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Do We Truly Understand What Biblical Salvation Is? 
(All scriptures are quoted from the NASB, unless otherwise stated.) 

 
It may be a surprise to some, but the vast majority of people within the “believing” (and 
most certainly “professing”) church do not know what genuine salvation actually is, and 
although most think they are saved (or in good standing with God), the Bible describes 
the majority as deceived and lost.  In fact, the New Testament offers many illustrations of 
false conversions (caused by counterfeit belief) when it describes those of “the faith” who 
say they follow Christ.  This is why a careful examination of true, biblical salvation 
should be greatly desired by anyone who is sincere about wanting to live with God in 
Heaven.   
 
This inquiry should prove interesting for the earnest seeker of God, as well as the 
seasoned Christian.  It is meant to be a thoughtful evaluation with deep probing insight 
into the doctrine of salvation, with regard to a more prudent investigation concerning the 
whole counsel of Scripture, because of the enormous problem of misconceptions that 
exist within the church today.  The objective of this analysis is to bring full and well 
rounded comprehension to all that the Bible has to say on this particular subject and 
reconcile all Scripture together into one complete understanding, hopefully without 
committing errors of omission, improper exegesis, personal bias, etc., in an effort to help 
the church more fully understand the true meaning of biblical salvation. 
    
Most denominations have statements of their faith.  However, in no case should a 
denominational statement be allowed a higher authority than the Holy Bible itself.  And 
most denominations would agree with this assertion and be open to the recognition that 
the Bible is the final authority on all matters of faith and doctrine.   
 
So, with this in mind let us examine the subject of salvation more closely.  We will start 
with scrutinizing Calvinism versus Arminianism, since this is the most widely understood 
and debated format on the subject and expand from there.  Within this assessment, we 
will take a brief look at the history of the debate, analyze the believer’s position with 
God, which will involve relationship (oneness) versus knowledge, and the definitions of 
belief, “knowing” and eternal life. Finally, this review will demonstrate reconciliation of 
the often avoided, difficult passages with the whole of Scripture, which will actually 
unveil the startling extent of false faith within the church.   
 
 

Calvinism Versus Arminianism 
 
 
There has been an intense debate in the protestant church for around four hundred years 
between followers of John Calvin of Geneva, Switzerland (1509-1564) and those of 
Jacob Hermann (lat. “Arminius”) of Amsterdam, Holland (1560-1609).  Calvin’s 
thinking had dominated the protestant church world until Arminius voiced his doctrinal 
disagreements.  The questions raised were over such topics as the depravity of mankind, 
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the degree of God's sovereignty in relation to human responsibility (free will and 
accountability), election and predestination, the character and scope of the blood sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ and the issue of eternal security. 
 
After Arminius’ death in 1609, his followers developed the Remonstrance (protest) of 
1610, which outlined the “Five Points of Arminianism”. This document was an objection 
against the doctrines of the Calvinists, and was submitted to the State of Holland. In 
1618, a National Synod of the church was convened in Dort to examine the teachings of 
Arminius. After over one hundred and fifty sessions, lasting seven months, the Five 
Points of Arminianism were declared to be heretical by the Calvinists, which was an 
unfortunate stance that led to intolerable persecution and violence against those who 
maintained Arminius’ position. Many well-known scholars, denominational founders and 
other leaders took up the positions of Calvin or Arminius over the centuries, and the 
debate still remains unsettled to this very day.  Yet, perhaps the Lord will allow some 
resolution to this issue in this final hour prior to His return.  We can always hope.  
 
To give a solution a good chance for acceptance, the church needs only to properly plumb 
the depths of Scripture and put all the pieces together concerning what salvation is, and 
what it is not.  This debate has been largely examined in too narrow of a one-sided, 
restricted focus to “prove” a particular party right, which has only served to hinder the 
proper biblical understanding on the matter.  Additionally, to the church in general, the 
scope of salvation has been reduced to something akin to the description of an Olympic-
sized swimming pool, when it is actually something closer to the size of the Pacific 
Ocean.  Calvin gave his view of the “pool” and the Arminians countered with their own 
version of the “pool”.  Both contained some truth, yet both fell significantly short of the 
Bible’s description of salvation.  The saddest part of all is not that these reformers missed 
the big picture - no, it is that so many are still arguing over which description of the 
“pool” they believe is best, or how many of the “five points” of these descriptions they 
approve of, while missing the real essence of the message about the doctrine. 
 
It’s time for the church to look further and allow the depths of Scripture to speak, with all 
the difficult passages and thus, bring harmony and reconciliation to the salvation 
doctrine, once and for all.  However, as a point of reference, perhaps it would be best to 
start with the basics of the two opposing views and expand from there.   
 
Calvinism’s first point speaks to the total depravity of man.  Arminianism counters:  
although we are born as sinners, mankind is given “a divine spark” that enables us to 
respond positively to God.  The Bible clearly teaches that mankind is not basically good, 
but rather in bondage to sin (Romans 6:6-20) and therefore we are all wretched sinners 
who truly don’t seek after God, making us worthy of death (Romans 3:10-12, 23 and 
Romans 6:23).  There is no doubt that humans are fallen creatures, separated from God 
by our sin (Genesis 2:15-17, Genesis chapter 3, and Isaiah 59:2).  But does this mean 
we are so depraved to the point of being unable to respond to God at all?   
 
Calvin’s definition of total depravity was in regard to mankind’s relationship toward a 
Holy God and not to be considered the same on a human level. His view states that 
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mankind is not totally evil, because we can temporarily do good on a human level, “that 
everything which is in man, from the intellect to the will, from the soul even to the flesh, 
is defiled and pervaded with this concupiscence; or, to express it more briefly, that the 
whole man is in himself nothing else than concupiscence” (Institutes of Christian 
Religion, Book 2, Chapter 1, Section 8).  Concupiscence means a bent desire toward the 
forbidden, most specifically in the area of lust.   
 
Calvin’s definition was just another way of expressing “original sin” (Psalm 51:5 and 1 
Corinthians 15:21-22).  Although, we do not inherit anyone's sin (Ezekiel 18:20), we do 
sin after being tempted and then carried away, enticed by our own lusts (James 1:13-15).  
We are all born into this world with this sin nature that was passed on to us through 
Adam and this is why we are bent toward sinning.  It is also why knowledge and 
education will never solve our problems, because the more we know about the right and 
wrong of how things work on a moral basis, the more we will do the wrong thing, 
because we have the sinful desire within us driving us toward the wrong.  This is 
precisely why all human efforts to accomplish good will ultimately fail when given 
enough time to test the real fruit of the matter.  The unwillingness of the humanist in 
mankind to acknowledge our fallen sin nature and its destructive consequences is why 
people most readily blame God for bad things when they happen.  Only the one who 
accepts their responsibility for their sin under the conviction of the Holy Spirit has the 
hope of repenting to receive God’s gracious gift of forgiveness.  
 
However, Calvin extended the Bible’s definition of our corrupt nature beyond the 
context, to say we have no ability to respond at all to God of our own free will.  Romans 
1:18-32 is often used as the proof text for Calvin’s claim of total depravity.  Yet, neither 
this passage, nor any other passage in the Bible, ever actually defines a human inability to 
respond to God.  Romans chapter one is speaking about human accountability through 
the knowledge of God through His creation, to point out that all humanity is without 
an excuse when God’s judgment comes.  The idea that humans have no ability to freely 
choose means that God would have to force Himself upon us, which would bring His 
righteousness seriously into question, as it would be selective and deny our true free will.  
Also, human accountability and judgment of sin for those condemned to an eternity in 
Hell would add to the case for questioning God’s righteousness, if indeed we never really 
had a choice to decide our future, because we had been created without the ability to 
choose to respond.   
 
The true fallen human condition of our not seeking after and being separated from 
God (Romans 3:10-12 and Isaiah 59:2) should not be confused with and our ability 
“to respond to God via free will choice”, as if they were one and the same.  This is 
where Calvin erred in his thinking and it is further dispelled when we look at other verses 
that point this out.   
 

“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job, and that man was 
blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning away from evil” (Job 1:1).  “Then 
the LORD said to Noah, ‘Enter the ark, you and all your household; for you alone 
I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time’.” - Genesis 7:1.   
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Able chose to bring the proper offering before God and Cain did not (Genesis 4:2).  
Joshua chose to serve God and called upon Israel to do the same (Joshua 24:15).  Unlike 
his son King Solomon, King David was a man after God’s own heart (1 Kings 11:4).  
Total depravity cannot be supported and is actually refuted by the whole of Scripture.  
This is why it is important to carefully study God’s authoritative word, allowing it to 
speak for itself, and be extremely cautious about being influenced by human opinions that 
often use partial Scripture to “tell us about what God meant”. 
 
Calvin described the human response to “God’s irresistible grace” as a mystery, because 
he planted his thinking incorrectly in the foundational idea that humans are unable to 
respond to God.  Calvin thought that a human response would mean that we could take 
credit, or partial glory, for the act of receiving God’s gift of grace.  However, the 
following should dispel Calvinists confusion about this and demonstrate that there is no 
mystery involved because God’s word tells us precisely how it all works.   
 
Most assuredly, God will receive all the glory for those who are saved, but it will be on 
account of the fact that we never really deserved to be offered such amazing grace to be 
forgiven by such a Holy Being in the first place.  Choosing to receive (or respond to) His 
gift of grace is our choice and privilege, but never something we could realistically take 
any credit for.  It would be like a murderer on death row, about to be executed, taking 
credit for an undeserved, last minute pardon from the Governor; it’s a logical absurdity.  
Just as the prisoner accepts the pardon, so do all the elect accept the convicting work of 
the Holy Spirit (John 16:8-11), which is entirely to God’s credit.  For the elect are urged 
by the conviction of the Holy Spirit to ask for and receive Christ’s pardon for their sin.  
God seeks us out and God does all the “work” (the transforming miracle) of saving (or 
birthing – John 3:3) the soul (John 1:12-13) from death into a new spiritual creature of 
life (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). 
 
Furthermore, it is to God’s glory, because God wrote both His Law (Romans 2:15) and 
eternity (Ecclesiastes 3:11) on the human heart, implanting within us the necessary 
understanding to respond to the Holy Spirit’s conviction.  In other words, deep down we 
know right from wrong and that we will live forever.  This dual fact of God’s implanted 
revelation makes all human beings fully accountable as well.  Added understanding from 
God has been imparted as well,  

 
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that 
which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to 
them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what 
has been made, so that they are without excuse.  For even though they knew 
God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in 
their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to be wise, 
they became fools, and exchanged (a choice) the glory of the incorruptible God 
for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals 
and crawling creatures…” (Roman 1:18-32).   
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To God be all the glory, indeed, but not on the basis of some unscriptural concept of “the 
‘total’ depravity of mankind”.   Now, if this was what the Arminians meant by the 
vaguely defined term “a divine spark”, then they would have been correct.  So, God seeks 
out the human race and attempts to draw us to Himself through the conviction of His 
Spirit, at which point we choose to either respond to or reject His calling. 
 
The second point of Calvinism declares that God sovereignly chooses who is 
unconditionally elected and who will be lost.  This is based upon a misunderstanding of 
divine predestination, because, when we read Ephesians 1:1-14, we see predestination 
mentioned in the context of God’s foreknowledge, “just as He chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world” (v.4).  God’s choosing of the elect before mankind’s 
creation is altogether dependent upon His divine foreknowledge.  A foreknowledge that 
would intrinsically include the information of who would respond to the conviction from 
the Holy Spirit and who would not.  With the understanding of who His elect would be, 
He said in essence you are Mine, or I choose you, even before the process was worked 
out through the dimension of time.  This comprehension allows for human free will to 
still operate and simply demonstrates God’s unfathomable, divine understanding of how 
it would play out in each human heart.   
 
Apparently, Calvin had trouble fully understanding the wondrous character of God, and 
over-emphasized (or perhaps “over-protected”) God’s sovereignty to the point of missing 
the balancing influence of God’s righteousness.  How could God be righteous and just, to 
create humans totally depraved, with no hope at all (no real choice in the matter), and 
then select out only a small minority of them (Matthew 7:13-14) to be saved, while 
condemning the rest to an unspeakable eternal torment in Hell?  Although the elect would 
be very grateful, there would always be the nagging questions of why me, why so few, 
how is it right for me to be in heaven and my mother to be in Hell, for example, if no real 
human choice was involved?  But much worse than all this, it would make God out to be 
untrue, because it would directly contradict the statement by the Apostle Peter,  

 
“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance” (2 
Peter 3:9).   

