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(Divine Emblems of Spiritual Life) 4. EMBLEMS
FROM THE STORY OF THE FLOOD

by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

The deluge has left its impress on the traditions of all ancient nations and in the structure of the globe
itself. The Greeks have the story of a flood as vivid as the Bible narrative. The Assyrian inscriptions give
accounts of an early inundation very similar to the account in Genesis. We read the story of the deluge
also in the traces the waters have left upon the rocks of earth, so that the truth of this part of the Bible
history is written ineffaceably in stone. It is not historically, however, that we wish to look at it so much as
in the light of symbolism, to see what there is of deeper truth lying beneath the narrative. It would be a
great mistake to read the Bible symbolically only; but it is beautiful to see hidden truths below the history,
and above and around it, like the nebulous light that surrounds certain stars with a cloud of glory.

SECTION I -- The Flood Itself

This is full of symbolical teaching.

1. It was a sign to man that God is holy and just and pure, and will deal with sin in righteousness. It was a
great object lesson of His retribution for sin. It was also a foreshadowing of the judgment to come. It is a
type of the deluge of flame that shall one day sweep around the world again. Both our Lord and his
apostles speak of the deluge as a foreshadowing of that coming day "when the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up."

"As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man."

2. The deluge is not only a type of judgment, but of salvation also. The principle of salvation by destruction
is taught all through the Bible. The deluge destroyed sin from the earth but it saved the Church; it swept
away the world of wickedness, but it was the very means of preserving the little flock. The plagues of
Egypt illustrate the same principle; they ended in death to very many of the Egyptians, but they saved the
children of Israel. The destruction of the Canaanites after the children of Israel entered the land of promise
exemplifies the same truth; their extermination was the salvation of the chosen people. The cross of
Calvary brings us salvation from eternal destruction by the destruction of sin and Satan in the death of
Christ. So in the epistle of Peter we are told that eight persons were saved "by water." The deluge
therefore stands as a type of the great principle of deliverance by destruction; the salvation that comes
through the love and power of God to His own people by the very thing that overthrew their enemies.
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3. We learn also from the deluge the great principle of death and resurrection; perhaps this thought could
not have been embodied in a more definite and striking figures In the flood, the little church was buried in a
seeming grave, and came forth on Ararat as if raised from the dead. It was the great type of Christ\
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