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Spirit Filled, Word Centered Praying
by Bill McLeod

Bill McLeod emphasizes the significance of combining Spirit-filled and word-centered approaches to prayer for

effective communication with God.

Duration: 48:57

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 29:11, Matthew 6:9

Topics: "Prayer In The Spirit"

Description

In this sermon transcript, the speaker shares his experience of speaking at a conference where he felt the
presence of God. The church was packed with 12-1400 people, and the speaker gave an invitation for
salvation and revival. The speaker also mentions a conference held by six Baptist groups that aimed to
bring more people to Jesus, but they were disappointed with the low numbers. They decided to have a
revival conference the following year and prayed for a speaker. Two weeks before the conference, the
speaker was sent to Argentina and spoke at various places, including a Southern Baptist seminary. The
speaker emphasizes the importance of waiting on the Lord and being silent before Him, as God wants to
speak and show us how to pray. The speaker also mentions being awakened at night to pray and
references Amy Carmichael, a famous missionary to India.

Transcript

Here was Peter and John being threatened by the high priests. They'd wrought a great miracle, rather God
wrought a great miracle through them, and they were being threatened. And so we read in verse 21, Acts
4, So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish
them, because of the people.

For all men glorified God for that which was done. For the man was above forty years old, on whom this
miracle of healing was shown. And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the
chief priests and elders had said unto them.

And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God
which hast made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that in them is. Who by the mouth of your servant
David hath said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings of the earth
stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. For of a truth
against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles,
and the people of Israel, were gathered together.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 2

For to do whatever your hand and your counsel determined before to be done. And now, Lord, behold
their threatenings, and grant unto your servants that with all boldness they may speak thy word, by
stretching forth your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child
Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together.

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. And the multitude
of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul. Neither said any of them that aught of the things
which he possessed was his own, but they had all things common.

And with great power the Apostles gave witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace
was upon them all. I'm very happy to be here for these few days to share from the Word of God with you.
My wife will be arriving a little later today and staying until next week, so we're very happy.

This was a little unexpected, and I know she's going to enjoy it, and we'll enjoy having her here as well.
Glad to have my son Tim here working with Emmanuel Mission International, living near Markham. And a
daughter of mine, Lois Churchill, she married Winston Churchill from Winnipeg.

They're serving the Lord in the Philippines with the Wycliffe Bible Translators, but they're home on
furlough, and they happen to be here. So some of our family. And it's good to meet people we've met
before and known and loved and prayed for, perhaps even for years.

I want to speak on the subject of word-centered and spirit- controlled praying. Word-centered and
spirit-controlled praying. And perhaps before I get into that, could I just say this? Be sure that you pray for
everyone who's ministering each day, whether they're ministering in song and word, testimonies or
whatever, as the brochure outlines the program.

Make sure you spend time, take time every day, because we don't have any power apart from God. And
the Spirit of God is supplied through the prayer of God's children, so the Bible tells me. And we depend
entirely on you.

And so let's do it together. You pray, we'll pray, and God will certainly bless. Word-centered praying.

What is that? There are approximately 400 prayers in the Bible, and there are 1,500 references, including
the 400 references to prayer altogether. It's interesting, in view of the fact there are 400 prayers, that the
word faith and the word trust occur about 400 times. It's as if God is saying to us, when you pray, then you
must believe.

Now faith is believing the promises of God. And there are 7,487 promises in the Bible. Now they don't all,
of course, apply to us, but thousands of them do.

And we need to know them, because faith is believing the promises of God, and prayer is pleading the
promises of God back to God. And it's important that we understand this. And as believers in Jesus Christ,
we ought to know hundreds of the promises of God.

There are promises in the word of God that will cover any emergency, trial, tribulation you'll ever be called
on to face or undergo. God has an answer for his people in his word. Word-centered praying, what is it?
Let's try and illustrate it from some places in the word of God.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

David, Nathan the prophet was sent to David, because David had decided to build a temple, and God did
not want him to build a temple. And so God sent Nathan to talk to David, to explain to him he was not to
build a temple. His son would do that.