 
Any attempt to twist the actual meaning of “all” in this verse, to be only “a reference to 
the elect”, fails because a sovereign God choosing for us would beg the question: then for 
whom does God need to be patient, if He is the only one making the decision?  If it’s God 
who sovereignly chooses who is saved for Heaven, and who is going to Hell, and we 
have no real choice in the matter, then God would become a twisted, psychotic liar by 
Peter’s statement.  Additionally, the very definition of repentance means to change one’s 
mind and turn away from evil.  Why are we called upon to repent if we truly have no 
power to choose in the first place?  It’s a logical contradiction that Calvinists have no 
scriptural answer to resolve.  Therefore, understanding predestination and election from 
the standpoint of divine foreknowledge is the only thing that makes any reasonable sense.   
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So, point two goes to the Arminians as well.  For they correctly stated that God does not 
arbitrarily consign some people to eternal damnation; it is their willful rejection of God’s 
salvation makes them responsible, which explains why God actually is patient toward 
humans and truly doesn’t wish for any to perish.    
 
Calvin’s third point is that Christ died only for the elect, not for every person.  Again, 
Calvin is over-zealous to protect God’s sovereignty here and he fails to properly 
represent God’s righteousness in doing so, as was stated above.  Yet, there is even further 
conflict between the Scriptures and Calvin’s assumption.  For God so loved the “world” 
(not just the “elect”) that He gave His only begotten Son (John 3:16).  Again, “…but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance” (2 
Peter 3:9).  Also, we are told that “many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 
22:1-14), which further speaks to Jesus’ atoning death for all human sin and the Holy 
Spirit’s conviction of sin to call mankind back to a right relationship with God, since God 
endeavors to reach all humanity, so that we would be saved.  Although, Romans chapter 
nine appears to support Calvin’s positions on God’s total sovereignty, it does not take 
into account the balance of the whole council of God’s word, particularly concerning 
God’s righteousness and love.  For even at the end of the Bible, some of Jesus last words 
were,  

 
“And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17 - 
KJV).  (Also, see John 6:40; 7:37.) 

 
So, once more, point three goes to the Arminians.  For they correctly stated that Christ 
died for everyone, even though many will refuse to accept His provision (the full 
payment) for their sin and reject the salvation He freely offers. 
 
Calvin’s fourth point claims that God’s saving grace toward the elect cannot be resisted, 
which follows the misunderstandings within his first three points.  Of course, at the point 
in time when the Holy Spirit convicts and draws the elect to God (the Father), through 
Jesus Christ (the Son), the elect do come into the kingdom.  But again, they choose to 
accept the pardon offered and it’s not to their credit that they choose to receive God’s 
immeasurable gift of grace, even though others forfeit the same privilege.  For even a 
convict can reject and foil the Governor’s pardon if he willfully wishes to do so. 
 
So, the Arminian position is correct on point four as well, for it states that no person is 
forced against his or her will to become a Christian and accept salvation.  Conversely, we 
are not lost because we have no opportunity for salvation; rather a person is condemned 
because he makes a choice not to believe, just as he is saved if he chooses to believe 
(John 3:18).  Unmistakably, God's grace can either be resisted or received by the 
exercise of human free will.  Again, we read, “and you are unwilling to come to Me, 
that you may have life” (John 5:40).  (Also see Acts 7:51 and Hebrews 10:26-29 for 
further examples and warning against human resistance).  By definition the saving grace 
of God is a free gift of His unmerited favor.  The thought of having a gift “forced” upon 
someone becomes rather strange.  Could the wrong thinking that God forces people into 
the kingdom be part of what was behind the horrible “Christian” inquisitions of the past?  
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Could this yet be the very circumstance that will help fuel the prophesied unjust 
persecution against believers “in the name of God” in the future (John 15:17 through 
16:3, Matthew 24:9-13 and Revelation 17:6)?   
 
If God would indeed force decisions upon man, it would violate human free will and any 
resulting honest accountability toward God.  And for sure, a forced decision is not what 
we see recorded in Genesis chapters two and three with Adam and Eve, who freely chose 
to sin against God.  The “God” of Calvin’s first four points could not be considered truly 
righteous or loving, but rather on the level of a sovereign tyrant, who could never be 
questioned about his decisions.  People with such a view of God could easily apply their 
misconceptions in a very dangerous manner, as history has repeated shown us.  However, 
this position is certainly not the way that Jesus Christ taught us to walk. 
 
 

The Issue of the Security of the Believer 
 
 
Now, this is where the examination becomes really interesting, as we examine what has 
been called the fifth point in the Calvinism versus Arminianism debate.  The question of 
the security of the believer is where the end of the swimming pool really drops off into a 
deep ocean trench and, as such, it’s where few have ever dared to go, in plumbing the 
depths of Scripture.  But it is long past due for the church to enter into the necessary 
exploration to understand what God has most certainly told us about what salvation is, 
and what it is not.   
 
The argument of Calvin is that once a person receives salvation, they remain saved.  The 
Arminians’ counter was that willful disobedience could cause a person to lose their 
salvation.  The interest and intensity of the debate picks up here because several 
convincing verses are used to support each side.  Yet, there usually ends up being only 
superficial examination of these arguments, which often leaves the average inquirer very 
confused.  This has resulted in most folks just choosing the side that suits their own 
upbringing or emotional makeup, but the issue has truly gone unresolved for many.  So, 
here is where the reader must seek God’s spiritual direction in His Word to be able 
discern the biblical truth of sound doctrine for this area of salvation.  The definition and 
use of terms will be very important in determining accurate guidelines for this fifth point 
of contention.   
 
 

What Salvation is (Oneness), and What it is not (Knowledge) 
 
 
A good place to start might be to examine an encounter that Jesus had with and one of 
Israel’s leading religious scholars.   
 

“Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 
this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we know that You have 
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come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless 
God is with him.’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’  Nicodemus said to 
Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into 
his mother's womb and be born, can he?’  Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit.’  ‘For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.  For God 
did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should 
be saved through Him.  He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 
believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.’” – John 3:1-6 & 16-18 

 
Jesus, in His conversation with Nicodemus, basically spelled out what salvation is: the 
belief that God sent Jesus, His only Son, into the world to save those who would believe 
on Him as the promised Messiah (or Savior – from sin).  Those who would believe would 
not be judged and have eternal life with God.  Those who would not believe in Jesus are 
judged already, according to their sin (Romans 6:23). 
 
Much of the rest of the New Testament clarifies and defines for us this basic message of 
salvation.  But, before we dive down to the depths of what salvation is, we need to 
explain some terms that Jesus spoke about here.  Jesus said that a person must believe in 
Him to be saved.  Unfortunately, the English language sometimes has a distinct problem 
in expressing the clear connotation of certain words, because it can be very vague or 
imprecise in its meaning.  The Greek language, on the other hand, is usually extremely 
clear-cut in its meaning.  So, what does it mean to believe in Jesus?  For even the demons 
believe in God, yet it does nothing to help them (James 2:19). 
 
 

 
Believe and Know 

 
 
The word believe in the English language can mean anything from subjective sincerity 
(like sincerely believing that rocks, trees, stars and the sun are gods that can help you 
when you pray to them), to an intellectual assent to some fact of history, science or 
common knowledge; or it can mean a form of sincere objective faith in something that 
may not be wholly provable, yet is strongly supported in its existence by the verifiable 
facts of history and science.  
 
The latter, objective belief (“faith”) in Jesus, is what the Bible is referring to (i.e. love the 
Lord your God with all your HEART, SOUL, MIND and STRENGTH – Mark 12:30), 
and the Greek defines genuine belief even more precisely, as it means to “rely upon, 
cleave to and completely trust in” the object of that belief or faith. 
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I think that the lack of a proper definition of the term “believe” has been one of the 
greatest stumbling blocks with the entire issue of understanding what genuine biblical 
salvation actually is, both inside and outside the church, particularly in the current post-
modern era where “believe” can mean anything and everything in a totally subjective, 
relativistic manner.  So then, biblical belief involves a rational commitment of giving 
over one’s self relationally to the real person of Jesus, who has proven His ability to have 
an impact on the believer’s soul for salvation, by His resurrection power over death.  Yet, 
because it is a relational form of belief, and Jesus is God, it means surrendering the 
authority over one’s life to Jesus as well.   
 

“And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 
Me” (Matthew 10:38).  

 
In the often-misunderstood parable that Jesus told about the Sower and the Seeds, two of 
these different types of belief are expressed.  The “road” people never understand it and 
Satan easily comes and robs them of any truth they heard.  But, the “rocky places” people 
hear the word, and immediately receive it with joy (however, it is important to understand 
that the Greek word here means receiving it intellectually only); yet it has no firm root in 
them, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the 
word, immediately they fall away.  And the people on whom seed was sown “among the 
thorns”, these are those who hear the word (the same way as the “rocky places” people 
“hear” it - intellectually), and the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  BUT, the “good soil” people on whom seed 
was sown, these are the ones who hear the word and understand it (the Greek here 
indicates a heart understanding); who indeed bear fruit, and bring forth, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty (Matthew 13:19-23).   
 
Some have improperly used this parable to attempt to support the loss of salvation, but it 
is really defining and separating true belief, or faith, from a false “intellectual believism” 
or false conversion.  Unfortunately, the latter may well be the kind of “belief” the 
majority in the church today actually possess, which puts them in one of the most 
dangerous scenarios possible, believing you are right with God and forgiven through 
Christ, when you actually are not.  In this parable of the Sower and the Seed and in the 
following parable of the wheat and the tares (Matthew chapter 13), Jesus is explaining 
that much false belief will exist in the church and He will judge it (vv. 41-43). 
 
This false belief is akin to claiming that we “know” (intellectually) the President of the 
United States, but for most of us, it is a fact that he does not “know” us (personally or 
even intellectually).  This is as perilous as a pilot “believing” his gas tanks are full and 
never checking with the ground crew or the airplane’s gauges before takeoff, and worse, 
never looking at the gauges during the flight, and worse still, doing this as a routine 
practice for each flight.  Yet, this is precisely how most in the church believe and act 
today.  But, the Scripture says,  
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“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you 
not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed 
you fail the test?” - 2 Corinthians 13:5 

 
True salvation is speaking of a very personal type of knowing God in a relational way.   
 

“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He 
abides with you, and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come 
to you…In that day you shall know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, 
and I in you.  He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves 
Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and 
will disclose Myself to him…If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 
Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him…” 
(John 14:15-27).  

 
Here we see Jesus teach about oneness with the entire trinity of the Godhead. 
 
We have to realize that Jesus told us THE WAY is narrow that leads to life and few are 
those who will find it.  We have to confront the fact (and not be shy about openly 
revealing) that many in the church are not the Lord’s and their souls are in grave 
jeopardy.  In the gospel of Matthew we read of two diverse accounts of people who 
called Jesus “Lord” and were very certain Jesus (personally) knew them, yet they found 
out otherwise (Matthew 7:13-23 & Matthew 25:1-12).  It must be repeated, we have to 
echo the words of the apostle Paul often,  

 
“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you 
not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed 
you fail the test?” - 2 Corinthians 13:5.   

 
Additionally, we need to let people know there is a way to be sure that they have the true 
salvation the Scriptures promise, through the witness of the Holy Spirit that we are 
God’s child, which is a separate issue from “the baptism of the Spirit”.  In Romans 8:15-
17 & 1 John 5:10-13 we are provided with the spiritual litmus tests of true salvation.  
The most important test is the internal witness, where God tells us we are His children 
through the witness of the Holy Spirit.  It is by this that the apostle John told us we could 
KNOW that we truly have eternal life with God.  This is not some warm fuzzy feeling or 
a burning in the bosom, which is merely a counterfeit of occult religion.  No!  It is the 
very essence and presence of the Almighty Creator speaking clearly and unmistakably to 
your soul that you are His child!  So beware!  If the Holy Spirit has never testified to your 
spirit that you are God’s blood-bought child, then you are not, for the Scriptures do not 
lie!  Also, beware of those in Christian leadership who mock this truth for there are 
wolves among us (Matthew 7:15 and Acts 20:29)! 
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Many a learned Christian or biblical scholar, along with countless, seasoned pew 
warmers will likely balk at this proclamation, because they probably do not believe in or 
accept this mysterious work of God in the believer’s life.  They may reject oneness with 
God, self-righteously defining it as demonic or New Age doctrine, even though the Bible 
is clear about this concept (John 14:20).  And further,  

 
“But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  Flee 
immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the 
immoral man sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is 
a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that 
you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:17-20).  {Also see 2 Corinthians 
1:22; 5:5; 5:17, Ephesians 1:13-14; 2:5-6; 4:24, 2 Peter 1:3-4 and 1 John 3:2; 
4:13-16 for more on the oneness true believers have with God.} 

 
Yet, to the strongly religious modern Pharisees of today, the words of Jesus still ring true: 
 

“You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me, that 
you may have life” (John 5:39-40).   

