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Costly Adjustment to This World
by A.W. Tozer

The sermon argues that adjusting to the world's standards is not the key to happiness and that the world lacks

the authority and credentials to deliver on its promises.

Scripture: Proverbs 14:12, Matthew 6:24, John 15:19, Romans 12:2, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 1:10, Philippians 3:20,
Colossians 3:2, James 4:4, 1 John 2:15-17

Topics: "True Happiness", "Worldly Conformity"

Description

A.W. Tozer challenges the notion that happiness comes from adjusting to societal norms, questioning the
origins and authority of these standards. He argues that if the world demands conformity, it should provide
evidence of its effectiveness through the happiness and prosperity of those who comply. Tozer highlights
the lack of genuine fulfillment and contentment among those who follow these worldly standards,
suggesting that the pursuit of happiness through adjustment is ultimately misguided. He calls for a critical
examination of the values we adopt and their true impact on our lives.

Transcript

To be happy, adjust to the social norm. That is the popular notion but it will not hold up under examination.
This norm to which we must adjust-where did it come from? What Moses brought it down from what
mount? Where are its credentials? From whence its authority?

Since the world insists that I adjust to its beliefs, its moral standards and its practical working philosophies,
it should be able to demonstrate that it knows where it is going, what it wants and why, and it should be
able to come up with a few million happy men and women who by adjusting to its standards have found
life's summum bonum. Furthermore, nations that have had the benefit of such adjustment should be
prosperous, peaceful, contented and happy.

These stipulations do not appear to me at all unreasonable considering how much depends upon the
outcome and how much evangelistic zeal the world puts into the effort to get everyone properly adjusted.

But these simple tests show how phony the whole thing is. . . .
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