But God gave David, through the prophet Nathan, a total of 10 different promises, things God said, I'm
going to do for you. How did David handle it? When Nathan was through, David got up, walked into the
temple of God, sat down before the Lord, it says, and he said many things. But he said this.

He said, Do as thou hast said. Do what you've said. These promises you gave me, now God I expect you
to do them.

He's praying, and he's pleading the promises back to God. His son Solomon, years later, prayed at the
dedication of the temple. And if you've ever studied his prayer, you'll be aware of the fact that more than
once he reminded God of the promises that he had made to David his son, that is Solomon's father.

He reminded God of that in his prayer. So both David and Solomon were pleading their promises back to
God. They were reminding God of what he said.

If I were to take a text, I suppose it would be those words of David, Do as thou hast said. It's as simple as
that. It's impossible to exercise faith, perhaps I should qualify that a little bit, but it's almost impossible to
exercise faith if I'm not aware of some promise that God has given covering directly or indirectly the thing
for which I am asking God.

Do as thou hast said. And, of course, God did. Daniel prayed a great prayer in the ninth chapter of his
book.

And you know what sparked that prayer of his? He was reading the book of Jeremiah. And as he was
reading the book of Jeremiah, he saw that the 70 years of captivity that Jeremiah had spoken about had
just about run out. And it got on his face before God, and he began to pray.

It, too, in my opinion, was word-centered praying because it was the result of his studying the book of
Jeremiah. And I know for myself, many times, after studying the word of God, sometimes in the middle of
a chapter, I have to stop and begin to pray. Perhaps begin to praise God.

Perhaps begin to intercede for others. But the word of God moves me constantly to pray, to praise, to
supplicate God. And so then prayer that comes this way out of the word of God is certainly word-centered
praying.

The church in Acts chapter 4, do you ever analyze their prayer? Their prayer is largely a quotation of the
second psalm. They're reminding God of what He said in the second psalm. It was word-centered praying.

And I think when we talk to God, we don't have to always be quoting Bible verses, but I think it's an
excellent way to talk to God, just to remind Him of what He said. Not that God ever forgets, but He seems
to love to hear His people pray, and He loves to hear us remind Him of what He has said. The Lord Jesus
Christ in Matthew 6, in what we call the Lord's Prayer, He was quoting in part from 1 Chronicles 29 and
verse 11.

Thine is the kingdom, that's from 1 Chronicles 29.11. And the glory and the power, that's in 1 Chronicles
29.11. Jesus, the Apostle Paul, in 1 Timothy chapter 2, I exhort therefore that first of all, supplications,
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prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings, and for all that are in authority,
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Savior, who will have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth. I want you to notice the word therefore.

I exhort therefore, which puts you back into chapter 1, because His appeal for God's children to pray is
based on something He's already said in chapter 1. And what do we find in chapter 1? We find Him talking
about the law, the Old Testament, and the gospel, the New Testament. And He says, the law is good, if a
man use it lawfully, knowing that the law is not made for a lawless person, for a lawless man, or for a
lawful man, for a righteous man, but for the lawless and the disobedient. So the law is good, in that it
performs a certain function, it makes me aware of the fact I am a sinner, and it tells me that because of my
sin, I am lost.

So in that sense, it's good. But He says the gospel is glorious. Did you notice that? The glorious gospel of
the blessed God? Because by that gospel I'm saved.

So when Paul says therefore, he's referring back to the fact men are lost, therefore pray. Men may be
saved, therefore pray. Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks.

He says make them for all men, for kings, all those in authority. This is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, who will have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
Word-centered pray.

Have you ever prayed that prayer in Psalm 139? He must be a dull clod of a Christian who has not prayed
that prayer. I suppose for myself I've prayed it many, many times. A hundred times, maybe more than that.

