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What's in Your Scope? (Pt. 2)
by Allan Halton

As Christians, we must keep our spiritual realities in focus by using our spiritual faculties to fix our eyes on

unseen things, such as Jesus Christ and His heavenly kingdom.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:16, 2 Corinthians 5:7, Philippians 3:14, Colossians 3:2, Hebrews 11:1

Topics: "Eternal Focus", "Faith Living"

Description

Allan Halton preaches about the importance of keeping our focus on eternal, unseen realities rather than
being consumed by temporal troubles and afflictions. Drawing from 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, he emphasizes
the Greek word 'skopeo,' meaning to consider or heed carefully, urging believers to keep their spiritual
faculties fixed on Jesus Christ and His heavenly kingdom. Halton challenges the congregation to live by
faith in what cannot be seen, walking in the reality of Christ's triumph over sin, death, and evil, and
allowing this heavenly perspective to guide their lives.

Transcript

We have hunter types in the family, and come hunting season be sure of it. They are out there scoping for
game. They get out the spotting scope and the binoculars and are off to the hills looking for their prey.

They did pretty well this year. They got game in their binoculars, and then in the scopes of their rifles... and
we have moose and elk in the deep freeze now.

I used to scope for game myself in earlier days, and one thing I know about looking through a scope.
When you are looking through a scope you are pretty much oblivious to all else around you.

Now, I realize it's usually not good practice to pin modern English definitions to Greek words in the Bible
merely because the Greek is the word from which the English is derived. For example, our English word
despot--a cruel dictator--is derived from the Greek despotees. But this does not mean the people who
used Greek in Bible days had a despot in mind when they used the word. They meant one who has
absolute power, and in fact the word is used of our Lord in a number of places.

However, here is a case where I think it works to export the English meaning back into the Greek.

"For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by
day.
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For our light affliction (or, tribulation), which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory;

While we look not on the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen: for the things that are
seen are temporal: but the things that are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. 4.16-16).

The Greek word for look here is skopeo, from which we get our English scope. The Greek word meant to
consider, to heed carefully, to mark. We see the noun form in, "I press toward the mark." There was
something Paul kept his eye on, you might say kept in his scope.

And Paul says we are to keep in our "scope" things that otherwise cannot be seen--eternal things. We
must be living our lives more or less oblivious to what is seen--trials and troubles, temporal things, our light
affliction which is but for a moment--and keep scoped in on what cannot be seen apart from the eye of
faith.

You mean when the troubles of life are right in our face we are to have our eyes fixed on things that
cannot be seen? That is a very amazing thing when you think about it. You mean, here is a person who
lives their life on the basis of something that cannot be seen--something in an entirely different realm, a
different dimension? Their life is governed by something unseen, something eternal? They go by that?

Yes, it is truly amazing. And so, Christian, let us consider this. There is all kinds of Game roaming the
everlasting hills of God--some of it very Big Game indeed. But mere knowledge that the Game is out there
will not do us much good. We must keep that in our scope! We must keep our spiritual faculties fixed on
spiritual reality, on unseen things--on Jesus Christ who is Lord, not sin, not circumstance. We must look
not on the things that are seen, temporal things--but on unseen things, eternal things, eternal realities.

We must keep these in our scope. There is a kind of seeing that means what you see is on your table--you
know what I mean. You are able to live and walk by this heavenly reality. It is effective in your life in
everything you face.

I say this as a challenge to us all. Let us be so scoped in on what cannot be seen that we walk in the
reality of what cannot be seen. There is a call in this very difficult hour for strong perception as to heavenly
realities--the reality of the Lord Jesus Christ and His heavenly kingdom--a perception that enables us to
live according to THAT, and not according to what is seen. It is a perception that enables us to live by what
is unseen. It is the knowledge of God in Christ Jesus our Lord--His triumph over sin, and death, His victory
over all evil. It is to walk in the Light in the midst of darkness, such that the Light and reality of what Christ
accomplished at Calvary--His victory over the world, the flesh, and the Devil--is as real in us as at Calvary.
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