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Raising Dry Bones
by Amzi Clarence Dixon

The sermon teaches that with God's power and the touch of the Spirit, even the most hopeless and spiritually

dead can be raised to life and become a living national organism.

Scripture: Ezekiel 1:1, Ezekiel 37:1, John 3:5, Romans 10:17, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 1 Corinthians 15:22, Ephesians 6:18, 2
Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 4:12, Revelation 1:8

Topics: "Spiritual Revival", "Gods Power"

Description

Amzi Clarence Dixon preaches about the transformation of dry bones into a living organism as a symbol of
God's power to bring life to the spiritually dead. He emphasizes the need for special preparation, vision of
God, and the touch of God for those called to raise dry bones to life. The prophet's faith is tested by the
multitude and dryness of the bones, but he remains steadfast, trusting in God's power. The means used to
bring life to the bones involve speaking the word of God in the power of the Spirit of God, emphasizing the
importance of being a man of God, the Bible, and prayer. The purpose of the vision is for all to know that
God is the Lord, transforming dry bones into a mighty army that testifies to His power and glory.

Transcript

A DRY BONE is a proof of extinct life, for bones are made only in living organisms. Israel as a nation was
once a living organism full of the life of God. But Israel sinned, and then came decay with disintegration,
until now Israel has become like a valley of dry bones scattered over the earth. Man, created in the image
of God, was a living organism filled with the life of God, but man sinned, and then came decay with
disintegration which has made the world a valley of bones. Now there is no process known to science by
which a dry bone can be suddenly changed into a living organism. When, therefore, God asked the
prophet, "Can these bones live?" the prophet was compelled to refer the question back to God for an
answer. "O Lord God, thou and thou alone knowest. If these bones are ever made to live, thou wilt have to
tell us how." And in this chapter God answers the question as to how dry bones of all ages may be made
to live.

The Prophet's Preparation

In the first place, those commissioned to raise dry bones must have a special preparation. This
preparation is twofold. One must see a vision of God and receive the touch of God. In the first chapter of
Ezekiel's prophecy we are told that he saw visions of God! He saw wings with human hands under them; a
vision of the divine and human--the wing everywhere symbolizes divinity and the hand, humanity--the
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divine controlling the human, for the wings moved the hands. He saw winged creatures with the face of a
man symbolizing intelligence, the face of a lion symbolizing courage, the face of an ox symbolizing
patience, and the face of an eagle symbolizing aspiration, all under control of the divine wings. The need
of every prophet of God is that his intelligence, courage, patience and aspiration shall be linked with God
and be completely controlled by Him.

In this vision Ezekiel feels the touch of God. "The hand of the Lord was upon me." The hand of the Lord
symbolizes His power, and to be under His hand is to be endued with His power. The Spirit of God is in
every Christian for life, but every Christian is not under God's hand for power.

The prophet responds to the touch of God and goes where He leads. "The hand of the Lord was upon me
and carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the midst of the valley, which was full of
bones." He was willing to be led by the Lord's hand into the valley of bones. The temptation is for us to
seek the garden with its flowers rather than the valley with its bones.

The prophet also responds when God's hand sets him down in the midst of the bones. Dwelling with the
bones is more trying than just going to them on a temporary mission. To have bones for neighbors and
companions may not be pleasant. We have a taste for the company of living people. But unless we are
ready to respond to the hand of God which would lead us to the bones and make us dwell among them,
we are not prepared for the work of raising them to life. The work cannot be done at a distance. The
millions who throng the streets, crowd the theaters, drink in saloons and revel in dance halls, shunning the
church as they would the pest house, cannot be reached by the pastor in his study making eloquent
sermons for his cultured congregation, nor by the Christians who meet in parlors, halls and churches for
fellowship and Bible study. Thank God for the men and women who gladly respond to the hand of God
leading them to the most sinful and hopeless.

The Test of Faith

Three things severely tested the prophet's faith.

The bones were very many. The valley was white with them. To reach them all by personal effort was
impossible. And yet the multitude of the bones did not cause the faith of the prophet to fail, for his eyes
were upon God and he believed that God was equal to such a task. As we look at millions unreached by
the Gospel, we may be appalled, but the eye of faith sees God still equal to the great work of reaching and
saving. No difficulty can surpass His resources.

The bones were very dry. There was no sign of life. Their dryness was positive proof of death. We are apt
to classify people as hopeful and hopeless. We are hopeful for the child raised in the Christian family and
taught in the Sunday school. We are hopeful for the amiable woman, cultured and refined, who takes an
interest in church affairs. But the poor, drunken, shiftless tramp, the hardened criminal, the outcast harlot,
and the blatant anarchist, we are apt to regard as hopeless dry bones, if we take our eyes from our God of
infinite power and love. If Ezekiel had kept looking at the great number of very dry bones, he might have
said, "There is no use trying to raise them to life." But though Ezekiel was willing to face the facts and
would not deny the difficulties, he did not look to the bones for assurance of faith. He trusted God who
made the men whose bones were before him and who could, by the fiat of His will, remake them. To the
man whose faith is in God alone the hopeless becomes hopeful.
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The prophet was told to do a very foolish thing. It is foolish to speak to a deaf man, more foolish to speak
to a dead man, and it is the climax of folly to speak to a bone so lifeless and formless as not to be
classified as man at all. But Ezekiel was willing to appear a fool to the worldly wise. And it is by the
foolishness of preaching that men are to be saved.