Search me, O God, and know my heart. Try me, and know my thoughts, and see if there be any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way eternal. Search me, O God, or the apostle, pardon me, David in the
Psalms, he said, judge me, examine me, prove me, try me.

All in the short compass of a couple of verses. Ever prayed that prayer? I pray to God, judge me, examine
me, prove me, try me, search me. And God after all is the only one that knows the hearts of the children of
men.

And all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. He's the master
psychiatrist, the wonderful counselor, and he knows how to communicate with us. You know, sometimes
Christians don't really believe that.

They'll tell me, I prayed for three years, God hasn't shown me anything. I don't believe it. Either they're
lying or God is, and it can't be God, because the scripture says God cannot lie.

Here's an interesting fact from Job 36. It says, God never takes his eyes off the righteous, but with kings
are they on the throne. It's much of the time I'm not listening.

I don't really want him to tell me what the problems really are. Search me, oh God. When you pray a
prayer like that, you have to give God the key to every room in your heart.

You can't say, God, you can go back three years, but you can't go back six years, because six years back
there's a skeleton hanging in the closet, never been dealt with. You can't tell God that. He won't search at
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all, unless he can search it all.

Then what is my response after God has searched my heart and shown me my sins, my failures and so
on? Here again, we can do it in the language of scripture. Hosea chapter 14 says, take with you words and
turn to the Lord. Say unto him, take away all iniquity and receive us graciously, so will we render the
calves of our lips.

We're not going to offer animals and altars for our sin, but the fruit of our lips, confessing to his name. So
take words and turn to the Lord and ask God to take away all iniquity and to receive you graciously. And
he'll do that in grace.

God is rich in mercy for his great love, wherewith he loved us. Word centered praying. Do you ever pray
this prayer? Order my steps in thy word and do not allow any iniquity to have dominion over me.

I pray that every morning. When I awaken, I give the day to God and I ask God to order my steps in his
word for this one day and to not allow any iniquity to have dominion over me. It's a tremendous prayer and
I'm sure if we pray it from our hearts and mean it with all our being, God will take care of it.

Oh, send out thy light and thy truth. Let them lead me because Satan is there to deceive me and lead me
astray. And I want God to lead me as the Bible says here again, another prayer, lead me in a plain path
because of my enemies.

Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk for I lift up my soul. Beautiful prayers reaching right into
my heart. So I pray for God to search me.

I confess my sin. Then I pray for God to keep me from sin. Keep me from evil that it may not grieve me.

First Chronicles four verse 10. Jabez, all that thou wouldest bless me indeed and enlarge my coast and
that your hand might be with me and that you would keep me from evil that it may not grieve me. And God
granted him that which he requested.

And surely dear people, if God did that for Jabez before Jesus Christ was born or the Bible was written
before Pentecost, before the spirit had come, surely, surely he'll do it for us today. If we pray the same
prayer, why not the same prayer? Oh, that thou wouldest bless me indeed and enlarge my coast and that
your hand might be with me and that you would keep me from evil that it may not grieve me. And God
granted him that which he requested.

Can you improve on a prayer like that? I can't. I can't. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.

I can't find better words than that if I thought for a thousand years. Can you? I will bless the Lord at all
times. His praise shall continually be in my mouth.

I don't know how to improve on that either. Abounding therein with thanksgiving, Paul said. I need to learn
how to do that.

The Bible gives us the world. It's all there just waiting for us. Word-centered praying.

Dear people, we need to read our Bibles. I once went through the Bible and I did my own cross
references. It was kind of a chain reference right through the Bible on the subject of the Holy Spirit and
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then I decided to do the same thing regarding prayer.

I didn't know what I was getting myself into. There's about 350 references to the Holy Spirit, but there's
1,500 references to prayer and I had an enormous task, but I stayed with it. I stayed with it and I learned
so much about prayer and these beautiful prayers God has given us.