 
Here we see described the difference in “knowing” about God and walking in an intimate 
personal relationship with God.  Again, it’s like we may feel we “know” much about 
George W. Bush, but is that identical to him knowing us personally?  This is the tragic 
state of many professing Christians in the church today and it should cause pastors, 
preachers and teachers all over the world to sound the alarm from every pulpit.  
Unfortunately though, bad doctrine, unbelief and/or the love of money will likely keep 
most pulpits very quiet on this issue.  
 
 

Eternal Life and Security 
 
 
Jesus said that those who believe in Him would have eternal life.  If “eternal” does not 
mean forever, then what does it mean?  And if “life” does not mean living with the One 
who proclaimed that He is life (John 14:6), then what other definition shall we attach to 
it?  Eternal life by definition is everlasting life with God in Heaven.  Not only is eternal 
life promised by Jesus in John 3:16, we are also told,  

 
“He who believes in Him is not judged” in John 3:18, and again in John 5:24, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, 
has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death 
into life.”   
 

Notice the present and past tense of “judgment” and “eternal life” in these verses.   
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Jesus and the apostle Paul further cemented this position, as can be seen when we 
combine the meaning of two correlating passages.   
 

“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 
1:13-14).  (Also see 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5) 

 
This speaks to God’s ownership of the believer and His promise to redeem them.   
 

“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper (the Holy Spirit 
v.26), that He may be with you forever” (John 14:16).   

 
Here we see that upon truly receiving salvation, a believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit 
as a pledge from God for our eternal inheritance.  This is God’s seal, His doing, not 
something we even have the power to undo.  In other words, once the choice has been 
truly made, it is a done deal, because God owns the believer and He has made Himself 
one with them (John 14:20 & 1 Corinthians 6:17-20).  Additionally, Jesus said that the 
Holy Spirit would be with the believer forever.  So, to lose such salvation would require 
the Holy Spirit literally to go to Hell with the “fallen - former believer”, or God has lied.  
This is entirely contrary to the Scriptures!  For the Bible states,  

 
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you 
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). 

 
Genesis 6:3, which is often quoted out of context, says, “My Spirit shall not strive with 
man forever”.  This passage speaks to God’s judgment through the flood of Noah and 
the eventual final judgment at the Great White Throne (in Revelation chapter twenty), 
and actually nothing about removing His Holy Spirit from believers.  This has been used 
inappropriately, along with King David’s plea in Psalm 51 that says, “And do not take 
Thy Holy Spirit from me”, to say that God’s Holy Spirit can definitely be taken away 
from a believer.  This type of thinking truly does not understand the difference between 
the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.  The mystery of God that Paul taught about in 
Ephesians chapter three and Colossians chapters one and two, speaks to Christ being in 
us,  

 
“the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations; but 
has now been manifested to His saints” (Colossians 1:26).   

 
In 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5; 5:17, Ephesians 1:13-14 and John 14:16-20 we see that 
God has done something entirely new, by implanting Himself within the New 
Covenant believer and sealing us with His Holy Spirit of promise for our future 
redemption and telling us He will always be with us.  This is true assurance of 
salvation, because God cannot lie, for His transforming power and promises were not 
made conditional in any way to our behavior in these passages.  He now lives within 
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His saints; we are His temple, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, who will be with us forever!  
The part-time visitations for the believer are completely in the past, praise God!  And the 
part-time theology is truly gone with it.   
 
To say one can lose their “salvation” is really the exact equivalent of saying that they can 
lose their “eternal life”, which they were promised by God.  At this point then, one must 
come up with another definition for “eternal life” and a way to break God’s promises, 
which just does not work.   
 
So, to conclude this section from the position of this powerful scriptural evidence, 
there must be another way of looking at (and reconciling) the difficult passages that 
seem to indicate that one might lose their salvation.  Also, it is truly impossible to 
reconcile the above verses adequately, within their context, to the loss of salvation 
position.  Therefore, it would be best to consider the alternate position that salvation 
is secure once it is truly obtained, as well as the fact that far less people have genuine 
biblical salvation than the church would even dare to believe or acknowledge. 
 
Jesus even describes this problem for us in Matthew 7:21-23, telling us that MANY will 
say to Him on the day of judgment “Lord, Lord”, we did all these powerful things in 
Your name, and Jesus will declare to them, “I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, 
YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS” (for they had no real relationship with Jesus, 
ever).  Please notice that it does not say He knew them once (twice, or several times) and 
they just didn’t maintain their faith and backslid.  No!  It says Jesus never knew them!  
So, Calvinism finally gets one right on point five, but there is still much left to deal with 
on this issue. 
 
 
 
How do we Reconcile the Passages in the Bible that Seem to Say a Christian Could 

Lose Their Salvation? 
 
 
First, it is a wrong statement to say we are saved by faith, and therefore we must maintain 
our faith, to retain salvation.  Because this idea must be concluded from an inaccurate 
premise followed by a misleading assumption based upon that premise.  We’ll go through 
this one step at a time. 
 
The inaccurate premise is that we are saved “by faith”.  Yet, the Scripture defines that 
WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH THE VEHICLE OF FAITH, not by faith 
itself, or works of faith (Ephesians 2:5, 8).  Salvation is a gift of grace, not something 
we earn by faith or maintain through our works of faith!  Otherwise, we could take credit 
for it, at least in some fashion, and God said that it not how it works (Ephesians 2:8-10).  
He will receive all the Glory, period.  Once we enter into thinking we must “do” 
something and attach it to salvation, even if it is only in the “maintenance” part of it, 
we have just committed the cardinal error of adding to salvation, and then it is no 
longer grace by which we are saved.   
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The misleading assumption is that we must somehow maintain our faith.  But the truth is 
that after salvation, faith becomes the vehicle of fruitfulness, demonstrating that the 
salvation was indeed REAL.  Works of faith are simply outward proofs that the grace gift 
was truly transferred, and this faith is what God works through us to accomplish His 
kingdom purposes, which we will receive rewards for by obeying, or loss of rewards for 
non-compliance.  But not the loss of our salvation, for this is clearly stated in 1 
Corinthians 3:12-15,  

 
“Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, 
because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each 
man's work.  If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall 
receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he 
himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire”.    

 
This speaks to the Bema Seat judgment (the judgment of the works of believers).  Every 
work a believer does, in following the Holy Spirit’s direction, to build up the kingdom of 
God will be rewarded.  Every work initiated by the individual, even if they were doing it 
“for God”, will burn up, because God alone will be glorified in every work. 
 
The fact that there are rewards for the faith works (or fruit) of those made righteous by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ, overwhelmingly demonstrates that works of faith are 
not the item that saves a person or even the mechanism by which they must “maintain” 
their salvation.  In other words, the Scripture tells us that even our best works of faith can 
only go toward rewards.  This is a powerful confirmation that salvation is unrelated to 
works of faith.  Yet, we are told that works are a positive sign that salvation has occurred, 
because they should follow after real faith (James 2:14-20).  Additionally, we would be 
able to claim partial credit for our salvation if it were up to us to maintain it.  Also, if we 
must maintain our faith for salvation, then what is the standard?  How much maintenance 
is necessary and who decides what that shall be?  How could we ever truly KNOW we 
had eternal life or salvation (1 John 5:13)? This quickly degrades back to doing works to 
be saved, which nullifies the grace of God and then “grace is no longer grace” at all 
(Romans 11:6).  And no matter how much we mask our “works” with the word “faith”, 
this is still the unscriptural outcome of this way of thinking.  Jesus both authors and 
perfects our faith (Hebrews 12:2); our part is to chose to follow His lead through the 
Holy Spirit and either enjoy the blessing or miss out on it. 
 
Often then, the protest is immediately raised, if this is true about grace, then it just gives 
people a license to sin.  Yet, this protest fails for two major reasons.  The first is that sin 
has consequences, as in suffering in this life and loss of reward in the future life.  But, the 
second and more powerful reason is that God chastises His own.  As it states in Hebrews 
12:5-8,  

 
“and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘MY 
SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR 
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FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; FOR THOSE WHOM THE 
LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON 
WHOM HE RECEIVES.’  It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you 
as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  But if 
you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate children and not sons”.   
 

If someone professes Christ and lives an evil lifestyle and no discipline comes from God 
to humble them and return them to the ways of God’s righteousness, then it is obvious 
that they are not a child of God, because God does discipline His own.  Additionally, 
such an individual will not be truly convicted by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, 
when their sin is confronted, they will just make an excuse or dismiss it.  1 John 3:7-10 
speaks to this as well,  

 
“Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for 
the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this 
purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.  No one who is born of 
God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot (practice) sin, 
because he is born of God.  By this the children of God and the children of the 
devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, 
nor the one who does not love his brother.”   

 
Also we see this comparison and contrast in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, which states, 

 
“Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were 
some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.”  
(Also, see Galatians 5:19-26 and Ephesians 5:1-21.)    
 

In 1 John, the apostle is speaking to “little children” or baby believers.  So, this is 
something that should be readily discernable.  However,  

 
“Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment” 
(John 7:24). 

God’s active discipline in His church is demonstrated rather dramatically in Acts chapter 
five when Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, lied to the leaders of the church, and God 
took their lives.  Another recorded example of God’s discipline took place in the church 
at Corinth, where some were sick and others had died, because they had defiled the 
Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:16-32).  And the last verse of this passage confirms 
even further all that has been said up to this point and why God’s discipline can be so 
severe at times for His own children.  Verse thirty-two reads, “But when we are judged, 
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we are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be condemned along with 
the world”.  If a person is truly the Lord’s and they think they can live a disobedient 
lifestyle anyway, then their physical life may well be cut short by God, so that His 
promise of saving their soul (Ephesians 1:13-14) will not be thwarted.  We don’t like to 
think about it, but this could be an answer for some of the difficult questions, as to why 
some Christians seem to have their life cut off so abruptly (i.e. a rebellious teenager 
dying from slamming his car into a tree while driving intoxicated).  This may be the 
ultimate warning about God’s discipline to the believer.  Therefore, there really is no 
“license to sin”, as far as the believer is concerned.  All the same, we must exercise 
discernment here and not judge unrighteously, if someone suddenly dies (John 7:24). 

So, let’s look at some of the other verses which are used to attempt to support the 
contradictory idea that one can lose salvation and see if the context will truly substantiate 
such thinking.    
 

Philippians 3:9 – “and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my 
own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith”.   

 
The statement about faith here in no way contradicts Ephesians 2:5-9.  Faith is still the 
vehicle through which God’s saving grace is freely given to us for salvation, and the 
righteousness (in a lifestyle), which comes from God, is by grace through faith in Christ 
as well. 
 

Hebrews 10:38 – “BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND 
IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM.” This verse is 
simply quoted out of context.  One quick look at Hebrews 10:39 proves this 
point.  “But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those 
who have faith to the preserving of the soul.”   
 

Once again, this speaks of the comparison and contrast of false belief versus genuine 
faith, once again. God is the one who preserves the soul (Ephesians 1:13-14), not us, 
because no human will boast before Him (Ephesians. 2:8-10). 
 

1 Peter 1:5 – “who are protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”   

 
We see the term “through faith” one more time.  The repetition of this interpretive err 
shows the lack of understanding that we are “saved BY grace THROUGH faith” 
(Ephesians 2:5, 8), and not the other way around.  Additionally, the preceding context 
says a great deal in this regard as well.   
 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you” 
(1 Peter 1:3-4). 
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Galatians 2:20-21 – “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  I do not 
nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ 
died needlessly.”   

Paul is making a defense of justification by faith versus justification by works of the 
Law.  The whole basic context of the first five chapters of Galatians is about this issue.  
The Galatians had fallen under the deception of the Judaizers, which taught merit-
salvation and self-sanctification through works of the Law of Moses.  Paul was making it 
clear that salvation’s justification (by grace) comes by (or though) the vehicle of faith and 
not by the vehicle of works.   

This is proven by Paul’s statement in Galatians 2:21, “I do not nullify the grace 
of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”   

The letter of Galatians in context soundly invalidates all theologies that teach salvation 
by faith with human effort.     

Romans 3:28 – “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works 
of the Law.”  

Once more, when we view the whole context of Romans chapter three, and in particular 
Romans 3:19-31, we see that Paul is simply pointing out the same thing he did in 
Galatians, which is that salvation’s justification (by grace – v. 24) comes by (the vehicle 
of) faith and not by (the vehicle of) works of the Law. 

