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The Power of God's Word

by Andrew Murray

Andrew Murray emphasizes the transformative power of God's Word in cultivating faith and obediencein
believers.

Scripture: Psalm 119:105, Isaiah 55:11, Matthew 4:4, John 1:1, Romans 10:17, 1 Thessalonians 2:13, 2 Timothy 3:16-17,
Hebrews 4:12, James 1:21, 1 Peter 1:23
Topics: "Faith and Obedience", "The Power of God's Word"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes the transformative power of God's Word, asserting that faith comes through
hearing and receiving the Word with meekness. He explains that the Word is not just a source of
information but is living and active, capable of working faith and obedience within believers. Murray
encourages Christians to trust in the Word, regardless of their feelings of inadequacy, as it is the Word
that cultivates faith and empowers obedience. He reassures young believers that they can indeed believe
and obey through the Spirit's work in them, as they meditate on and hold fast to God's promises and
commands. Ultimately, the sermon calls for a deep reliance on the Word of God as the source of spiritual
life and strength.

Transcript

"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17).
"Receive with meekness the implanted, which is able to save your souls" (James 1:21).

"We also thank God without ceasing, because when ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us,
ye received it not as the word of men, but, as it 'is in truth, the word of God, which effectively worketh also
in you that believe" (I Thessalonians 2:13).

"For the word of God is living and active" (Hebrews 4:12).

The new life of a child of God depends so much on the correct usage of God's Word, that | will once again
speak of it with my young brothers and sisters in the Lord.

It is a great thing when the Christian realizes that he can receive and accomplish all only through faith. He
has to believe. God will look to the fulfilling of what is promised. Every morning the Christian must trust in
Jesus and in the new life given to him. Jesus will see to it that the new life works in him.
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But now he runs the risk of another error. He thinks that the faith that does such great things must be
something great--that he must have a great power in order to exercise such a great faith.1 And, because
he does not feel this power, he thinks that he cannot believe as he should. This error may prove to be a
loss to him throughout his life.

Hear how distorted this thought is. You must not bring this mighty faith to get the Word fulfilled. Instead,
the Word comes and brings you this faith which you must have. "The word is quick and powerful." The
Word works faith in you. The Scripture says, "Faith is by the word."

Think on what we have said of the heart as a temple-of its two divisions. There is the outer court, with
understanding as its gate or entrance. There is the innermost sanctuary, with the faith of the heart as its
entrance. There is a natural faith--the historic faith-which every man has. It is with this that | must first
receive the Word into my keeping and my consideration. | must say to myself, "The Word of God is
certainly true. | can stand upon it." In this way, | bring the Word into the outer court. From within the heart,
desire reaches out to the Word, seeking to receive it into the heart. The Word now exercises its divine
power of life. It begins to grow and shoot out roots. As a seed in the earth sends forth roots and presses
still deeper into the soil, the Word presses inwardly into the holy place. The Word thus works true saving
faith.2

Young Christian, please understand this-the Word is living and powerful. Through the Word you are born
again. The Word works faith in you. Through the Word comes faith. Receive the Word simply, with the
thought that it will work in you. Keep yourselves occupied with the Word and give it time. The Word has a
divine life in itself. Carry it in your innermost parts, and it will work life in you. It will work in you a strong
faith, able for anything.

Be resolved never to say, | cannot believe. You can believe. You have the Spirit of God in you. Even the
natural man can say, "This Word of God is certainly true or certainly not true." If, with desire in your soul,
you say, "It is true. | will believe it," the living Spirit-through whom the Word is living and powerful will work
this living faith. Besides, the Spirit is not only in the Word, but is also in you. Although you do not feel as if
you were believing, know for certain that you can believe.3 Begin to actually receive the Word. It will work
a mighty faith in you. Depend on God's Word, it can surely be trusted to work faith in you as you receive it.

And not only the promises, but also the commands, have this living power. When | first receive a
command from God, | do not feel the power to accomplish it. If | simply receive the Word as God's Word,
and trust in its workings, the commandment will work in me the desire and power for obedience. God's
Word works for those who believe. When | weigh and firmly hold the command, it works the desire and the
will to obey. It strongly urges me toward the conviction that | can certainly do what my Father says. The
Word works both faith and obedience. The obedience of the Christian is the obedience of faith. | must
believe that through the Spirit | have the power to do what God wills. In the Word, the power of God works
in me. The Word, as the command of the living God who loves me, is my power.4

Therefore, my young disciples in Christ, learn to receive God's Word trustfully. Even though at first you do
not understand it, continue to meditate on it. It has a living power in it, and it will glorify itself. Although you
feel no power to believe or to obey, the Word is living and powerful. Take it and hold it fast. It will
accomplish its work with divine power, The Word inspires and strengthens our faith and obedience.

Lord God, | begin to conceive how You are in Your Word with Your life and power, and how that Word
itself works faith and obedience in the heart that receives and keeps it. Lord, teach me to carry Your every
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Word as a living seed in my heart, in the assurance that it will work in me all Your good pleasure. Amen.
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