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(The Holy Spirit) 12. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE
BOOK OF PROVERBS

by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets; "She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in
the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, "How long, ye simple ones, will ye
love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? "Turn you at my
reproof: behold, I will pour out my Spirit unto you, | will make known my words unto you. " Prov. 1: 20, 21,
22, 23. There is a beautiful incident in the early history of Solomon which reveals the secret of his
extraordinary life. Just after his accession to the throne of his father, David, the Lord appeared to him in
Gibeon, and gave him the right to choose any blessing he desired. Instead of choosing wealth, power,
long life, and the lives of his enemies, he simply asked for wisdom; and God was so pleased with him for
his simple single choice that He gave him not only wisdom, but all these other blessings also. Solomon
became renowned for superhuman wisdom, and, in this book of Proverbs, we have some of the
utterances of that wisdom, crystalized in the form of these short, sententious words, which have been well
called "pearls at random strung."

It, is said that the people of Scotland are accustomed to carry in their vest pockets a small copy of the
book of Proverbs, as a sort of "vade mecum," a kind of manual of practical wisdom, for the guidance of
their everyday life.

This book reveals to us a phase of life that is extremely practical and important, and shows us the
teachings and workings of the Holy Ghost as they affect our everyday life. The keyword to this whole book
is the word Wisdom. It occurs scores of times.

It is a peculiar Hebrew word, and in these pages it becomes personified until it is really a proper name. It is
very much like another term applied to our Lord Jesus Christ in the New Testament; namely, the Word, or
Logos, introduced to us in the first chapter of the Gospel of John. Indeed, the Word in John and Wisdom in
Proverbs are really the same Person, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, revealed in these ancient pages in
His primeval glory. But the Lord Jesus Christ always stands connected with the Holy Spirit, who reveals
Him, and who filled Him, and spake and wrought through Him during His earthly ministry; so that Wisdom
in the book of Proverbs is not only the personification of Jesus Christ but also of the blessed Holy Ghost.

Let us look at some of the pictures of this blessed Person in these ancient pages.
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First, we see Him in His personal and primeval glory. This is unfolded in the sublime vision of the eighth
chapter of Proverbs. "The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old." This
blessed Person is older than the creation. "I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the
earth was. When there were no depths, | was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with
water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was | brought forth: while as yet he had not
made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world."

Next, we see Him taking part in the work of creation. "When he prepared the heavens, | was there: when
he set a compass upon the face of the depth; when he established the clouds above; when he
strengthened the fountains of the deep; when he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not
pass his commandment; when he appointed the foundations of the earth: then | was by him, as one
brought up with him; and | was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him."

Oh, what depths of light these strange illuminated verses pour upon the fellowship of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, in the remote eternal ages! And, oh, what love to our poor human race these words
reveal, "Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men"!

This blessed Christ, this blessed Comforter, who seeks your love, is no less than the second and third
Persons of the Eternal Godhead. By them these heavens were made and this earth was formed. All the
majesty of nature is their handiwork. All the wisdom of the ages has come from their eternal mind. Not only
do they represent the wisdom and power of God, but they represent a love that has thought of us from the
very beginning, and will love us to the end.

When this world was made, when the mountains were settled and the fountains and the rivers were
opened, God was thinking of us, the Holy Ghost was planning for our happiness and welfare.

The whole material universe, the whole structure of nature, the whole economy of the ages was planned
with a view to our creation, our redemption, our eternal glory. Redemption is no afterthought of God; but
when He made this earth, and settled the stars in their orbits, He did it with a view to man\
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