Another problem is the further assumption that “continued sin will adversely affect 
the believer's (saving) faith”, which follows on the heals of the erroneous assumption of 
“salvation maintenance”.  This is only true in respect to the believer’s health, possible 
lifespan and for their works pertaining to rewards.  Out of the Scriptures often used to 
support the loss of salvation position for this area (1 John 1:8; 3:8; Romans 3:5-8; 1 
Corinthians 3:1-3; Hebrews 3:12-14; 12:1), only the passage in Hebrews 3:12-14 
appears to need a response, as the other verses don’t truly have appropriate application to 
the debate, for they are simply exhortations for truthful and righteous living.  A 
superficial look at Hebrews 3:12-14 could easily mislead the uninformed or careless 
Bible student, for it says,  

“Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart, in falling away (the Greek = departing) from the living God.  But 
encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today’, lest any 
one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become 
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until 
the end”.   

 



 18 

Although it appears as if a believer could fall away from God by being hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin, these first two difficult verses are clarified by the third verse in this 
passage, once again separating out the true believer from the pretender.  For verse 
fourteen qualifies a genuine believer as one who is able to hold fast (by God’s grace) to 
the assurance (of salvation) until the end (of their physical life).  God accomplishes this 
because He does assure believers through the witness of His Holy Spirit that they are 
indeed His children (Romans 8:16 & 1 John 5:10-13).  Additionally, God promises that 
He will keep the believer in their salvation and that their soul will not come into 
judgment (John 3:18; 5:24; 2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:13-14 & John 14:16).  It 
is the grace of God that sees the true believer through to the end, because God will 
receive all the glory and no man will boast before God concerning salvation or works. 

One might wish to argue from the basis of free will, saying we could change our choice 
about salvation.  But as it was stated earlier, God says that once a person has genuinely 
received Christ, He makes them a new creature and becomes one with them, He puts His 
seal upon them, and He promises to always be with them.  This is action taken by God 
that He can’t renege on and still be true.  Therefore, human choice at the point of genuine 
salvation is concentrated down to obedience for the purposes of God’s kingdom.  Yet, the 
other side of this is that God will discipline His children and take them home if 
necessary.  Chapters three and four of Hebrews largely address the believer, with the 
exhortation to enter into God’s spiritual rest, by believing in and relying upon His divine 
promises for salvation and sanctification.  The majority of Israel was disobedient in the 
wilderness and did not enter into God’s rest and they fell (died).   

Colossians 1:22-23 states, “yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body 
through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond 
reproach -- if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, 
and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a 
minister.”   

This is like Matthew 24:13, which states, “But the one who endures to the end, he shall 
be saved.”  The true believer makes it through to the end, because God preserves him or 
her by divine grace, or once again, it would become the work of that individual believer, 
for which they could take credit, but Ephesians 2:8-10, Philippians 1:6, 1 Corinthians 
10:13 and Jude 24 tell us otherwise.  The difficult verses are generally a confirmation of 
who the true believers actually are and who they are not, by verifying who remains in the 
faith and who doesn’t.  They do not speak to the loss of salvation, but to the discernment 
between true and false believers. 

What about the passages that seem to speak directly to the believer's salvation being 
forfeited by rejecting Christ?  Although at first look some of these passages may 
appear to be a contradiction for the assurance of a believer’s salvation, all of these verses 
can be reconciled to the position of the security of a believer’s eternal salvation, once the 
believer has been genuinely born again and made one with God.  However, the same 
cannot be said of the opposing position.  It becomes completely contradictory and 
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impossible to attempt to reconcile the verses mentioned above, which demonstrate 
security, into the loss of salvation position, without making God out to be a liar, because 
His Word would prove false.  Therefore, the rational conclusion tells us that there must 
be an answer for these difficult passages, and indeed there is. 

John 17:12 – “While I was with them, I was keeping them in Thy name which 
Thou hast given Me; and I guarded them, and not one of them perished but the 
son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”  

This is a verse about Judas perishing, even though Jesus kept and guarded His disciples in 
the Father’s name.  The problem with using this verse to support the loss of salvation is 
found in the first and the last part of the verse itself, “while I was with them” and “that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled”.  This is a verse about Jesus’ earthly ministry, prior to 
the resurrection and the imparting of the Holy Spirit to the church.  Judas was with Christ 
purely for his own self-centered interest for the position he might gain when Jesus set up 
His Kingdom.  When Judas realized that Jesus was not going to overthrow the Roman 
occupation, he revealed his true heart, which Jesus foreknew and predicted, so that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled.  Judas was never committed to Christ and he is actually a 
better example of those who follow along in the pews and the pulpits for the benefits they 
get from intermingling with the saints of God.  This is not an example demonstrating that 
free will trumps God’s protection or keeping of those who are truly His own (John 
10:28-29), primarily because the Holy Spirit had not been given to the church yet.   

1 Corinthians 8:11 – “For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined 
(Greek = is destroyed), the brother for whose sake Christ died.”   

This verse, in the context of first Corinthians chapter eight, is speaking to the avoidance 
of causing a weaker brother to stumble with our mature liberty, in this case, the eating of 
meat that had been sacrificed to idols.  In 1 Corinthians 8:8 we are told, “but food will 
not condemn us to God”, which proves that verse eleven sighted here is referring to the 
harming of the weaker brother’s spiritual walk and loss of rewards, not the condemning 
of his soul (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).  As we shall see, with most of the passages sighted 
for the assumed loss of salvation, the actual context exposes the misapplication of the 
verse.   

Luke 8:13 – “And those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive 
the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in 
time of temptation fall away.”   

This is a parallel passage to Matthew chapter thirteen, which was expounded upon 
earlier.  The Greek describes the type of reception of the truth or belief that these people 
have, and it is intellectual only.  Therefore, by definition from the original Greek text 
they were never actually saved to begin with. 
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1 Timothy 4:1 – “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall 
away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of 
demons”.   

Here, the Greek term for “fall away” means, “to depart from”, which relates to the true 
faith being forsaken for the pursuit of false doctrines.  This is speaking to the growing 
apostasy of the last days before Christ’s return, when deceptive influences will peak in 
the world.  The context is speaking to a choice to move away from the absolute truth and 
authority of God’s word, the Bible, and straying into legalism, renunciation and 
“religious” self-denial.  In other words, it speaks to legalists who will depart from the 
understanding of salvation by grace through faith to a self-denying, works-based faith, 
which cannot save.  How could a true believer do this?  For would not the Holy Spirit 
convict them for doing so and draw them back to God?  Would not God, the Father, 
discipline them?  There are many with subjective and/or intellectual “belief” within the 
church walls today that could easily depart from the teaching of sound doctrine to fulfill 
this prophecy.  Unfortunately, they are easy targets for such deception, but Jesus’ sheep 
hear His voice (John 10:3-4, 27).  It is important to note here that deception will be so 
extremely powerful and pervasive just prior to Jesus Christ’s return that if God did not 
supernaturally protect His elect, they would be deceived by it as well.  But fortunately, 
God will not allow this to become a possibility (Matthew 24:24). 

1 Timothy 5:12 – “thus incurring condemnation, because they have set aside 
their previous pledge.”   

The context of this verse is referring to human condemnation from the widow’s peers, 
because she might break her commitment to give herself solely to God by not remarrying.  
This is something akin to a nun who might renounce her vow, because she changed her 
mind and wanted to be married.  The peers of the widow might condemn her for doing 
this, but she would not receive condemnation from God (Romans 8:1).  So again, this is 
simply a misapplication of a verse taken out of the context.   

1 Timothy 5:15 – “for some have already turned aside to follow Satan.”   

Again, attending a church or being “in the church” does not save a person or mean that 
they are in the true faith.  Jesus defined it for us in the parable about “the wheat and the 
tares” in Matthew 13:24-30, 34-43, where the enemy (Satan) sows tares (or mixes in 
liars, hypocrites and phony believers) among the wheat (true believers).  Paul’s 
description of this particular group of widows in this passage should be an instructive 
warning for some of the “church ladies” we see today.   

“And at the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to 
house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things 
not proper to mention” (1 Timothy 5:13).   

Therefore, those widows among the saints that turn away and follow after Satan are 
simply false believers. 
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1 John 5:16-17 – “If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to 
death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not 
leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make 
request for this.  All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to 
death.”   

This passage correlates well with Hebrews 12 and 1 Corinthians 11 mentioned earlier, 
concerning God’s discipline of His children’s sin, which sometimes leads to them being 
removed out of this life.  It really doesn’t support the idea of the loss of salvation. 

2 Peter 2:20 – “For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them 
and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.”   

This is speaking about an unbeliever who has come into the church, hung around for a 
while, and gained a significant amount of intellectual knowledge about Christ and 
righteous living, but they did not enter into His saving grace.  They went along with the 
truth and were benefited by it, but then choose to leave, going back to the world, and live 
out what was really in their worldly, selfish heart all along.  Their last state is worse than 
the first, because previously they were largely clueless to truth, but now they are without 
excuse and their punishment in Hell will be even worse.  

“The master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him, and at 
an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place with 
the unbelievers.  And that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready 
or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one who did not 
know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. And 
from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom 
they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more” (Luke 12:46-48).   

Although it is very difficult to understand how someone could draw so near to the truth 
and then turn their back on it, Jesus did repeatedly warn us in His parables that this would 
be commonplace among those who say they believe. 

Hebrews 10:26, 27  – “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
terrifying expectation of judgment, and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL 
CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.”   

Again, this is only intellectual “knowledge” or “belief” of the truth apart from a grace 
relationship and true oneness with God.  So here too, the explanation is the same as it was 
for 2 Peter 2:20, for their last state is worse than the first, because before they were 
largely clueless to truth, but now they are without excuse and their punishment in Hell 
will be even worse (Luke 12:46-48).  
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Hebrews 6:4-6 – “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and 
have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers (Greek = sharers) of 
the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age 
to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to 
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to 
open shame.”   

 
This is the most difficult passage of all, yet it cuts both ways.  Again, considering the 
whole of everything that has been said, this must be speaking to a type of “belief” that is 
intellectual.  Yet, more than that occurs here, for these people have tasted of (and shared 
in) some form of experience involving the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit.  
But then, they have fallen away and they can never repent again.  This passage 
demonstrates that the theory of “backsliding”, or turning away from the faith and then 
coming back to faith again, is not a spiritual reality.  Faith is either genuine or false, and 
“ping-pong” faith or back-and-forth Christianity, which goes in and out of salvation is not 
a valid understanding.  When a person actually enters into true salvation, God confirms it 
to them (Romans 8:16) and keeps them there (Ephesians 1:13-14). 
 
Therefore, those repeatedly coming back to the alter to repent and “re-receive salvation”, 
over and over again, are either immature true believers who just haven’t understood 
God’s word to them yet, or they are those of false faith who realize that they aren’t right 
with God and are being “religiously” sorrowful with the hope of appeasing God’s wrath. 
“For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, 
leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10).  
Real repentance involves giving the lordship of our life to God.  He gets to be the boss of 
us and we no longer choose to remain in control of our behavior and our life’s future on 
this earth.  We become His possession, which He purchased at a very high price (1 
Corinthians 6:17-20).   
 
The people referred to in Hebrews 6:4-6 are most likely those who have entered into 
close companionship with an association of truly Spirit-filled believers.  As a result, they 
have seen God’s grace in action, toward themselves and others (tasting of it, but not 
swallowing it).  They have witnessed and felt the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit 
operating in the midst of the saints (thus, sharing in it, but never entering into a real 
relationship with God). Although, they have temporarily turned from their sinful lifestyle, 
they never honestly gave their heart to God, even though God’s power, presence and 
truth was revealed to them in a magnificent way.  To know truth on this level and turn 
away from it is the exact same thing as openly and aggressively rejecting Jesus Christ, 
because no second repentance (turning away from sin again) will be possible for them, 
due to rejecting the light that they had so richly received.  In other words, they made up 
their mind (their eternal choice) when they saw the fullness of the truth and turned away 
from it.   
 
Ask yourself, who is really “calling the shots” or making the decisions for your life?  Or 
more simply put, who’s the boss of your life, you or God?  If it is not truly God, it would 
be a wise decision to change bosses.  Yet, some even miss the simplicity of this 
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determining question by trying to do things for God.  They choose to be religious and 
“serve” God, but it is of their own accord in an attempt to prove themselves worthy to 
God.  Yet, all our righteous works are worthless before a holy God, because they are 
contaminated with our sin (Isaiah 64:6).  Our hope and faith must be in Christ alone and 
He must truly be the God, Master and the Lord of our lives, or we are only pretending to 
be one with Him. 
 
Yet still, some would obstinately contend that a believer obtains his salvation “by faith”, 
so he can lose it by unbelief.  The fallacy with this thinking is made by wrongly 
associating sin and unbelief together, as if they equated to the same thing. If this were the 
case, then each sin a Christian committed would cause the loss of salvation, because for 
the believer to sin is an act of unbelief, in the power and position God has freely granted 
to us to overcome sin, and therefore, no human being would be going to heaven, because 
we can’t honestly keep up with all the sin we commit every day before a holy God. 
 