From other people's lips perhaps, but now inspired of God and his word. And he loves to hear us, as I said
before, take his word and bring it back to him. Now we've had some examples from the Bible, the Lord
Jesus Christ himself, the church of Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul basing an appeal to prayer on the law and
the gospel.

I would like to take a few moments now and talk about Spirit-controlled praying because that's just as
important as the other is and perhaps even more important in some respects. Spirit-controlled praying and
here's where we begin. We begin with a statement in the Bible, we are but of yesterday and know nothing.

Do you agree with that? Or do you find it hard to agree with that? It says we know nothing. It also says in
the New Testament, if a man thinks he knows something, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know.
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.

Which do we have? Now there's a thought, it's a prayer really, in the book of Job and it says teach us what
we shall say unto him, for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness. Our minds are dark, our
hearts are dark. Thank God for the light God has put there.

But we haven't reached perfection yet. We cannot order our speech unto him by reason of darkness. I
wonder, did Paul have that in mind when he wrote what he wrote in Romans chapter 8, we know not what
we should pray for as we ought? To me that's the starting point of all prayer, that I don't know how to pray.

I don't know for what to pray. I don't even know when to pray. I don't know how long to pray.

But the Spirit, he says, helps our infirmities, our weakness in this area. The Spirit of God comes and he
helps us. He makes intercession for us with inarticulate groanings, one translation says, with groanings
that cannot be uttered.

The Spirit comes. He knows what the needs are. The field is the world.

He knows how to lead us in prayer. He knows how to communicate with us in our inner heart and show us
how to pray. That's where it starts.

I mentioned before there's 400 prayers in the Bible. There's over a hundred places in the Bible where God
refused to answer prayer. Now, I didn't know that until I made that particular study I mentioned a few
moments ago.

I knew there were some places. I had no idea there were so many. But in every case, the fault was on
man's side, not on God's side.

Sometimes we pray just because we feel we should pray. There's no heart in it, no intelligence behind it,
and no answer from heaven. But surely, think of this, if the prayers I pray I get from the Holy Spirit, since
those prayers began in heaven, they are positively sure to end there.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 7

And you can know that God will answer the prayers He has inspired His people to pray. That's why it says,
wait on the Lord. Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord, that all the earth keep silence before Him.

Because God wants to speak, and God wants to speak to my heart, and God wants to show me how to
pray. I'm wakened almost every night, two o'clock, three o'clock, four o'clock, just to pray. I don't always
get out of bed.

Sometimes I sit on the bed. Sometimes I'll sit in a chair or I might kneel. And the first thing I do is wait for
God to show me what He has in mind.

I'm reminded here of Amy Carmichael, a famous missionary to India. She was bedridden for 20 years after
falling into a pit that workmen had left unguarded. And she was still lying on her bed.

She smoothed the blankets towards the foot of her bed, and she said, Now Lord, come and sit here. I want
to talk to you for a while. The Lord was that real to her.

We don't want to be guilty of yawning our way through our prayers. Our prayer time should be the most
significant time of all our experience in our walk with God. Speak, Lord.

Your servant's listening, and he'll speak. And I speak, and I praise him. I tell him I love him.

And the time flies by. It's beautiful to let the Spirit take care of my infirmities, my darkness, my weakness. If
you're honest, you'll have to admit there's many times when you just don't feel like praying at all.

I feel the same sometimes. I don't feel like praying at all. Sometimes I don't even feel like preaching.

But I have to do it, and I trust God to be with me, whether preaching or praying or whatever. And the Lord,
he's in charge, and he knows what he's doing, even if I don't. Spirit-controlled praying.

Now, my prayers may be, according to the book of Proverbs, an abomination or a delight. And here's what
it says. The prayer of the upright is his delight.

