hearts of those that were traveling on that vessel with him. To say,
this man is in the same mess that we're in, and he says he has a relationship with God, and God is not
delivering him from the mess, but in the midst of it, is delivering him. | could see the captain at some
moment saying, Whatever this man says, listen to him.

Whatever he tells you to do, do that. Amazing. His focus was on glorifying Christ and saving the lost.

It says, when he had thus spoken, verse 35, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence of
them all. And when he had broken it, he began to eat. And then they were all of good cheer, and they also
took some meat.

Paul had a singular focus, that Christ be glorified through his life. Now this is a man that God's about to
take into a prison cell, and he's going to put a pen in his hand, and not being able to do anything else, he's
going to start writing letters to his friends. How could he have known, that those letters would be put into
books, and into every language on the face of the earth, and they would be sent and read for thousands of
years.

How could he have known? There had to be this inner joy, that it doesn't make sense to the natural mind,
but God, if | choose to fulfill your calling for my life, some great good that | may not live to see, on this
earth is going to come from it. He yielded, he believed. His focus was on glorifying Christ, and on the
saving of the lost.

No matter what it cost him personally. And that's where it gets hard. We love to come to church, to get
something, we all do.

We get peace, we get deliverance, we get freedom, we get joy, we get relief. But what happens the
moment that the Lord says, | want you to embrace my burden, for a lost society. And | want you to yield
your body as a living sacrifice, to my plan, even though it may cost you, personally.

This is a battle I've had to go through. And it's a battle you'll have to go through. Because none of us want
to be inconvenienced.

We just want to go out on the road, and we want to take a cup of holy water, and just throw it on a crowd,
and suddenly they're all speaking in tongues, and that's kind of the extent, then go back to church. None
of us like the thought, of following the journey of Paul. The hardship, the difficulty that may come, when we
fully choose to embrace Christ.
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But | want to suggest to you, nothing else will make a difference, in this generation. We've had tapes, radio
shows, programs, television, and our society is going to hell in a hand basket right now. What we have
presented to this country has not worked.

As a matter of fact, it's sent this whole generation in another direction. It's time to take everything, and put
it aside, and go back to prayer. Go back to the will of God.

Go back to the embracing of the will of God. We have a window, of opportunity. And it will require the
whole church, the whole church, of every denomination.

No matter what name is on the door, if the bloodline is in the center of it, it requires everyone who has
trusted in Christ, for their salvation to rise to this moment. | don't believe there's time, for any superstar
preachers anymore. It's the whole church now.

The whole church. It's finally dawned on us, in America that we're on the tipping point, as a society right
now. I've been told that, more than half of this society, define themselves as liberal now.

And that will soon be, some say, up to 70%. When our next generation, of young people have been told,
there is no God in our schools, graduate. We have only a short window.

As a church age, we have played games with the Holy God. We've done foolishly. But the window to
Jerusalem, as in Daniel's day, is still open.

The window to God's power, the window to God's provision, the window to God's mercy, is still open. If
God can find a people, who are willing to get on their knees, and turn, and say, Lord, whatever it costs, I'm
asking you God, to use my life for your glory. Help me, to be a help to others.

Help me, God, to walk righteously. Because you don't answer the prayers, of people who regard iniquity in
their heart. Help me to turn from sin, and turn to doing what is right.

Help me to get out of arguments, and positions, that are not godly. Help me to get away from these things,
and to agree with the word of God. Help me, Lord Jesus Christ, to stand in the marketplace, not as a
coward, but as a believer, a man or woman of God, filled with your Holy Spirit.

Standing up, and making an open declaration, of what is right, and what is true. Help me, God, to walk in
the supernatural, and not rest upon the natural, all the time in my life. Help me to trust, that if you open the
door, and | walk through, you'll walk through with me.

And you'll glorify your own name, through my life. God Almighty, help me, to be, a guiding voice, in the
storm. We have only a short season, ahead of us.

And God is calling his church, everywhere, to rise to this moment, to this occasion. | have to trust, for
those who will hear this in the future, on tape, that you will, acknowledge, because the Holy Spirit, will bear
witness to your heart, that these words are from the throne of God. | haven't chosen to do this, or to
preach this today.

This is something the Lord's put on my heart, very deeply. We have only a short season. We have to go
back to prayer.
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And have to have that willingness to stand, no matter who does or doesn't, in this day. Here's where it
starts. Get the victory now.

Paul got the victory, before the deck. He got it in the belly of the ship. Get the victory now.

The victory, that you need to turn from, whatever sin is captivating you, get the victory now. Get the victory
over a divided heart. The part of you that says, | want to go all the way with God, and the other part that
says, | don't.