Additionally, Romans 8:1, which states, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” would not be true.   

 
This wrong thinking has caused some people to become walking basket-cases, constantly 
worrying and repenting a thousand times a day for fear that if they died with an 
unconfessed sin they would go to Hell.  Additionally, as was refuted previously, we are 
not saved “by faith”; we are saved by grace through the vehicle of faith. 
 
This concept of being saved “by faith” comes from poor exegesis, usually by way of half 
quotes or even full verses taken out of their direct context.  An example of this would be 
the claim that believers must be on guard constantly, “looking diligently lest any man 
fail of the grace of God” (Hebrews 12:15).  Yet, this is an exhortation for believers to 
walk righteously in the grace that God has provided for them.  A believer fails God’s 
provision of grace for them when they choose to sin, instead of doing what is right, 
because we have been give the power to resist sin.  Even the apostle Paul struggled with 
this (Romans 7:15 through Romans 8:1), as do all believers, because perfection will not 
come until we see Christ face to face (1 John 3:2).  The half quote of Hebrews 12:15 
misses the fact that Christ died for every one of our sins on the cross and either His blood 
covers us or it does not.  However, the powerful truth is that Christ’s sacrificial blood 
envelops the true believer completely at the initial point of salvation.  Close fellowship 
with God in this earthly walk and potential loss of rewards are the only things those of 
true faith can suffer loss of, not salvation (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). 
 

Galatians 5:4  – “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be 
justified by law; you have fallen from grace.”   

 
In its context, this is simply saying that if you wish to be justified by the law, you have 
rejected the way of salvation by grace.  Again, the letter to the Galatians was chiefly 
written to refute justification through the works of the Law, instead of justification by 
grace through faith. 
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Matthew 10:33 – “But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him 
before My Father who is in heaven.”  However it also states in 2 Timothy 2:11-
13 that, “It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we shall also live 
with Him; If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also 
will deny us; If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny 
Himself”.   

 
The true believer is one with God (1 Corinthians 6:17) and God will preserve the souls 
of His own (2 Corinthians 1:22 and Ephesians 1:13-14), even with physical death when 
necessary.  Also, remember that any address that is made to the New Testament church, 
unless specifically stated otherwise in the context, is addressing both the wheat and the 
tares, the true and false believers.  This understanding opens up the difficult meaning of 
the comparison and contrast of so many of Jesus’ parables, as well as the difficult 
passages that show people departing from the faith.  Those of true belief are preserved by 
God and can be rewarded and those of false conversion, who professed Christ and 
followed along in the church, will be punished.    
 

Philippians 2:12  – “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as 
in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling”.   

 
This verse is used to try to justify salvation by works of faith.  Once again, if this were 
the actual meaning, then how many works would be required?  What is the standard?  
And with our righteous deeds being discounted by the holiness of God (Isaiah 64:6), 
what good would even a million of them do us?  This verse is an exhortation to walk 
within the sanctifying grace that God has imparted to the true believer, to emulate the 
divine nature He created in the new inner man, and to be holy as He is holy in our lives.  
Salvation does not involve any kind of human work; it is the gracious gift of God 
(Romans 6:23).  How terribly arrogant it indeed is to presume that any human effort 
could be added to the majestic and awesome blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ!  This truly is 
one of the highest insults against God (Hebrews 10:29). 
  

Revelation 3:5 - “He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; 
and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name 
before My Father, and before His angels”.  Also, Revelation 22:19 – “and if 
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in 
this book.”   

 
These verses are used to suggest that a true believer’s name could be taken out of the 
book of life, and thus they could lose their salvation.  Again, if this is true, then the Bible 
irreversibly contradicts itself.  When one looks deeply into the prophetic parts of 
Scripture and understands them in the light of everything discussed thus far, they can 
determine that Jesus died for everybody’s sin and at that point, their names were written 
in the book of life.  When a person rejects Christ, then their name is blotted, or erased, 
out of the book.  The only exception to this is found in Revelation 13:8 & 17:8 where it 
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mentions those “whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation 
of the world”.  These references are to the antichrist (the beast) and his followers, who 
took the mark and worshipped Satan as their god (Revelation chapter 13).  This speaks 
to the serious nature of the mark of the beast and how offensive it will be to God for 
those who take it.  Apparently, even though Christ bore their sins on the cross, just as He 
did all the other sins of those who would reject Him, God refused to even use the ink and 
eraser for those who would commit such a grievous insult against His beloved Son Jesus. 
 
All these warnings of false belief (conversion) should truly alarm many!  For many who 
think they are just fine with God are really not!  True grace through authentic belief has 
often been badly misrepresented from many of the modern pulpits, with salvation being 
degraded into an intellectual assent of historical facts or even subjective (superstitious) 
belief for most in the church today.   Just look at the parable of the seed and the sower, 
one group in four flatly reject the message of Christ, and while three of the four groups 
accept it, two of those three groups are false believers!  Even more shocking is the 
parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-12.  Although half of the people represented 
are taken with the bridegroom (representing Christ at the Rapture of the church), this 
moment happens after the apostasy (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3) has already seriously 
thinned out the ranks of those willing to call themselves true followers of Christ, because 
of an all out global persecution that will have forced the true believers underground by 
this time (Matthew 24:8-12).  Yet, half of those people “faithfully” waiting will still fail 
the test (2 Corinthians 13:5), even though they don’t fall away from persecution and 
difficulty during the coming great apostasy.  This means that half of those who will 
loyally maintain their allegiance to Jesus Christ, call Him “Lord”, and expectantly wait 
for His return will nonetheless get left behind.  Jesus will simply say to them, “I do not 
know you” (personally, intimately or relationally).  How astoundingly tragic!   
 
Here, in this example alone, is the proof for why it is not just a need of “better 
discipleship” within the church today.  The largest part of the problem in the church is 
actually an over confidence in conversions which are not real.  For it is a fair assessment 
that those “faithful” ten virgins, representing the remaining underground church in the 
world at the time of the Rapture, will be well discipled in biblical righteousness and they 
all will profess that the blood of Christ had saved them, for they call Him Lord.  The fifty 
percent who get left behind will likely be highly indistinguishable from the other fifty 
percent of true Christians who are taken up in the Rapture.  In other words, those who are 
Raptured will likely be very surprised by the large number of their close “Christian” 
friends who are not up in Heaven with them.  This is why we must preach 2 Corinthians 
13:5, to test ourselves to see if we are truly in the faith, relentlessly.  For it would be far 
better to error on the side of convincing people to make sure of their salvation, than 
to error on the side of offering useless confidence to those with counterfeit faith. 
 
This is why the sound doctrine of the witness of the Holy Spirit to the believer is so 
reassuring and important to understand (Romans 8:16 & 1 John 5:10-13).  When God 
Himself tells the believer that they are His child and they are practicing righteousness 
according to the whole good council of His word, then the believer can firmly don the 
helmet of salvation (Ephesians 6:10-17) that they were meant to confidently wear, as 
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they enter into the battle of the ages for the souls of men.  If one does not have the 
assurance of their own salvation, then who are they to preach God’s salvation to others?  
In other words, how can we teach what we truly don’t understand?  Besides, Satan can 
easily take out a person sporting uncertain or self-merited faith, although it is likely he 
would not want to do so, as they could aid him in planting tares in the church. 
 
The time has come, for those who will follow God, to take hold of these truths and 
proclaim them from the housetops, pulpits and lecterns everywhere.  Unfortunately, not 
many may do so, because the difficult things are costly and rarely taught.  Many modern 
preachers and teachers are more concerned about filling seats and meeting or exceeding 
their budgets, than they are about revealing scriptural truths that could possibly “offend” 
those attending and tithing.  Simply put, for many in the modern church money has 
become more valued than truth, which can save lost souls (Revelation 3:14-20).  If 
biblical truth in any way clashes with attendance numbers and the cash flow that goes 
with it, then it is often suppressed or sufficiently watered down. 
 
The Apostle Paul’s prediction has come true in our generation.   
 

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting 
to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate (heap up) for themselves 
teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from 
the truth, and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4).   

 
This used to be associated with the more liberal churches, but unfortunately, it now fits 
very well within all of Christendom and to an alarming extent.  
 
*The modern Western gospel that is now largely being spoken is one of telling the world 
that God wants to bless them and give them a wonderful life (with this present life here 
on earth being the main focus).  Several verses are quoted to support this view, like 
Jeremiah 29:11.  Yet, this view ignores a greater portion of Scripture (and verifiable 
history) that speaks to the very opposite about those who would truly emulate Christ to 
the world, as all these passages indicate: Matthew 6:19-21, John 15:18-20; 1 
Corinthians 4:9-13; 2 Corinthians 11:18-27; Hebrews 11:32-38; & 1 Timothy 6:3-11.  
Persecution, hardship, suffering, slander, unpopularity and death are all to be the 
expected lot of a willing, content and joyous follower of Jesus Christ.  This was bore out 
in the lives of the past believers who are now watching us to see how we will do 
(Hebrews 12:1-3). 
 
*The Church has been seduced into telling people that they can be blessed by God and 
have His “wonderful plan” for their life (strongly implying an automatic physical and 
material blessing in this world), because it’s easier to “sell” the gospel this way and it 
avoids any offense that might lead to persecution (even if that persecution is nothing 
more than hurt feelings, strained relationships or some measure of ostracism).  We tell 
them they can have God’s blessings if they will just do a few of the right things, like 
tithing and participating in feeding the poor, evangelism, etc.  How foolish!  Even the 
worldly heathens live by and understand a system of doing certain things to earn rewards.  
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And then we act shocked, perplexed and feel sad when a “Christian” who has been 
“faithful” in doing the work of the kingdom for several years, all of a sudden “falls away 
from the faith”, because they don’t quite get all the “blessings” they think they should 
have obtained and they get tired of “trying to be good”. 
 
And Even though we do tell them about the blood of Jesus that forgives their sins, it is 
usually in a very general and non-personal way of easy believism, which merely 
introduces them to a mental assent of the historical fact of Jesus’ death for their sins, so 
they can feel liberated from their guilty conscience and continue on with their self-
directed lifestyles.  The question should be what kind of soil do we want in the church?  
Should we not desire to break up the fallow ground and prepare the soil to receive the 
seed as Christ intended?  This will not be accomplished by attempting to attach physical 
prosperity or God’s wonderful earthy plan for a person’s life to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  The good soil is prepared by using the law as a mirror to demonstrate our need 
for God’s righteousness.  When we “salt the oats” with the Ten Commandments and the 
realization of our failure to keep them, it will create a thirst in those who wish for 
righteousness and it will lead to a true repentance through the only One who can make 
them righteous before a Holy God.   
 
Therefore, both the truth about SIN and SALVATION must be properly preached and 
taught, along with the real the cost of following Christ, by taking up our cross daily.  This 
is indeed offensive to those who do not wish to let go of their sin or be challenged with 
sound doctrine.  But so what?  Let them be offended, for they are not sincere anyway, and 
now their true position has been exposed.      
 
Actually, the church itself has been guilty of helping raise up more tares than wheat, by 
preparing the very sort of soil that fosters weeds.  Some examples of the very powerful 
weed fertilizer that is widely used in the church today would be: the prosperity gospel*, 
the seeker friendly gospel*, the amillennial theory** (Jesus has already returned, so we 
don’t need to be looking for Him) and the theory of Jesus’ imminent return in a pre-
Tribulation Rapture***, which has been wrongly elevated to the level of “unquestionable 
doctrine” by many teachers and led many to believe they won’t have to share in the 
sufferings of Christ****.  These misrepresentations of biblical truth will probably be the 
foremost reasons for the future great apostasy, particularly in the western church where 
the apostasy will hit the church like a two hundred foot high tsunami. 
 
 Listen to The Teacher – 1 John 2:27 
 
__________ 
 

Make Your Salvation Sure 
 
Perhaps you are an individual who has read through this material and you realize that you 
are uncertain about your salvation, but you would like to become certain and make sure 
that you will spend eternity in Heaven with your Creator, the Lord God Almighty.  Then 
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pray the following prayer and sincerely mean it with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.   
 