I was thinking about that some weeks ago. I was thinking to myself, how could the prayer of a mere mortal
like myself be a delight to God? I mean, how can that be? When you think of the immensity of God, how
can God be delighted when I rattle off my prayers? The prayer of the upright is his delight. Now, keep that
in mind, because in Psalm 143, verses 8 and 10, there's a prayer we need to pray.

It says, Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk, for I lift up my soul unto thee. And then it says,
Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God. Thy spirit is good.

Lead me into the land of uprightness. Uprightness. Uprightness.

Uprightness. Uprightness. Ask God by the Holy Spirit to lead you into the land of uprightness, where you
become an upright person, living for the glory of God, not living hypocritically, not trying to deceive people
or God, but living uprightly.

And the prayer of the upright is his delight. And then it says, He that turns away his ear from hearing the
law, that is the word of God, even his prayer shall be abomination. If I am guilty of turning my back on the
will of God, the word of God, when I get down to pray, God says my prayer to him is an abomination.

Because I have no real concern to live for the glory of God. I'm doing my thing. I'm praying.
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Christians are supposed to pray, after all. But I'm not praying in the spirit, as I'm instructed to pray in the
word of God. I'm not doing that.

I'm just saying my prayers. I heard of something utterly ridiculous that actually happened in a church. An
airplane had crashed in the area.

A lot of people were killed. So Sunday morning, the pastor in this church reminded the congregation of
what had happened and said, I think we should have prayer for the bereaved families and the survivors
and so on. Then without warning, he called in a man in the congregation to lead in prayer.

And he caught the fellow off guard. And the fellow got to his feet and his prayer went like this. Dear God,
you know that plane crash? You know that plane crash over in County? In County? In County? Hey God,
didn't you read the newspaper? He actually prayed that way.

But you know, sometimes we wouldn't pray that in that ridiculous a way. But you know, sometimes, at
least any time that I'm not waiting for the spirit to agitate my heart, I'm sort of praying the same as he
prayed. The prayer of the upright is God's delight.

You know, I like what I read or referred to before about David going in and sitting, it says, before the Lord.
Isn't that beautiful? He sat before the Lord. You can sit down anywhere and know that the Lord is there.

In Him we live and move and have our being. There was a time, but it was many, many years ago when I
used to say, Oh, the Lord is a thousand miles away tonight. I know a lot better now because in Him we live
and move and have our being.

Like Paul said to a bunch of heathen at Mars Hill, God is not far from every one of us. Day or night, when I
awake, I am still with thee. You're lying in your bed in the presence of God.

You're sitting on a chair in the presence of God. You're driving your car in the presence of God. So you
can talk to God any time of the day or the night and know that God is listening.

But He wants us to learn the lesson of spirit-controlled praying. So the starting point then, I don't know
what to pray for as I ought, but the Spirit knows how I should be praying. So then I wait on God to burden
my heart.

Sometimes the Spirit just leads me to praise God, not to ask for anything at all. Other times I have a
tremendous burden for countries like Turkey, 50 million people, less than a hundred believers. It crushes
my spirit.

And I pray for Turkey. I pray for Saudi Arabia. There are really no known believers in Saudi Arabia.

There are some expatriates who have come in to work from outside who are believers. I pray for Saudi
Arabia, South Yemen, North Yemen, Maldives, 500,000 people in Maldives, little island group off the coast
of India. Not one believer in the whole country, not even one.

And I find myself praying for places like this. I've wakened sometimes in the middle of the night and prayed
two hours for China and wept before God for China, a billion people. And I just read a beautiful book called
The Church in China.
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Get a hold of this if you can and read it. The writer spent 17 years gathering information from mainland
China. And he says the most conservative estimate is that there are now 30 million believers in China.

And the most liberal estimate says a hundred million. There's a city in China with 700,000 people and
400,000 professed to be saved. There are counties in China where everyone in the county is a Christian.

Do you know why that book blessed my soul so much? Because of the hours I spent praying for China. I
had a tiny part in it and never even knew what was going on behind the bamboo curtain. The spider takes
hold with her hands and is in king's palaces.

