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(The Holy Spirit) 6. THE ANOINTING OIL
by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"Now He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God." 2 Cor. 1: 21. The use of oil
is more common in eastern lands than it is with us. The olive tree is one of the typical trees of Palestine. It
is a wonderful tree. Its leaf is lustrous and seems always as if it had been bathed in the oil of its own olive
tree, and the tree itself seems almost indestructible. It is usually crooked, gnarled, twisted, and almost torn
to pieces. Nearly every tree is hollow, and often you see the larger part of the trunk apparently torn away,
with perhaps a single root adhering to the soil; but above it rises a luxuriant mass of boughs and foliage
seeming to be imbued with imperishable freshness. Some of the olives of Gethsemane must be at least a
thousand years old; indeed the olive tree seems as if it could scarcely die.

It is a good type of the Holy Spirit and the soul anointed with His life and power. He may be exposed to all
the trials of time; but, filled with the elixir of imperishable life, his leaf is always green, and he shall not
cease from yielding fruit even in the parched land and the most inhospitable climate.

The ordinance of anointing with oil was one of the most common and significant ceremonials of the Old
Testament. The leper was anointed, the tabernacle was anointed, the priests were anointed, the prophets
were anointed, the kings were anointed, the guest was anointed, the sick were anointed. It was the special
symbol of the Holy Ghost and the dedication of the person anointed to His service and possession.

I. THE PREPARATION OF THE ANOINTING OIL

We have a full account of this in Exodus 30: 23-33. "Take thou unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh
five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of
sweet calumus two hundred and fifty shekels, and of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary, and of olive oil a hin: and thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after
the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the
congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony, and the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick
and his vessels, and the altar of incense, and the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver
and his foot. And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them shall be
holy. And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in
the priest\
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