Dear Jesus, I agree with Your word, the Bible, that I am a hopeless sinner, worthy of 
death and Hell.  I confess that I have sinned against you, the Almighty Creator of the 
universe, for I have broken Your Holy Law many times through things like lying and 
coveting what others have*.  And although I am completely undeserving of it, I ask Your 
forgiveness for my sins.  Not because of anything I have done or anything I ever will do, 
but because of Your blood that You shed for me on the cross to pay for my sins, please 
forgive me dear Lord.  I acknowledge You as my Savior and I acknowledge You as my 
Lord.  Take my life now, Lord Jesus, and do with it what You will, I am Yours.  Thank 
You for forgiving me and forever washing me clean by Your precious blood!  Praise 
You, Jesus!  Thank You!   * (Exodus 20:15-17) 
 
If you prayed this prayer and meant it sincerely from your heart, then Jesus Christ has 
forgiven you completely of all your sin (past, present and future) and you’ve been born 
again as a new spiritual creature and made one with God.  The Holy Spirit will verify this 
to you and confirm that you are indeed His child.  Get a Bible and start reading it; the 
Gospel of John is a great place to start.  Find a fellowship of believers that live by the 
authority of God’s word, meaning that they believe every part of it is valid.  Pray and talk 
to God often, this is a true relationship after all, and He really wants to hear from you!  
Welcome to the family of God! 
 
__________ 
 

** Amillennialism 
 

Shockingly, the Amillennial viewpoint is held by the majority in Christendom today.  
This should be a surprise because it is completely unsound with regard to both the 
Scriptures and history.   
 
Amillennialism only acknowledges the facet of the kingdom of God on earth currently, 
while spiritualizing the rest of the kingdom of God away in the form of a fantasy.  The 
dual aspect of the kingdom of God is a serious scriptural flaw or blind spot for this 
particular idea.   
 

Matthew 24:14 - “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.”   

 
The Greek word for “kingdom” in this verse is interestingly written in the plural form, 
which only makes sense if it contains a dual characteristic.  Revelation 11:15 describes a 
future moment of adjustment when the kingdom of the world (Christians on earth) is 
translated to the kingdom of our Lord in heaven (the Greek word for “kingdom” in this 
verse is written in the singular form for each usage, yet some versions mistakenly render 
it in the plural form).  The fact that this kingdom is describing believers is confirmed in 
Revelation 1:6 and 5:10.  Again, the Greek here is in the singular form and it means 
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“kingdom”, not “kings”, as some versions render it.  The fact that this happens before the 
midpoint of the seven year Tribulation is confirmed in Revelation 12:10-12.  Later in 
Revelation 19:1-14 this same group of people, who were called the “kingdom” earlier in 
Revelation 1:6; 5:10; 11:15, return with Jesus Christ back to earth.   
 
The Amillennial viewpoint basically holds that the second coming of Christ happened 
around 70 A.D. with the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.  It maintains that 
Christ’s return “was” not physical and will not be followed by a literal earthly thousand 
year reign, as is articulated in Revelation chapter twenty.  It perceives the Millennial 
reign as a spiritualized heavenly state that began back in the first century, contrary to the 
description in Revelation chapter twenty.  All one really has to do is read Revelation 
chapter twenty to see some very serious problems with this standpoint.  Six different 
times a period of exactly one thousand years is mentioned in this passage and then, final 
judgment and eternity follow almost immediately after it.  So, if this has happen 
already, from the 1st century to the 11th century, then where are we in church 
history???  To accept the Amillennial theory, we would have to believe we were 
currently floating along in some unspoken nebula of time that is outside everything the 
biblical prophets foretold concerning prophetic events and timing.  We would be waiting 
for the final judgment to come suddenly, without any significant warning, which would 
contradict all the signs Jesus stated in Matthew chapter twenty-four.  This is because 
the Amillennial view maintains that the prophetic signs for the end of the age were all 
fulfilled back in the 1st century A.D.  This idea spiritualizes away the literal meaning and 
uses replacement theology for the remaining promises to the nation of Israel, as well.   
 
It is very strange that the Amillennial viewpoint holds to the belief that most of the book 
of Revelation and most of the rest of end time prophecy has already been fulfilled.  For 
this would include all the twenty-one Tribulation judgments in the book of Revelation, all 
the signs in Matthew chapter 24, the false prophet bringing fire down from heaven 
(Revelation chapter thirteen), the Antichrist dominating the entire world so that no man 
could buy or sell without his mark on their right hand or forehead (Revelation chapter 
thirteen), the battle of Armageddon (Revelation chapter sixteen), the awesome physical 
and visible return of Jesus from heaven with all His armies (Revelation chapter 
nineteen) and the one thousand year reign of Christ (Revelation chapter twenty) as all 
being behind us historically.  Yet, there is not any legitimate historical evidence to 
support it.  Again, if all this has happen already, then where are we?  And what are we 
doing here?  This type of belief could easily lead one into a basic view of relativistic 
thinking that could culminate in a very deluded and dangerous position of subjective 
faith, since there would be no more prophetic markers to light our path.  The first sixty-
nine weeks of Daniel’s seventy prophetic weeks were fulfilled literally to the day.  Why 
would we expect God to fulfill the seventieth week any less literally?  The pattern was 
established as a guideline for us to follow, otherwise God’s prophetic word looses any 
real meaning (2 Peter 1:19-20).   
 

Jesus Gave a Severe Warning: “And if anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and from 
the holy city, which are written in this book.” -- Revelation 22:19    
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We are to accept it as it is written and not distort it to our liking!  Beware of the false 
prophets. 
 

“And it will come about in that day that I will set about to destroy all the nations 
that come against Jerusalem” (Zechariah 12:9).   

 
Rome is not “all the nations” and Rome destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D., instead of 
being destroyed!   
 
The nation of Israel Is the nation of Israel; there is no substitute!   
 

“Then it will happen on that day that the Lord Will again recover the second time 
with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, 
Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea.  And He 
will lift up a standard for the nations, And will assemble the banished ones of 
Israel, And will gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth” 
(Isaiah 11:11-12).   

 
On May 14th, 1948 Israel was reborn as a nation, being recovered for the second time!  
The Amillennial idea denies that Israel has any future promise or plays any significant 
roll in the current scheme of things, since it sees everything being fulfilled back in the 1st 
century.  They use replacement theology; saying that the church is now Israel, to attempt 
to dismiss the importance of the Nation of Israel in God’s end time prophetic outline 
clearly portrayed to us in the Bible.  
 

What we will see at the Real and Physical Second Coming 
 
The Mount of Olives is Split Into, Day Light is Changed, and the Geography Around 
Jerusalem Dramatically Altered:   
 

“And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives … the Mount of 
Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that 
half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the 
south.… in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. ... 
neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be 
light ... And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will 
be the only one, and His name the only one … for Jerusalem will dwell in 
security” (Zechariah 14:4-11). 

 
The Vast Worldwide Judgments - With Most of Mankind Dying.  (see Revelation 
chapters 6-19 and Isaiah chapter 24)  
 
The Undeniable Physical Return of Jesus Christ to Planet Earth.  (see Revelation 19:11-
21)   
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What we will see in the Real Millennial Kingdom on Earth 
 
Very Long Life Spans Again:  
 

“No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man 
who does not live out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred 
and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred shall be thought 
accursed” (Isaiah 65:20). 

 
Peace and Prosperity for all Men:  
 

“And they shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall also plant vineyards 
and eat their fruit.  They shall not build, and another inhabit, they shall not plant, 
and another eat; for as the lifetime of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, 
and My chosen ones shall wear out the work of their hands.  They shall not labor 
in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they are the offspring of those blessed 
by the LORD, and their descendants with them.” (Isaiah 65:21-23) 

 
Harmony in the Animal Kingdom:  
 

“The wolf and the lamb shall graze together, and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox; and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall do no evil or harm in all My 
holy mountain, says the LORD.” (Isaiah 65:25). 

 
Do we see any real evidence demonstrating that the Amillennial viewpoint has 
historically fulfilled these scriptural passages???  Once the seventieth week of 
Daniel’s prophecy begins (the seven-year Tribulation), the nonsense of this flawed 
theology will quickly disappear from the minds of men.  But what will become of 
those who believed in such a fabled view of the Bible?  Could they become like ripe 
fruit for the deception of the Antichrist? 
 
(History testifies to us that the best rule of interpretation is to take Bible as literally as 
possible, and when it uses figures of speech or symbolism, use prayer and your common 
sense to seek the most obvious literal meaning that was intended within the whole of the 
context.) 
 

 
***The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory 

 
One of the greatest blind spots in the Church today is the lack of the proper understanding 
of God’s prophetic timetable and the severity of hardship and persecution that will befall 
true believers prior to the Rapture of the Church.  Even the thought of such is considered 
to be like something akin to an unbiblical curse for many Christians and unfortunately, 
for most in the modern western Church, it is an absolutely unthinkable idea.  The 
problem has been compounded because this thinking has spread throughout much of the 
earth, because the western Church trains most of the rest of protestant Christian world 
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with its reworked, westernized gospel.  The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory was largely 
crafted around Scripture, instead of from Scripture, to fit this popular western mentality.  
It has currently grown to a nearly unquestionable status, as the theory has been wrongly 
elevated to a doctrinal position through the claim of imminency (very similar to the way 
secular scientists have improperly elevated the theory of evolution to the false position of 
a “scientific fact” using many pseudo-scientific claims).  Because of this tactic, the 
controversy surrounding the theory has become just as impassioned as well.  This has 
caused most who do have questions to avoid the subject altogether, for fear of bringing 
disunity.  This is highly regrettable and so very unnecessary, for it has closed off careful 
scriptural examination of the subject to the vast majority in Christendom.  Yet, very soon 
it will be a difficult dilemma that no one will be able to avoid.  Sadly, the Church will not 
be prepared because it refused to do its homework and truly test the proper exegesis of 
the prophetic theories, preferring rather to be soothed with smooth words.  Christian 
leaders have been just as guilty of censoring any scriptural proof opposing the popular 
ideas as the secular scientists have been in suppressing true scientific evidence that 
refutes evolutionary theory.  This is gravely irresponsible and it must be stopped! 
 
The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory is currently the most popular view out of the eight or 
so theories available.  Most people are aware of only three or four of the Rapture theories, 
like pre, mid & post tribulation.  Out of these few, the pre-tribulation theory holds a 
definite advantage, theologically speaking.  However, there are other theories to 
understand and consider on the Rapture (one of which is far superior theologically), but 
these theories have been largely censored because of a strong bias that exists for support 
of solely one of three prominent views, the pre or post tribulation theories or the non-
Rapture theorists.  Hopefully, this article will be used by God to break through the 
existing bias barriers and lead people to a place of thinking more carefully, as to what the 
Bible does and does not actually say concerning the Rapture.  For the sake of brevity I 
will simply address the Pre-tribulation Rapture Theory here, because of how its influence 
has been used to set up an unhealthy mindset within much of the Western Church.  The 
theory basically postulates that the Rapture happens sometime just previous to the seven-
year Tribulation period at the end of this current age, which is culminated by the physical 
return of Jesus Christ to planet Earth. 
 
This particular addendum may be difficult for some people to read through, because it 
challenges some cherished beliefs that are very fondly held by the majority within the 
conservative evangelical church.  Nevertheless, it can be strongly demonstrated that the 
Pre-tribulation Rapture view is often taken out of context from the very Scripture that is 
used to attempt to support it.  For those who are willing to read and to test this section 
there can be an enormous blessing (2 Peter 1:19, Revelation 1:3 and 22:7). 
 
The foundational premise of this theory is based upon the imminent return of Jesus for 
His true believers, to take them up to heaven with Himself.  The argument goes 
something like this; the early church believed in an imminent return, that Jesus could 
return at any moment for them.  For we see in 1 Thessalonians 1:10, that the 1st century 
Christians were waiting for His return.  Then the conclusion is drawn, since the early 
church believed it, it is right and cannot be questioned.  Two things should be recognized 
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here in the faulty premise that was drawn.  First, there was a second letter to the 
Thessalonians, which deals with this issue, and it would take precedence over the first 
letter.  Second, there were many things the early church believed that were absolutely 
wrong, causing the majority of Paul’s letters to be filled with correction, reproof and 
extra clarity on the issues.  Paul was speaking to the heart issue of looking forward to the 
Lord’s return in his first letter to the Thessalonians, but apparently many of them 
misunderstood his meaning, not unlike today, thinking it meant the imminent return of 
Christ.  But, can it be demonstrated that there was a misunderstanding?   
 
When we look a little further we can see that there are several biblical passages that 
dispel the idea of the any moment return of Christ, signifying that this idea should never 
have been elevated to a doctrinal status.  Could the Lord’s return have been imminent 
BEFORE the following:  Peter lived to be an old man (John 21:18-19), the temple 
was destroyed in 70 A.D. (Matthew 24:1-3), the gospel would be preached unto the 
uttermost part of the earth (Matthew 24:14, 28:19-20 & Acts 1:8), Israel was 
regathered a second time, which did not happen until May 14, 1948, when the 
modern State of Israel was born (Isaiah 11:11-12), the book of Daniel became 
unsealed and understood, which didn’t happen until the 20th century (Daniel 12:4)?  
The answer is plainly no, because all these things had to happen prior to Jesus coming 
back.  Then, the question arises could it not be imminent now, at least, since all these 
things have been fulfilled?  A closer look at but a few passages will show that an 
imminent return, even now at this late hour, is not scripturally sound. 
 