That speaks to me of prayer. You can't keep the spiders out, even out of a king's palace. And the king
can't stop your prayers from entering his bed chamber, even.

The communists can stop people from getting in or out, but they can't stop your prayers from getting in.
They can't do that. And the Spirit of God, He knows what the needs are, where the church is suffering,
where prayer needs to be offered, for whom and when.

And He knows how to awaken us if we'll make ourselves available to God. We can do it in the daytime as
well as in the night, of course. And God will show us.

He'll lead us. You remember in Ephesians chapter 6, He talks about the Christian armor. And I don't want
to talk about that now, but He talks about the Christian armor.

And then He tells us the Christian's power, His strength. He says, praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints. And
then Paul adds, and for me.

Somebody called that all prayer. Praying all the time, always, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
and watching thereunto. You know, much of prayer is watching, watching with God, waiting in the
presence of God, saying nothing, just watching.

And God will quicken our memory, perhaps, respecting some things we have read and forgotten. He will
communicate to us in those times of waiting and watching, with all prayer and supplication for all saints.
The Bible does say we should pray for sinners, but the Bible says far more about Christians praying for
saints than it says about Christians praying for sinners.

Because when you have a healthy church, then sinners are converted. Let me give you just a little
illustration from Argentina. There are six Baptist groups in Argentina, and they don't have a, this is six
different groups, and they get together once a year for fellowship, a weekend, inspirational conference.

They share statistics. And one year they shared statistics, and they were horrified to discover that these
six Baptist groups, with about 600 churches between them, had only led a thousand people to Jesus
Christ in twelve months. So you know what they did? They decided that the next year, twelve months
down the road, they would have a conference geared for revival, and they would not even ask a speaker
to come.

They would pray for God to send them a speaker to challenge them on the subject of revival. And two
weeks before the conference was to begin, they still didn't have a speaker. But God had sent me down to
Argentina, and I spoke 105 times in nine weeks.
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I had one weekend open, and I was asked to speak in a Southern Baptist seminary in Buenos Aires. And
afterwards one of the professors came up and said, What are you doing? And he mentioned this weekend.
I looked at my little book.

Well, I'm free that weekend. Why? Oh, praise the Lord, he said. You can speak to our conference.

And that's how the Lord put it together. I'll tell you, when I spoke at that conference, I really felt as if I was
walking on holy ground. When I found out what had been going on and how God had put this thing
together, I felt totally unequal to the task.

The church would seat a thousand. It was packed to the door, twelve or fourteen hundred people. You
couldn't give invitations.

There was nowhere for the people to move. The pews were closer together, people sitting in the aisles
and all this kind of thing. But in the last meeting, I gave an invitation.

And I simply said, If God's been speaking to your heart. This was all through an interpreter. If God has
been speaking to your heart, and you need to be saved, or as a Christian believer, perhaps a Christian
worker even, you need to be revived in your heart.

Would you stay behind? And seven hundred people stayed. And you know, the interpreter got so excited.
He was an older man.

He got jumping up and down. He hugged me. He kissed me.

He almost cracked my ribs. And we had a great time. One of the preachers told me afterwards, he said,
Boy, God was really working in my heart.

I had a bad relationship with another Christian worker. And he said, The Lord just bored in on me. In that
quiet time afterwards, I had to counsel that whole group through the interpreter, you know.

And God was boring. And he said, I finally bargained with God and said, Lord, if you'll bring that preacher
and cause him to walk right past me now, I'll do it. And he opened his eyes and the guy was standing right
in front of him.

And he had to do it. But one of those pastors experienced a touch from God. And he went back to his
church in Buenos Aires.

This was in Rosario, a city of a million and a half. He went back to his church, had about five hundred
people, began preaching Galatians 2.20, and a revival broke. And the whole church was swept clean.

And by the way, it was almost a must because the preacher found out afterwards in the sharing times that
one of the men in the church was planning to shoot him. You know, revival or a dead preacher. But then
here's what happened.

