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(The Holy Spirit) 3. THE SWORD OF THE
SPIRIT

by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the Garden of Eden Cherubim, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life."a€"Genesis 3: 24.

"And the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God."a€"Eph. 6: 17.

"For the Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart."a€"Hebrews 4: 12. We are accustomed to think of this scene at the gate of Eden as a
picture of terror and judgment. Cowering under their awful curse, the fugitive pair stand in the front of the
picture, hurrying forth from their happy Eden home, to return no more; while behind them, and above the
gate that was closing upon them forever, a fiery sword flashes with angry severity, to keep the way of the
tree of life from which they are henceforth to be debarred, as they go forth on their sorrowful journey to the
grave.

But as we take a second look at that glorious symbol, it assumes a brighter phase; until, after a little while,
we learn to behold it as a symbol of grace, and not of judgment. Doubtless it so became to them, and ere
long, the very symbol of the divine presence that marked the place of worship where they came to meet
with their covenant God at the gate of Eden.

The figure of the cherubim, which appears for the first time in this chapter, becomes in the later Scriptures
the very signal of God\
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