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The Fire and the Blessing It Brings

by Andrew Murray

The Baptism of Fireis a spiritual experience where one feels the presence of God truly revealed and felt, made
possible through Christ's sacrifice and glorification.

Scripture: Matthew 3:11, Luke 3:16, Acts 1:5, Acts 2:3
Topics: "Baptism Of Fire", "Presence of God"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes the essential need for the true presence of God in Christianity today,
highlighting the significance of the Baptism of Fire. He explains that while John the Baptist could preach
about repentance and the coming of Jesus, he could not impart the Baptism of Fire, which is crucial for a
profound experience of God's presence. This Baptism, which Jesus could only provide after His sacrifice,
fills believers with the Holy Spirit and renews their entire being. Murray stresses that this divine fire brings
a deep awareness of God's presence, transforming lives and empowering faith.

Transcript

And is not just this the need of our Christianity in these our days - the presence of God truly revealed and
felt? And is it not just this for which the Baptism of Fire was promised, and is so indispensable? In John's
Baptism there were indeed tokens of God's presence and power. He could testify that God had sent him.
He could hold forth the wonderful promise of the kingdom of heaven. He could with convincing power
preach repentance and forgiveness. He could point to Jesus, on whom he had seen the Holy Spirit come
down and abide, and who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. But more he could not do. He
had been filled with the Spirit from his mother's womb, and there was a measure of the Spirit's power in his
preaching.

But with all this, the Baptism of Fire he could not give. Even Christ himself could not give it, until as a
victim on the altar he himself had been consumed by the fire, and in that fire had been lifted up as a
glorified One into heaven. When the Baptism of Fire came, was not its chief work the perfect
consciousness that the fire had come from above, that it was God's fire renewing and filling the whole
being with his presence? Without appealing to promise, or reflection, or argument, they knew and felt: this
is God, this is God's Spirit filling us.

(Excerpted from The Cross of Christ, pg. 125)
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