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(Divine Emblems of Spiritual Life) 12.
EMBLEMS FROM THE WILDERNESS

by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

a€ceAnd it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of
the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent
when they see war, and they return to Egypt; but God led the people about, through the way of the
wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt." Ex. 13:
17-18.

a€meSo Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they
went three days in the wilderness and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could not drink
of the waters of Marah; for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah. And the people
murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? And he cried unto the Lord; and the Lord showed
him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them
a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, and said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice
of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and
keep all his statutes,| will put none of these diseases upon thee, which | have brought upon the Egyptians:
for | am the Lord that healeth thee. And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and
threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters." Ex. 15: 22-27.

SECTION I -- The Pathway of Trial.

We have here a picture of the pathway through which God led his ancient people immediately after their
redemption. It is symbolical, of course, of the pathway of our own pilgrimage, even as their redemption
was the emblem of our redemption from the bondage of sin and misery.

We are told here that the Lord led them not by the way of the Philistines, which was near, "but about by
the way of the wilderness of the Red sea.” So we infer that God does not always lead us by the nearest
way, and certainly not by the easiest way, as he calls us to Him. And this is the type of the trials of our
Christian life. A reason is given: "Lest they repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt.” God
could not trust his people to go the easy way, and so he had to lead them the longer way, and discipline
them.

There are many other things about the way He led them, which apply to us. The first was that He might
have them apart with Himself, and train them for the future. And so God has to take all His children apart
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to teach them. Our dear Lord had to go apart into the wilderness forty days before He began his ministry.
Let us not wonder if we share His life. Moses had to go forty years apart before God could use him. And
Paul went three years into Arabia, where he was separated to God, and then came forth to do his Master\
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