The argument has been made that since no one knows the day or hour of Jesus coming, 
we will not be able to anticipate it.  Therefore, Jesus could return at any moment.   
 

Even Jesus himself said in Matthew 24:36, “But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”   

 
Not unlike the previous argument, this is a line of reasoning taken very much out of 
context, because this is within the answer Jesus gave his disciples concerning His return 
and the end of the age in His Olivet discourse of Matthew chapter twenty-four.  Jesus did 
not separate out the different aspects of the disciples’ question, He answered the different 
facets of it together as one.  This lack of separation indicates the very near proximity of 
His return to the end of this current age, because the signs He lists are precursors for 
both.  Prior to verse thirty-six, Jesus had just listed a large number of signs to mark the 
coming of both events, then He added in verse thirty-six, “But of that day and hour no 
one knows”, speaking about His exact return.  If Jesus had not been speaking to a 
literal day and a literal hour, then He would have just contradicted Himself.  For He 
would have just listed all the signs to look for and then turned right around and said, but 
you can’t really know or anticipate it.  Extending the literal day and hour to the notion 
that “we just can’t know any time frame at all”, goes well beyond the true meaning of the 
context and any honest theological rendering of this passage.   
 
               The Return 
The cross                                                                                           The Rapture ^    || 
|_______________________________________________The Signs>>>>>>>>>>>>||_V 
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                                                     ~ 2000  YEARS                                                                            ( <10 yrs. apart ) 
 
The extremely close proximity on the prophetic time line of these two events is not 
denied by any of the theories.  All the signs Jesus gave in Matthew chapter twenty-four 
speak to this final time frame, which includes both the Rapture and Jesus physical return 
to earth.  Again, Jesus did not separate the two events when He listed the signs for His 
disciples in answering their multifaceted question!  Therefore, to say that there are no 
signs that must precede the Rapture and then turn around and say that the 
fulfillment of all these signs is evidence that Jesus return to earth is really close, is 
highly inconsistent.  So, Matthew chapter twenty-four definitely lists signs that will 
precede the Rapture of the church. 
 
Further, Paul corrects the wrong thinking of imminence in his second letter to the 
Thessalonians.  According to 2 Thessalonians chapter 2, someone had come along, after 
the first letter and before the second letter and told them that they had missed the Rapture 
(which is a special and unique “resurrection” of both the living and the dead (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18 & 1 Corinthians 15:50-55).   
 

The troublemakers were likely the two false teachers Paul marked out in 2 
Timothy 2:17-18, “and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, men who have gone astray from the truth saying that 
the resurrection has already taken place, and thus they upset the faith of some.”  
Paul cleared it up in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, “Now we request you, brethren, with 
regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together 
to Him (the Rapture), that you may not be quickly shaken from your composure 
or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the 
effect that the day of the Lord has come.  Let no one in any way deceive you, 
for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the son of destruction”.   

 
The very context of this passage exposes a faulty theological premise of the pre-
Tribulation Rapture theory by revealing the impossibility of its primary line of 
reasoning, the “doctrine” of imminence.  The context of this passage places the 
Rapture within the time frame of the day of the Lord.  When one examines the 
scriptural definition of the day of the Lord, it is defined as beginning with the 
opening of Daniel’s seventieth week or “the seven-year Tribulation” and going all 
the way through the end of the millennial kingdom of Jesus Christ’s one thousand 
year reign on earth.  Therefore, this passage places the Rapture’s timing somewhere 
within Daniel’s seventieth week, because Jesus will come back for His saints before 
He returns with them at the end of the week of seven years (for we are “gathered 
together to Him” at the Rapture, then we later “come back with Him” riding on 
white horses – Revelation 19:11-21).   
 
THE DAY OF THE LORD 
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The day of the lord, the wrath of God and 2 Peter 1:20 are three main concepts 
about End-Time Prophecy that are paramount to grasp if we want to have any 
chance of understanding the book of Revelation correctly.  The following is quoted 
from the study Bible notes of Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D, Ph.D., page 1809, on the scripture 
reference of 1 Thessalonians 5:2, “the day of the Lord. An extended period of time, 
beginning with the tribulation and including the events of the second coming of Christ 
and the millennial kingdom on earth.”  (Some places to confirm this are found in Isaiah 
chapters 2-4 & Zechariah chapters 12-14 where ‘in that day’ or ‘on that day’ speaks 
directly to the day of the Lord, which is referring to both the tribulation judgment and the 
millennial kingdom blessing.)  Please see the graph for further clarity. 
 
(7 yr. Trib.)               +              1000 year millennial reign      (~ 1007 year period ) 
|___|___________________________________________________________________| 
|                                                 THE DAY OF THE LORD                                               | 
 
Often when the day of the Lord is used in scripture it is referring to events that take place 
in the last 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 70th week (or the 7 year tribulation).  But it is not 
exclusive to that time frame as 2 Peter 3:10 states, “But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up”.  According 
to Revelation chapter 20, this is at the end of the 1000 year reign of Christ when the 
entire physical universe disappears.  Here is where the most rigid and narrow view of this 
term, “the day of the Lord”, as being just within the last half of Daniel’s 70th week or the 
last 3 ½ years of the tribulation, fails within the context.  So discerning the context, 
looking for which part of the 1007 years of “the day of the Lord” that is being addressed, 
is essential for correct exegesis of the time frame that it is referring to in the passage.   
 
Additionally, it states that two distinct signs must happen prior to the Rapture, as well.   
 

The first is the apostasy, which is described in further detail in Matthew 24:8-
12, “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.  Then they will 
deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations 
on account of My name.  And at that time many will fall away and will deliver up 
one another and hate one another.  And many false prophets will arise, and will 
mislead many.  And because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will 
grow cold”.   

 
The second sign mentioned is the revealing of Antichrist, which is described in Daniel 
7:8 & 9:27 as the eleventh ruler who comes up among the ten rulers and masterminds a 
special seven-year peace covenant, which will involve Israel and many other nations.  
This will actually begin the seventieth week of Daniel (the seven-year “Tribulation” – 
Daniel 9:27 and Revelation 6:1-2), and it will be the first of three revealings of the 
Antichrist, but only those who know biblical prophecy accurately on this point will 
discern who he is.   
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The second and third revealings are listed for us in Second Thessalonians chapter two.  
The second revealing is during the abomination of desolation at the midpoint of the 
Tribulation, which will largely be understood by the Jews, along with many of the 
Christian pretenders who were left behind.  The third revealing is at the final battle of 
Armageddon when Jesus returns to deal with the Antichrist and to all those who took the 
mark of the beast.   
 
But aren’t true believers going to be delivered from God’s wrath?   
 

For it states in Thessalonians 1:10, “and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come”.    

 
Yes, true believers are going to be delivered from God’s wrath.  So, the real question is 
when does the Bible say God’s wrath will actually start?  The “Tribulation” is never 
equated in the Bible as God’s wrath, directly or indirectly.  This is a good case for 
reviewing Acts 17:11 and 2 Timothy 2:15 for the careful consideration of being noble-
minded and well studied.   
 
The assumption made here is that the “Tribulation” is equivalent to “the wrath of God, 
because God’s wrath is poured out during part of the Tribulation”.  This connection is 
made by wrongly equating the word “judgment” with “the wrath of God”.  God has 
brought many judgments throughout history, but we will see that “the wrath of God” is 
clearly and very specifically defined for us in the book of Revelation.  The idea of 
defining all the judgments in Revelation, as “the wrath of God”, was suitably invented to 
prop up the pre-Tribulation Rapture theory and cannot be substantiated biblically as a 
valid argument.    
 
So, when does the wrath of God begin?  Basically, we have two choices on this matter, 
either we will choose to believe one of the various opinions of men concerning the wrath 
of God (which would include defining it as the entire seventieth week of Daniel, by 
wrongly equating all the Tribulation judgments as the wrath of God, or by defining it as 
the time spoken of in Revelation chapter 6:12-17, when very frightened men declare it), 
or alternatively, we can choose to believe God’s direct edict, which comes to us from His 
throne room. 
 

Revelation 6:15-17 – “And the kings of the earth and the great men and the 
commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to 
the mountains and to the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him 
who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their 
wrath has come; and who is able to stand’?”   

 
Please notice who is making the declaration here.  For it is important to be careful and 
study all that is mentioned to us about the wrath of God.  Those who see this as the wrath 
of God overlook the fact that this sixth seal judgment, in Revelation chapter six, where a 
bunch of very frightened men (with the blood of the saints still fresh on their hands from 
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the great slaughter of Christian martyrs during the fifth seal judgment), suppose that the 
awesome judgment they are witnessing is the wrath of God.  But the actual time and 
place it is mentioned as coming, or beginning, is in Revelation 11:18. 
 
The beginning of God’s wrath is declared to us from the very throne room of God 
(Revelation 11:18) – “And the nations were enraged, and Thy wrath came, and the time 
came for the dead to be judged, and the time to give their reward to Thy bond-servants 
the prophets and to the saints and to those who fear Thy name, the small and the great 
(hint: this is a description of the bema seat judgment up in Heaven), and to destroy those 
who destroy the earth.”   
 
This is the first time that it is announced from Heaven and the actual time it is mentioned 
as coming, or beginning, and it happens after the seventh trumpet judgment has been 
blown.  And notice who announces it, the 24 elders who are around the throne of God 
(Revelation 11:16).   
 
Revelation chapters 15 & 16 actually describe the wrath of God being poured out in the 
last seven the bowl (or vial) judgments of the twenty-one judgments in the book of 
Revelation.  In Revelation 15:7, the double definite article used to define it in the Greek 
text as "the wrath of the God".  This makes it is a very specific future event that has a 
definite beginning and ending to it.  Therefore, it can only begin once!  And the edict 
given (in Revelation 11:18) from the throne room of God is not creative, speculative or 
man centered in any way.  Additionally, the double definite article allows the description 
given in Revelation chapters 15 and 16 to stand for WHAT the definition of “the wrath 
of the God” actually is.  This clearly tells us then, that the wrath of God is defined as 
being contained within the last seven bowl judgments that are poured out after the mark 
of the beast has been issued. 
 

Revelation 16:1-2 – “And I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the 
seven angels, "Go and pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of God into the 
earth.  And the first angel went and poured out his bowl into the earth; and it 
became a loathsome and malignant sore upon the men who had the mark of the 
beast and who worshiped his image.”   

 
Also, the timing of this passage is directly linked to Revelation 11:18 (when the book of 
Revelation is allowed to speak as written in its contextual order), because the trumpet 
judgments are finished and the bowl judgments follow afterward, which does confirm for 
us the actual timing of the beginning of God’s wrath (from which the true believers will 
definitely be exempt or delivered). 
 

Revelation 3:10 – “Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also 
will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the 
whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth.”   

 
What is the ‘hour of testing’?  Is it defined for us anywhere in Scripture?  Once 
again, no it is not.  It could be the Tribulation, the mark of the beast, the Great 
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Tribulation, or possibly something else.  To pick out one of these choices and absolutely 
declare it to be the equivalent to the hour of testing is pure assumption, and a rather poor 
way to contend to make a case for one’s favorite theory.  Pre-Tribulation Rapture theory 
declares that the hour of testing IS the Tribulation, because this helps make the theory 
look more plausible, not because the Bible supports this assumption in any real way.  A 
word study on tribulation, wrath of God, and the hour of testing will reveal this.  
Additionally, just as food for thought, if an assumption were to be made, it would seem 
that the mark of the beast would be a better scenario for the “time of testing”.  The one 
exemption to this “test” could come in the form of the Rapture for true believers, prior to 
the issuing of the mark of the beast (Revelation chapters 11-13), because they have 
already made up their minds about whom they serve.  But for all the rest, they must take 
the “test” to demonstrate the true allegiance of their heart. 
 
Another common protest is:  But, if Christians are present for part of the 
“Tribulation” then they would be subject to the same judgment that the sinful world 
will undergo, and that just won’t happen!  Yet, there is scriptural precedence of God’s 
special protection for His children during the process of His fierce judgment.  In Exodus 
chapters 7-12 we see catastrophic and devastating plagues unleashed upon the land of 
Egypt.  However, the Israelites lived right in the midst of Egypt in Goshen and not one of 
them or their livestock was touched!  So, there is a biblical basis for Christians being able 
to be around in the first half of the seven-year “Tribulation” and be generally protected 
by God from the judgments that precede His wrath.  Others have suggested Noah and his 
family going through the flood, as the whole world was judged, as a possible example of 
divine protection as well. 
 