Listen carefully. After the church was clean, the Spirit of God turned on the sinners. And two hundred
sinners were converted in two weeks.

And there were no meetings being held for sinners. The sinners just flocked into the church. And the
preacher was working day and night.
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So he called the previous pastor and he came down to Buenos Aires and they gathered in the harvest for
two solid weeks. My wife and I were in that church for meetings. About a month later, they baptized
eighty-nine converts at that point.

And they were pursuing the rest. But did you notice they got serious about revival? And they put God back
in the saddle. God, you do it.

And God did it. I just happened to be there. It had nothing to do with me.

God is so great and so good. Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit and thus
becoming part of this worldwide thing that God is doing. God will burden your heart to pray about countries
you don't know anything about.

But you better learn. Get one of those books on the table. We have a book there for world intercession.

It'll give you information on every country in the world. Every Christian ought to have that book. It'll bless
your soul.

God is working around the world today. It's a worldwide thing. In the Psalms, Psalm 102, it says this, when
the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory.

What does that mean? It means God's going to come back at a time when He's building up His church.
Because there is a New Testament Zion which has no connection with Israel in the flesh at all. In Hebrews
chapter 12, you Christians, you are come to Mount Zion, unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who
are written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus
the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of
Abel.

When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory. And that tells me that the Lord Jesus
Christ will return at a time when He's building up the church around the world. And we need to be part of it
now.

We need to be praying now in the Spirit, allowing the Spirit to lead. I want to close with a reference to the
book of June. In verse 20 it says, but you beloved.

But takes you back in the context. We've been talking about the world. They're sensual.

They don't have the Spirit. They're full of lust. But you beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.

Keep yourselves in the love of God. Now He doesn't say, keep yourself safe. He says, keep yourselves in
the love of God.

There are many Christians that are not walking in the love of God. And if the Spirit is leading me, we have
phrases like this in the Bible. Romans 15, 30.

I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that you strive
together with me in your prayers to God for me, and the glory of Christ in the name of the Lord Jesus, to
strive to agonize, the word means, in your prayers to God for me. Keep yourselves in the love of God,
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looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And if some have compassion who are in
doubt, and others save with fear, snatching them out of the fire, hating even the garments spotted by the
flesh.

But dear brethren, praying in the Holy Ghost. When He leads me to pray, as He leads me to pray, for what
things He leads me to pray. My prayer life, controlled by the Spirit of God.

And that begins when I become available to God's Spirit. We may have stated times for prayer, and that's
fine. Evening and morning and noon when I pray, and cry like crazy because of your righteous judgments.

But beyond that, to my heart, to lay things aside, and to pray. Rejoice evermore, it says. Pray without
ceasing.

In everything give thanks. For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. And what's the next
statement? Don't quench the Spirit.

Don't quench the Spirit when He leads you to rejoice. Don't quench the Spirit when He leads you to pray
without ceasing. Don't quench the Spirit when He leads you to give thanks to God.

Don't quench Him. Don't throw cold water on the Spirit. Let Him lead you.

Let Him control your mind, your heart, in your prayer life. It may be a little hard on a prayer list. I've tried
prayer lists too, and it hasn't worked too well for me.

Maybe it works fine for you. That's fine. But I do have names in my mind that the Spirit keeps, just keeps
before me.

And I pray for them as the Spirit leads. Controlled by the Spirit of God. Controlled by the Spirit of God.

Centered on the Word of God. Pleading the promises back to God. And believing Him for what He's going
to do.

But people, it'll mean for many of us a radical alteration in our prayer life. You can't say, God, I'll give you
five minutes. He may want to burden your heart for two hours.

And He won't do it at a time when you can't do it. He'll only do it at times you can do it. And we can trust
Him for that.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/18/SID18474.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/bill-mcleod/spirit-filled-word-centered-praying/
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