
Assassination of Great Men – A Sad Event  
John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963. However, when 
we commemorate his life, we do not celebrate that day because it is a sad 
reminder that he is no longer with us. When we do speak of his death, it is in 
somber tones without joy or a sense of hope.
Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated on April 4, 1968 but we celebrate 
Marting Luther King Day in January every year. Once again, we shy away 
from the date of his assassination because it is a grim reminder that we lost a 
precious moral reformer on the day of his death.

Jesus’ Assassination – A Happy Event?   
Jesus of Nazareth is the single most famous and influential person in the 
history of mankind. Your birthday is the exact number of days, weeks, 
months and years after His birthday. More songs, paintings, books and 
movies have been made of Him than any other person, group or movement. 
He is the most beloved, studied, worshipped and honoured person in Earth’s 
history.
He is also the only person who is most fondly remembered for the day of His 
assassination. Why would His most devout followers purposely want to 
remember and celebrate joyfully the day of His death?

Resurrection?      
The earliest records of Jesus’ teachings are collected into a book famously 
known as the New Testament. It is the most well preserved text of ancient 
history. We see in it that the people who lived side by side with Jesus saw 
Him be framed by Jewish religious leaders and then unjustly tortured and 
killed by Rome. In short, He toowas assassinated. At that point, they all fled 
because (as in countless other “revolutions” throughout history) they thought 
their movement and their leader were dead forever. That day is now 
celebrated as Good Friday. Who in their right mind could call it  “Good”? 
Can you imagine the Kennedy’s calling Nov. 22nd good?
Once again, as we look at the records kept by Jesus’ followers, three days 
later, they firmly believed they saw Him alive and well. That was on Easter 
Sunday. They were so convinced that instead of staying in hiding, they all 
ended up dying for the simple reason that they would not shut up about 
having seen Him alive and in perfect health after His death. The movement 
did not die that weekend, it exploded into the single, biggest movement in 
the history of mankind. 
To this day, the day of Jesus’ assassination continues to be a day of hope to 
those who love and follow Him because it is His death that allowed His 
Resurrection to occur three days later.  Why did He resurrect?  cont’d…
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