An additional offering for the Pre-Tribulation Rapture theory is that God is through 
dealing with the church and starts dealing with Israel at the beginning of the seventieth 
week of Daniel (the Tribulation).  The assumption here is that Daniel’s seventieth week 
must be entirely exclusive for Israel, and not include the church, even though both 
entities exist side by side today!  The stated ‘proof’ for this is made thus:  The word 
‘church’ is not mentioned from Revelation chapter four onward, which is the details of 
Daniel’s seventieth week, and the “Tribulation” is referred to as the time of Jacob’s 
(Israel’s) trouble.   
 

Jeremiah 30:7 – “Alas! For that day is great, there is none like it; and it is the 
time of Jacob's distress (tribulation), but he will be saved from it.”   

 
Please be aware that no exact timing or definition is given in this verse, nor will you find 
it in the surrounding context.   
 
As far as the usage of the word ‘church’, are any other names used to describe 
followers of Jesus Christ besides ‘church’ in the Bible?  Has the church ever been 
referred to as Saints, Christians, believers, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a kingdom, 
holy ones, etc.?  Does Revelation chapter four onward contain any of these terms that 
could possibly be applied to the presence of the church on earth?  There are several 
references to believers on earth throughout the book of Revelation worth noting, but the 
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time will not be taken for it here.  However, to assume that these references all refer to 
post-Rapture converts to Christ is again a convenient invention to support the Pre-
Tribulation Rapture theory.  Also, restricting the definition to just ‘church’ in order to 
attempt to fit it into this particular concept of the church age dispensational thinking is a 
logically flawed presupposition, because it assumes that the beginning of the 
“Tribulation” is equivalent to the end of the church age.  However, the time of Jacob’s 
(Israel’s) distress best fits the last 3 ½ years of Daniels seventieth week, rather than the 
whole seven years (cf. Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15-21, Revelation chapters 12 & 13).  
These portions of Scripture plainly tell us that Israel will have peace granted to them 
during the first 3 ½ years of the “Tribulation”, but not the last 3 ½ years, which is 
when their trouble actually begins with the betrayal from their new false messiah (the 
Antichrist), one half way into the seven year period. 
 
Jesus further confirms this in His Olivet discourse, where He defined the ‘great’ 
tribulation as beginning with the time of Antichrist’s betrayal of the seven-year peace 
covenant he will make with Israel.  “Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF 
DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the 
holy place (let the reader understand – Daniel 9:27), then let those who are in Judea flee 
to the mountains; let him who is on the housetop not go down to get the things out that 
are in his house; and let him who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak.  But woe to 
those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days!  But pray that your 
flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath; for then there will be a great tribulation, 
such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall” 
(Matthew 24:15-21).  The “Tribulation”, which is seven years long, should not be 
confused with the “Great Tribulation”, which is the last half of the “Tribulation” and only 
three and one half years long.  These terms are frequently interchanged with one another, 
in a rather careless manner by those who hold to the Pre-Tribulation Rapture theory.  
Please be aware of the difference.   
 
Although there is much more that can be discussed on this topic, this should be enough to 
help believers see that placing their hope in a pre-Tribulation Rapture escape could prove 
very disappointing, and sadly, this will very likely be the case for many.  Additionally, 
because so many conservative Bible teachers are dogmatically teaching this particular 
Rapture proposal as if it was a fact, its failure will bring into question much of the sound 
doctrine that they have taught right along side it, largely because they have wrongly 
elevated it to a position of doctrinal prominence.  This will open the door for false 
teachers and prophets to arise and mislead many, like never before, which is actually part 
of what Jesus predicted in His description of the apostasy, “and many false prophets will 
arise, and will mislead many”. (Matthew 24:9-12).   
 
So, for those who have ears to hear, let this serve as an advanced warning for what to 
expect and an explanation why it will happen.  For the pre-Tribulation Rapture theory has 
caused many to believe with a false assurance that Jesus will return for them before any 
real difficulty comes upon the earth, as His second coming draws near (often wrongly 
implying the avoidance of any real suffering for the believer).  When the Scriptures more 
accurately speak to a pre-great-Tribulation Rapture just before the mark of the beast is 
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issued, with intense global persecution for believers during the first half of the seven-year 
Tribulation.  This should cause the believer to ponder even more carefully the outward 
litmus test (or cost) that is assigned to a true believer.   
 

“For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’  The 
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him” (Romans 
8:15-17). 

 
 

****The Question of Suffering 
 
If God is so loving, then why would do good people and/or Christians have to suffer?  
This question is answered by the correct understanding of suffering and death initiated 
from the fall of mankind in Genesis.  Sin is a destroyer that brings suffering and death 
and this is why God wants to cleanse it from the earth.  This world is bound up in sin and 
we are under its curse until Jesus Christ fully removes it.  Additionally, before a Holy 
God, no one is “good” (Romans 3:10-12). 
 
Also, there is even the more self-centered question; will Christians in the free West have 
to suffer before the Lord returns (speaking to the issue of persecution)?  The western 
church seems to have a tendency to ignore (or at least push this thought out of its 
conscience as quickly as possible concerning) the reality of daily life for the entire 
Christian body throughout the world, which includes many who suffer intensely and die 
for their faith.  Unfortunately, when analyzed, the idea of Christians not suffering is 
usually based on some very poor theology and possibly wrong heart attitude.  Somehow 
much of the western church has come to believe that it has an exempt status when it 
comes to tribulation, persecution, and suffering, when the Bible never gives the western 
church any real reason to believe this notion.  The Scriptures overwhelmingly paint a 
much different picture than the common western perception and lifestyle of biblical 
Christianity, largely because a great deal of interpretation of the Bible has been altered to 
fit the culture and most are unaware that this has happened.   
 
As has already been mentioned, Jesus told us the whole world will someday soon turn 
openly hostile and violent against true Christians.  In context, this will actually be what 
produces the great end time apostasy, as many fair weather believers will quickly 
distance themselves from the true believers who will be viciously slandered and vilified, 
making them easy targets for persecution, imprisonment and killing (Matthew 24:9-13).  
As you read through the verses below ask yourself these questions: Is this the wonderful 
life / seeker friendly gospel that the western church is preaching?  Why is this part of the 
Bible largely absent from the pulpits of the western church?   
 

Luke 9:23-26, “And He (Jesus) was saying to them all, ‘If anyone wishes to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
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Me. For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  For what is a man profited if he 
gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  For whoever is ashamed 
of Me and My words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when He comes 
in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.’”  
 
2 Timothy 3:12,  “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted.” 
 
Acts 14:22, “strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God.’”   
 
John 15:18-20,  “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it 
hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because 
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 
hates you.  Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than 
his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also.” 
 
Philippians 1:29,  “For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to 
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,” 
 
Romans 5:3-5,  “… we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven 
character, hope; 
 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:4-5,  “therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the 
churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your 
persecutions and afflictions which you endure.   This is a plain indication of 
God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom 
of God, for which indeed you are suffering.”  
 
Hebrews 10:32-11:2,  “But remember the former days, when, after being 
enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly, by being made 
a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by 
becoming sharers with those who were so treated.  For you showed sympathy to 
the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that 
you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one.  Therefore, do not 
throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  For you have need of 
endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what 
was promised.  For yet in a very little while, he who is coming will come, and will 
not delay.  But my righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, my 
soul has no pleasure in him.  But we are not of those who shrink back to 
destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.  Now faith is 
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the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  For by it the 
men of old gained approval.”   
 
1 Peter 4:12-19,  “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, 
which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were 
happening to you; 
but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so 
that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.  If you 
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon you.  By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or 
thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, 
let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.  For it is time 
for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us 
first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  
AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, 
WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER?  
Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.” 
 
1 Peter 2:20-23,  “For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly 
treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer 
for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  For you have been 
called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example for you to follow in His steps, WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR 
WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; and while being reviled, He did 
not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 
Himself to Him who judges righteously;” 
 
1 Corinthians 4:9-13, “For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as 
men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, 
both to angels and to men.  We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are prudent in 
Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are 
without honor.  To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are 
poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and we toil, 
working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are 
persecuted, we endure; when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have 
become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now.” 
 
2 Corinthians 11:23-27, “Are they servants of Christ? (I speak as if insane) I 
more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without 
number, often in danger of death.  Five times I received from the Jews thirty-
nine lashes.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three 
times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.  I have been 
on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from 
my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the 
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;  I have been in 
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labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often 
without food, in cold and exposure.” 
 
Hebrews 11:35-40, “…and others were tortured, not accepting their release, 
in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; and others experienced 
mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.  They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death 
with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in 
deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.  And all these, 
having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they 
should not be made perfect.” 
 
Romans 12:10-21,  “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give 
preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, 
devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 
hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.  Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 
Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but 
associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.  Never pay 
back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  Never take 
your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 
written, ‘VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,’ says the Lord.  ‘BUT 
IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, 
GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING 
COALS UPON HIS HEAD.’  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” 
 
John 16:33,  “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. 
In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the 
world.” 

 
Dear Lord Jesus, please allow this message to go forth and reach many before the 
predicted day of darkness arrives on the earth.  Please warn, prepare and save your true 
children!  In Your Holy Name I pray and ask for You to do it, for Your glory.  Amen.   
 

- How To Best Use This Information -  
 
Dear Pastor / Teacher / Evangelist, 
 
You may ask, how could I possibly use it ("Do We Truly Understand What Biblical 
Salvation Is" document) because there are many churches that are divided in their 
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doctrines base on Calvinism and Arminianism and it just seems like another theological 
argument?  Well, this is a good question that demands a good answer. 
 
Actually, it’s really not about Calvinism or Arminianism, which is a side issue that can 
distract.  This was only utilized to hopefully get people to a place where they would 
reevaluate what the Scriptures are actually saying, because it is a starting point that most 
students of theology can relate to.  Therefore, my advise is to not bring it up at all when 
preaching / teaching / Evangelizing.  Rather, just bring the challenges of the Scripture 
itself.   
 
Here is a seven-step plan to open up the kingdom of heaven to the lost (in reference to the 
"Do We Truly Understand What is Biblical Salvation" document): 
 
1. Why did the apostle Paul challenge us to test ourselves to see if we really have Christ 
in us (real faith) - (2 Corinthians 13:5)?  The call of the apostle must be heeded!   
 
2. Why did Jesus repeatedly make reference to true and false belief / conversions in His 
parables (i.e. Matthew Ch. 13 – Sower and the seeds; wheat and tares)? 
 
3.  Are you aware that Jesus said their would be "MANY" who would be absolutely 
certain that they knew Him, even calling Him LORD, but that He would tell them on 
judgment day that He NEVER knew them (Matthew 7:13-23; 25:1-12)? 
 
4. So how do we prevent ourselves from being deceived?  After all, if a person is 
deceived, do they know it?  So, what is genuine belief?  (Give the Greek definition) 
What does it mean to be KNOWN by Jesus? (Define the difference between intellectual 
assent to the historical facts and a deep interpersonal relationship.) 
 
5.  So, how can a person be certain if they really do have genuine salvation?  (By the 
witness from the Holy Spirit, a willingness to share in the sufferings of Christ, and by the 
practiced lifestyle of righteousness - Romans 8:15-17, 1 John Ch. 3; 5:10-13.)  
 
6.  Then give an alter call by saying something like this to them, “if you are not sure 
about the witness of the spirit of God in your life, if you have even the slightest doubt or 
concern as to your position before a Holy God and whether you are actually saved, then 
today is the day and now is the time to make sure that you are right with God!”  Tell them 
to stand up / come forward, for Jesus died for them openly and publicly to take away their 
sin.  If they want to be real with God then do so before all men. Because Jesus said, “For 
whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with 
the holy angels” (Mark 8:38). 
 
7.  Lead them in a prayer of salvation similar to the one in the salvation document.  “Dear 
Jesus, I agree with Your word, the Bible, that I am a hopeless sinner, worthy of death and 
Hell.  I confess that I have sinned against you, the Almighty Creator of the universe, for I 
have broken Your Holy Law many times through things like lying and coveting what 
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others have.  And although I am completely undeserving of it, I ask Your forgiveness for 
my sins.  Not because of anything I have done or anything I ever will do, but because of 
Your blood that You shed for me on the cross to pay for my sins, please forgive me dear 
Lord.  I acknowledge You as my Savior and I acknowledge You as my Lord.  Take my 
life now, Lord Jesus, and do with it what You will, I am Yours.  Thank You for forgiving 
me and forever washing me clean by Your precious blood!  Praise You, Jesus!  Thank 
You!”  Then encourage them to foster and build upon their new special relationship with 
God through prayer and the reading and study of God's Word, the Bible, and fellowship 
with the saints. 
 
Do this and I will be very surprised if revival does not breakout in huge way.  Also, from 
it a great awakening could occur.  So be aware of what you may be in for.  
 


