Ten Great Biblical Deceptions

“Is it possible that you are decerved that are reading this? From the beginning

men have been deceived, how ought we to earnestly take heed to ourselves...”

Deception One - Evil Men And Seducers

"TAKE HEED LEST ANY MAN deceive you!” This
is one of the warnings in Scripture that any believer
would do well to listen to. Is it possible that you are
deceived that are reading this? From the beginning
men have been deceived, how ought we to earnestly
take heed to ourselves lest we find ourselves in the
same place. The first deception is: “But evil men and
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived.” Take heed that you do not become
deceived and deceive many in your blindness. God
is able to keep those that call out upon His Name.
The Scriptures proclaim: “No good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly.” If we
walk fully towards God in repentance and forsaking
all our idols we will be protected from deception.

Deception Two - Sin That Kills

“For sin, taking occasion by the commandment,
deceived me, and by it slew me.” We were all de-
ceived in our prior condition before Christ: “For we
ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient,

deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living
in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one an-
other.” Alas our dire state but there is found great
forgiveness and new birth in Christ. “If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.” We must never ignore this great evil of
sin in our lives, it is always ready to overtake us.
Take heed dear Christian that you not be found
obstinate towards sin and it overtake you. John
Owen said that it is a murderer and must be dealt
with as like to its nature, let us give a death blow to
sin everyday, keeping it from ruling over us.

Deception Three - Unbridled Tongue

“Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt
good manners. Awake to righteousness, and sin not;
for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak
this to your shame.” Take heed that you realize that
evil words and thoughts will corrupt and destroy
your soul. Christ said we will be judged for every
idle word we speak. It is stated in the Epistle of
James: “If any man among you seem to be religious,
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own

heart, this man's religion is vain.” Oh the horror of
self-deception, only the truth of God, our lamp to
our feet, will keep us from stumbling and being self-
deceived. Hear this admonition from the Epistle of
Galatians: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”
Let no man tell you that you can be careless with
your words and company and not suffer conse-
quences.

Deception Four - Belly Preachers

“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but
their own belly; and by good words and fair
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.” Take
heed that you do not fellowship with or listen to
“belly” preachers. These are those that serve not
God but their own lusts, you can tell them by their
fruits: “Divisions and offenses.” They act contrary to
that of the Lord Jesus Christ and serve not as a ex-
ample to the body of Christ. They will preach to you
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what you want to hear and you will never be con-
victed in their presence. They are men pleasers for
the reason that they may obtain what they desire
not what God commands.

Deception Five - When We
Think We Are Something

“Let no man deceive him-
self. If any man among you
seemeth to be wise in this
world, let him become a

fool, that he may be wise.”
And it is stated elsewhere

in Holy Writ: “For if a man
think himself to be some-
thing, when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself.” Take heed Christian that you
self-exalt and promote yourselves amongst the
brethren. Take heed Christian when the world is
enamored at your success as a preacher. What a
woeful day it is when the world seems us “wise”
and we think ourselves “something.” We must live a
life that is self-abasing and God-exalting. Christ and
His Cross is our heavenly boast. Live a simple life
that honors God in all its works and attitudes.

Deception Six - Hearers Only!

“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the en-
grafted word, which is able to save your souls. But
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de-
ceiving your own selves.” Take heed dear Christian
when you only begin to hear the word of God and
find not practical change in your life. What a terrible
place to be when you are taking in much truth yet
living in un-truth. Let us not be dead sea’s that are
stagnant and truth rich but alas have no outflow to
sustain life. Preachers in this condition are “dead
men preaching dead sermons.” Let our lives reflect
His glory in all that we do, may we hear and obey
His word and then in that day we will hear: “well
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done good and faithful servant
Deception Seven - Living In Sin

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither forni-
cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”
It also states in the Epistle of 1 John: “Little children,
let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness
is righteous, even as he is righteous.” Take heed that
you do not serve and be mastered by sin. Let no
man deceive you that you can live in sin and be
acceptable with God. Let no man deceive you and
tell you that you can enter into heaven while in
bondage to sin.