Get that victory, and have the courage to go all the way with God. Be prepared, to hear from God, and
when you do, to yield to his plan, and believe him, for the resource to finish the journey. And ask him for a
heart, that focuses, on glorifying Christ, and saving the lost.

That is the work of God on the earth. Ask him for that heart. Say, Lord help me, to live a life that brings
glory to you, and that | might live to see people come to Christ, because of your working in my life.

Not because | threw a pamphlet in their face, as good as that may be, but there's something in me they
see. They come and ask me for a reason, for the hope that is in me. And see that's what happened, with
Paul, the sailors on that ship, and the soldiers would have said, why does this man have such hope, when
we have such despair? Why does he see a future, when we see destruction? What is inside of this man,
that makes him different than we are? And that's why the apostle Peter said, we're to be ready, to give an
answer for those who ask for a reason, for the hope that is in us.

And how much more in this day ahead, when the Lord is going to give us hope, in the midst of this storm.
And give us the courage to be a voice, for Him. | don't know how many are willing to take this journey on,
but | am.

Only by the grace of God. I'm not naturally a brave person. The courage | have, comes from the Lord.

I'm willing to take this journey on. And the question today is, how many, how many really, care, about the
276 that are going to die in the storm? How many of us really, are willing, to say God, help me to get rid of
my agenda, and take on yours. And fill me with your Holy Spirit, and give me a strength that can only
come from God.

If that's you today, that's the cry of your heart. If it isn't, there's not much | can do for you, except hope that
you make it to the throne of God one day. But if it is the cry of your heart, | want to ask you to join me at
the front of this sanctuary, and between the screens in the annex, and other places that are watching,
such as Roxbury.

And we're going to pray together, that the Lord give us the courage, to become that voice of God, in the
storm that we're about to enter into, and are already feeling today. Would you stand please? If that's you,
just slip out and come, and we'll pray together. In the balcony, go to either exit if you will.

The main sanctuary. Just slip out. Those who want courage to stand.

Can you do something a little different than we normally do? Could you take the hand on the person, of
the person rather, beside you, on either side of you. Just join hands together. Because we're going to
need each other.
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We're going to have to do this as a church, and it's a sign of the church of Jesus Christ, all over this
country, joining hands. Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, Salvation Army, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, you name
it. Joining hands together, those who know Christ as Savior.

And the scripture says, How good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell together in unity. It's like the
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, and went down to
the skirts of his garments. As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion, there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life forevermore.

When we make the choice to walk in unity with God's will, for our lives, and in unity with one another, as
the body of Christ, for this purpose. God says, | command through you, through you, | command the
blessing of life. Everywhere your borders are, everywhere the skirts of your garment are found, every state
in the United States, every denomination, every corner, every place, every influence.

He said, | command this blessing of everlasting life, to come through you. Father, we simply take you at
your word today. We stand in agreement with your words, that you wrote in the text of scripture.

You will have to give us the grace, to walk together as one. You will have to give us the burden. You'll
have to break down the barriers, the borders, Lord, all of the denominational differences that divide us.

You Lord, will have to break it all down. We put it all into your hands. But God, give us the grace, Lord
Jesus Christ, to recognize the dangerousness of this hour, that we're living in.

Give us the grace to join hands together, and to come into unison, oh God, with your will for us, as your
people on this earth. And Lord, into unity one with another. And we believe that you will command the
blessing of life.

You'll command it in our homes. You'll command it to our children. You'll command it in our families.

You'll command it in our workplace. You'll command it, God, throughout this country. And many, many,
many, Lord, in spite of what happens to us economically, many will come into the kingdom of God.

Lord, for this we give you glory. For this we give you thanks. Lord, | thank you for my brother.
| thank you for my sister. | thank you for your body. | thank you for your church.

| thank you, God, for being part of something through which you command a blessing on this society, this
country, this generation. We receive it, oh God, and we believe it with all our hearts. And we give you
thanks in Jesus' mighty name.

Hallelujah to the Lamb of God. Thank you, Lord. Hallelujah.

| see the king of glory. Can you sing that song? | want to go singing one more song, folks, because you
have got to see this. Christ is about to do something profound in our generation.

And by grace, he's inviting us into his work. He's inviting us as his church to be, not to judge us, but to be
part of what he wants to do so that we can put away what we don't need to have and we can lay hold of
the things that are important to the kingdom of God. | see the king of glory coming on the clouds with
power.
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| see it with all my heart. God bless you. Let's go singing today.

Let's sing this song together, then we'll go.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/24/SID24639.mp3
Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/ji2MthTEzKM.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/a-guiding-voice-in-the-storm/
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