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The Life of Feeling

by Andrew Murray

Andrew Murray's sermon teaches that true Christian living is rooted in faith rather than feelings, encouraging
believersto trust in God's Word.

Scripture: Matthew 10:39, John 11:40, John 20:29, Romans 4:19, 2 Corinthians 5:7, 1 Thessalonians 2:13
Topics: "Faith vs. Feelings", "Trusting God's Word"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes the importance of living by faith rather than by feelings, illustrating that true
belief in God does not rely on personal emotions or experiences. He explains that many Christians
struggle with the temptation to seek feelings as a confirmation of their faith, but true salvation and peace
come from believing in God's Word alone. Murray encourages believers to focus on faith in Jesus and His
promises, asserting that faith leads to a blessed life, while feelings can be misleading. He concludes by
urging Christians to make a daily choice to walk by faith, trusting in God's faithfulness and love, regardless
of their emotional state.

Transcript

"We walk by faith, not by sight" 2 Corinthians 5:7.
"Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed" John 20:29.
"Said | not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God" John 11:40.

In connection with your conversion, there was no greater hindrance than your feelings. You thought,
perhaps for years, that you must experience something, must feel and perceive something in yourselves.
It seemed to you as if it were too hazardous to simply, and without some feeling, believe in the Word, and
to be sure that God had received you--that your sins were forgiven. But finally you had to acknowledge
that the way of faith, without feeling, was the way of the Word of God. And it has been the way to salvation
for you. Through faith alone you have been saved, and your soul has found rest and peace.1

In the further life of the Christian, there is no temptation that is more persistent and more dangerous than
this same feeling. We do not find the word "feeling” in Scripture. What we call "feeling” the Scripture calls
"seeing.” And it tells us without ceasing that not seeing yet still believing--believing in opposition to what
we see--gives salvation."(Abraham), not being weak in faith, considered not his own body" (Romans 4:19).
Faith simply adheres to what God says. Those who see, yet have no faith, will not partake of the glory of
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God. Those who have faith in God, but do not see, will withess His glory.2 The man who seeks for feeling
and mourns about it will not find it. The man who does not care for feeling will have it overflowing. "He that
findeth his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it" (Matthew 10:39). Faith in the
Word later on becomes sealed with true feeling by the Holy Spirit.3

Child of God, learn to live by faith. Let it be firmly implanted in you that faith is God's way to a blessed life.
When there is no feeling of liveliness in prayer, when you feel cold and dull in the inner chamber, live by
faith. Let your faith look upon Jesus as near and upon His power and faithfulness. Though you have
nothing to bring to Him, believe that He will give you all. Feeling always seeks something in itself. Faith
keeps itself occupied with what Jesus is.4 When you read the Word and have no feeling of interest or
blessing, read it yet again in faith. The Word will work and bring blessing, "the word effectually worketh in
those that believe" (1 Thessalonians 2:13). When you feel no love, believe in the love of Jesus, and say in
faith that He knows that you still love Him. When you have no feeling of gladness, believe in the
inexpressible joy that there is for you in Jesus. Faith is blessedness and will give joy to those who are not
concerned about the self-sufficiency which springs from joy, but about the glorification of God which
springs from faith.5 Jesus will surely fulfill His Word, "Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
believed." "Said | not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?"

Every day the Christian has to choose between the life of feeling and the life of faith. Happy is he who,
once and for all, has made the firm choice. For every morning, he renews the choice not to seek or listen
for feeling, but only to walk by faith, according to the will of God. The faith that occupies itself with the
Word--with what God has said--and, through the Word--with God Himself and Jesus His Son--will taste the
blessedness of a life in God above. Feeling seeks and aims at itself. Faith honours God and will be
honoured by Him. Faith pleases God. Through faith the believer will receive from Him the witness in the
heart that he is acceptable to God.

Lord God, the one, the only thing that You desire of Your children is that they should trust You, and that
they should always hold conversation with You in that faith. Lord, let it be the one thing in which | seek my
happiness, to honour and to please You by a faith that firmly holds You, the Invisible, and trusts You in all
things. Amen.
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