The Means Used

The man of God spoke the word of God in the power of the Spirit of God. Ezekiel was a man of God in that
he was right with God and completely under God's control. It is well to be a man of learning, a man of
position, a man of means, a man of eloquence, but it is a thousand times better to be a man of God.

But the word of God must be spoken by the man of God. The prophet spoke to the bones exactly what
God told him. In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we have the purpose of the Scriptures: "All Scripture is God-breathed,
and is profitable for reproof, for correction for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly furnished unto every good work." The man of God has the whole Bible from which to
draw equipment for every good work.

But he must be a man of prayer, depending upon the Spirit of God to use the Word. The prophet was
commanded to call upon the breath of God to breathe upon the valley of bones, and, while he spoke God's
word, God's invisible power moved upon the valley.

Every worker in the valley of bones needs these qualifications. He must be a man of God, a man of the
Bible and a man of prayer. He must keep right with God and speak the word of God, while he trusts the
Spirit of God. No valley of bones can resist a man of this kind.

The Process

The prophet spoke directly to the bones. There was no manipulation. There was no preparing the bones to
receive God's word. He did not try by human wisdom to articulate the bones and cover them with artificial
flesh, before he spoke to them and called upon God to move upon them. He knew that bones have no
power to receive or retain life. And yet while he spoke, there was a noise; bone came to his bone. The
shaking was bone--noise. It was the rattle of death and not the voice of life. Thus dry bones often move
and make a deathly noise under the breath of God. When a husband for whom his wife has been praying
begins to be especially mean and cruel, I expect him to be converted soon. It is the bones touched by the
breath of God and the noise is made by the resistance of his evil heart. When a man for whom I have been
praying gets mad and swears at me when I speak to him about His soul, I confidently expect to see him
converted in a few days. The bones are moving under the breath of God and the rattling is made by the
resistance of his will.

A minister in Boston, that city of cultured bones, told us in the ministers's meeting, as he discussed the
workings of his settlement house, that his workers were not expected to speak of God or Christ. Some of
the children had brutal drunkards for fathers, and, if you spoke to them of the fatherhood of God, they
would think of God as like their beastly fathers. So you must go down and live with your families among
these people and teach them what a true loving father is. Then you can teach them the fatherhood of God
and they will understand it. When the speaker was asked if Christ who said, "He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father," did not reveal the fatherhood of God better than any earthly father could, and whether,
therefore, the preaching of Christ to children with brutal parents would not at once reveal to them what
loving fatherhood meant? he seemed puzzled for a reply. What could he say except that he had set aside
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God's process of revealing His fatherhood and had put in its place a little scheme of his own? His scheme
would require years to work and then prove a failure. In the meantime, children are dying without a
knowledge of God, while others are growing up as heathen in their relation to God. One day of teaching
Christ to these children of the slum will do more to reveal to them the meaning of the fatherhood of God
than a decade of looking at the life of any man who lives and shows his faults as well as his virtues in their
midst.

What every dry bone of the valley needs, first of all, is a touch of the breath of God. Knowledge of Greek,
Latin, French, German, music, mathematics and science leaves spiritual dry bones just as they were. It is
the lack of the knowledge of God that makes them dry, and nothing but the knowledge of God can restore
them to life.

The Purpose of the Vision

"Ye shall know that I am the Lord." Twice this purpose is given. "Israel herself shall know that I am the
Lord, when they shall see that I have raised the valley of scattered bones into an army of living men."
There "stood up upon their feet an exceeding great army." Not a great mob like the bones in confusion,
but an organized army. An army carries with it the idea of organization, obedience to orders and
leadership under a general. The scattered dry bones of Israel shall become again a living national
organism, and the effect of this transformation shall be to make other nations acknowledge the Lord.

The best books now extant on the evidences of Christianity are "the living epistles known and read of all
men," who were once moral and spiritual dry bones, but who are now alive and battling in the army of
Christ. When in Boston, a young man asked me for a book that would confirm his faith. I told him to go to
the men's meeting on Sunday afternoon and listen for half an hour to the testimony of those who had been
drunkards and criminals and are now sober, honest, happy husbands and fathers, with the joy of heaven
in their faces and the music of heaven in their voices. One live Lazarus is worth forty sermons on the
resurrection. Let not the number nor the dryness of the bones appall us. With the vision of God before us
and the touch of God upon us, let us speak to them the Word of God while we trust the God of omnipotent
power to give them life, and we shall not be disappointed.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/amzi-clarence-dixon/raising-dry-bones/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 5SermonIndex.net  |  Page 5

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