Deception Eight - Vain Words

“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for be-
cause of these things cometh the wrath of God upon

“Take heed that you are
not deceived by men who
with all trickery and vain
words beguile man by
their smooth words...”
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the children of disobedience.” It says in the Epistle
to Titus: “For there are many unruly and vain talk-
ers and deceivers.” Take heed that you are not de-
ceived by men who with all
trickery and vain words
beguile man by their
smooth words. The wrath
of God is upon this world
even now and we must be
sober and serious in our
speech towards the divine
remedy of our condition of
eternal damnation.

Deception Nine - False
Prophets And Christs

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take
heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come
in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many.” Take heed you are not deceived by false
Christ’s. This is a clear warning from our Master the
Lord Jesus Christ that in the last days there will be
“men” that will deceive many. “Many!” Never in
the history of the Church have so many false con-
cepts crept in unawares beguiling many souls. This
is the method of the devil to work all deceivableness
amongst the Church as an angel of light to deceive
even the elect!

Deception Ten - The Devil

“For many deceivers are entered into the world,
who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh. This is a deceiver
and an antichrist.” Also
Scripture states: “And the
great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole
world.” Lastly, take heed
that you are not deceived
of that great deceiver the
Devil himself and fall into
his same estate. “Take
heed lest any man deceive
you!”

Here is an appendix to the article showing forth some
quotes on the great sinfulness and deception of sin:

William S. Plumer in his famous work ‘“The Christian’
said: “Sin digs every grave, and wrings out every sigh
and wail from earth and hell. Sin is the worst of all evils.
Nothing can compare with it. It is worse than the plague.
Sin is unspeakably hateful. God calls it horrible and
abominable. Godly men in every age lament it--lament it
much in others, most in themselves. A man's views of sin
give a complexion to all his character. If he regards it as a
trifle, he will laugh at it, when he should weep over it. He
will make a mock of it. He will dally with it. He will take
his fill of it. He will have low thoughts of God, and low
estimates of salvation. He will despise Jesus Christ. If, on
the other hand, he considers sin as very dreadful and very
hateful--he will hate every false way. He will long for

“Lastly, take heed that
you are not deceived of
that great deceiver the
Devil himself and fall into
his same estate...”
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holiness. He will hunger and thirst after righteousness.
He will loathe and abhor himself on account of sin. He
will have exalted thoughts of the being, perfections, word,
and government of God. To him Christ will be most pre-
cious, the chief among ten thousand, and altogether
lovely. Job's sense of sin was vastly increased by the great
discoveries he had of God's majesty and glory: "I have
heard of You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye
sees You. Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes!” Increased views of God's glory had the same effect
on Isaiah, and made him cry out, "Woe is me! for I am
undone!” (Job 42:5-6; Isaiah 6:5). God's presence is infi-
nite; His power is infinite; His nature is infinite; His
existence is infinite; and so to sin against Him must be an
infinite insult and wrong. Sin is an infinite evil. Sin is
that abominable thing which He hates. He hates sin with
infinite loathing.”

A very strong picture of sin is seen in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Horatius Bonar said this: “Oh, what a
revelation! Man hating God--and hating most, when God
is loving most! Man acting as a devil--and taking the
devil’s side against God! The cross, then, was the public
declaration of man's hatred of God, man'’s rejection of His
Son, and man’s avowal of his belief that he needs no
Savior!” Oh reader does not this move you to realize that
all mankind has fallen short of the glory of God and are in
willful rebellion to his laws and will. Thus we can say:
Sin is men hating God.

Thomas Watson speaking of the ‘deceitfulness of sin’ once
said: “Sin... has its original from a deceitful subtle ser-
pent, is the ground of all the deceit in the world, is the
great deceiver of souls. Sin...
debases the soul of man, defiles
and pollutes the soul of man,
renders the soul most unlike to
God, who is the best and great-
est; renders the soul most like to
Satan, who is a very sea and
sink of sin. Sin robs the soul
of... the image of God, the holi-
ness of God, the beauty of God,
the glory of God, the righteous-
ness of God. Sin is peccatum est
Deicidium--a killing of God!
‘But they kept shouting--Crucify Him! Crucify Him!"”

C.H. Spurgeon the “prince of preachers’ over 100 years
ago defined sin in one of his sermons: “Sin is a defiance of
God to his face, a stabbing of God, so far as man can do it,
to the very heart! Sin is a monster, a hideous thing, a
thing which God will not look upon, and which pure eyes
cannot behold but with the utmost detestation. A flood of
tears is the proper medium through which a Christian
should look at sin.”
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